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Secretary-General of the United Nations, 

Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Office,  

Your Excellencies,  

Representatives of UN Member States,  

Members of Civil Society Organizations,  

Participants of this Conference, 

 

 

It is an honor and a privilege for me to be speaking, here, in front of you today, discussing about 

the global threat of violent extremism and terrorism. My name is Borce Petrevski and I am the 

National Coordinator for Countering Violent Extremism and Counter-Terrorism (NCCVECT) 

from the Republic of Macedonia. I head the National Committee for Countering Violent 

Extremism and Counter-terrorism, which is a government entity formed in July, 2017, and tasked 

with coordinative and advisory responsibilities. Its goal is to reduce the threat of terrorism, 

without harming, but strengthening state values and human rights, through a whole-of-

government and whole-of-society approach. 

 

Like the other Member States of the UN, our Government recognized the importance of 

preventing and countering violent extremism (P/CVE) that can lead to terrorism. Consequently, 

it created the National Committee for Countering Violent Extremism and Counter-terrorism, 

which has members from 22 Ministries and Institutions. This body drafted the National 

Strategies and Action Plans for CVE and CT, which are based on the four pillars from the UN 

Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and the EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy. The strategic 

documents were adopted by our Government in March of this year and now we are in the process 

of coordinating the implementation of the activities and measures planned in the two Action 

Plans.  

 

There are two things I want to emphasize during my speech in relation to the topic of this session 

– prevention of violent extremism. First, I would like to stress the importance of civil society 

organizations in P/CVE matters. Our Government encourages the involvement of civil society 

stakeholders in every segment of P/CVE processes. Namely, during the drafting of the CVE 

National Strategy and Action Plan, the National Committee invited civil society groups to 

contribute with their expertise through public consultations. The representatives included were 

from non-governmental organizations, think-thanks, religious and local communities, youth 

organizations, schools, and women organizations among others. We continue to coordinate, 

cooperate and communicate with them on daily basis and include them in the activities we are 
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conducting. For example, we conduct meetings with leaders of religious communities and 

groups, participate actively in the projects undertaken by NGOs, and invite representatives of 

civil society groups to CVE related workshops and trainings.   

 

Second, the National Committee, in terms of P/CVE has prioritized the engagement of the youth. 

As a part of our entity, there are representatives from the Ministry of Education and Science, the 

Agency for Youth and Sports, which are the two lead institutions involved in activities with the 

youth target group. It is crucial that these two entities are involved in P/CVE issues because their 

employees are on the frontline when it comes to tackling radicalization and violent extremism. 

Their role is to identify early signs of radicalization within the schools, organize extracurricular 

activities for elementary and high school children in order to prevent them from getting involved 

in suspicious groups, and establishing and strengthening the bridge between schools and 

families.  

 

We consider these two issues as inalienable and key for successfully achieving our shared goals. 

 

Thank you for your attention and I look forward to discussing these issues during the 

Conference. 

 

 


