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The overarching theme of this conference is “strengthening international cooperation to 

combat the evolving threat of terrorism” – and what better place to discuss this most 

trans-national of challenges than here the heart of the international system for global 

cooperation. 

Nonetheless, as we hold this discussion today, there remains no more pressing need than 

that of redoubling our efforts to achieve greater, more genuine, and more effective global 

collaboration in response to the collective threat posed by terrorism and violent 

extremism. 

The use of violent, coercive means in opposition to a society’s fundamental values – such 

as democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and the tolerance of 

different faiths, lifestyle choices and beliefs – remains a scourge on our collective 

consciousness. Terrorism and violent extremism jeopardise peace, security and economic 

activity, and can even threaten the very fabric of the communities they affect.  

New Zealand is a strong proponent of a holistic approach to countering and preventing 

these phenomena. Such an approach starts with building resilient and cohesive 

communities to address the root causes of violent extremism, which can involve a 

complex interaction of factors such as social marginalisation, historical grievance and 

economic deprivation. It stretches to the use of police or defence resources to deter and 

disrupt terrorist acts. 

This requires an integrated, cohesive system that sees cooperation between law 

enforcement, social agencies, intelligence, border security and military – for which 

New Zealand draws on the ‘NZ Inc’ paradigm of cross-government collaboration.  

Supporting a holistic approach also means recognising the role non-governmental actors 

have to play in building social cohesion, closely understanding communities and 

encouraging understanding of the values of tolerance and inclusiveness. Working 

sensitively with respected community groups helps avoid the potential stigmatisation that 

can come from direct engagement by government – especially security agencies – in the 

guise of preventing violent extremism in the domestic context.  

Civil society also possesses the expertise to support communities to address issues which 

have a particular impact on women and youth, which is critical to promulgating a truly 

holistic strategy. In considering these issues we are guided in particular by 

New Zealand’s National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security, which prioritises: 
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1. representation and meaningful participation of women at all levels of peace and 

security governance; 

2. promotion of all pertinent rights for women and girls; and 

3. the protection of rights for women and girls in fragile, conflict and post-conflict 

situations. 

We recognise that promulgating effective strategies for preventing violent extremism and 

countering terrorism means recognising the role of women, girls, men and boys – as both 

victims and potential perpetrators of violent extremist acts, and also as leaders and 

decision-makers in their communities.   

New Zealand shares the widespread concern at terrorist groups’ use cyberspace for 

recruitment, propaganda and financing purposes. We commend emerging global efforts 

to address this threat, particularly initiatives such as the Global Internet Forum to 

Counter Terrorism that provide the opportunity for better collaboration between 

government and industry. However, we must recognise the limits of an approach that 

focuses on content removal. We strongly support the development of global norms on 

this issue, noting the importance of balancing sanction of criminal activities online with 

the need to protect human rights including free speech, recognising the economic and 

social benefits the internet brings. 

With all these principles in mind, New Zealand is committed to working with our 

international partners in particular in the Asia-Pacific region to help build resilient 

communities, to prevent, respond to and recover from terrorist events, and thereby to 

increase our collective capacity to reduce the overall threat of violent extremism in our 

societies. We are proud to offer our community-focused, law enforcement-led approach 

as a possible mode for others to draw on, at the heart of which is the New Zealand 

Police’s ‘prevention first’ model of taking every opportunity to prevent harm. 

We seek to invigorate effective regional and multilateral mechanisms for coordinating 

policy and practice in response to threats which often know no borders. However, in 

doing so, we also recognise that one size does not fit all. Effective coordination therefore 

needs to reflect the individual contexts our partners face, including those small states, 

for example in the Pacific, whose context may not warrant the exact approach taken in 

New Zealand or elsewhere. 

New Zealand remains committed to playing its part. 


