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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for the opportunity to 

offer a statement on behalf of the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) at the 

Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya, Israel. Founded in 1996, the ICT was established as one of the 

first academic institutions devoted to addressing the global threat of terrorism. The ICT serves 

as a joint forum for international policymakers and scholars to share relevant information and 

expertise. To that end, ICT organizes the annually held Global Summit of Counter-Terrorism, the 

largest academic conference on terrorism of its kind. The ICT draws upon an extensive 

international network of individuals and organizations committed to countering the threat of 

terrorism in all its forms. By doing so, it embodies the adage that “it takes a network to beat a 

network.” 

Ladies and Gentlemen, in recent years a growing diversity of terrorist actors have stepped up 

their cooperation with the aim of advancing these groups’ political and ideological goals. This 

marked increase in terrorist collaboration has intensified the need for cooperation to address 

the new challenges posed by terrorism. Traditionally, terrorist organizations have posed the 

main threat related to terrorism. In recent years, however, terrorism has been carried out by a 

growing diversity of actors. Besides formal terrorist organizations, other types of actors—

including informal networks and lone actors—have become more prevalent than before. 

Informal networks in particular pose a unique threat. While some networks may be involved 

directly in terrorist violence, others knowingly operate within the boundaries and limitations of 

the law, which poses unique legal challenges to states.  

The growing diversity of such actors with varying involvement in terrorism—some directly 

responsible for the planning and execution of attacks, others functioning more as gateways to 

terrorism—has important implications for the terrorist threat. One of these is the growing 

interconnectivity between the various terrorist actors. In the foreseeable future, we are likely to 

see increasing cooperation among these diverse groups. The availability of new means of 

communication such as social media will facilitate collaboration among terrorists. Another 

enabling factor of cooperation among terrorist actors is the abundance of armed conflicts in the 

world. Today’s conflicts—especially civil wars and insurgencies—provide fertile ground and 

opportunities for a host of terrorist actors to collaborate.  

Cooperation between terrorist actors matters for a number of reasons. Research shows that 

highly connected terrorist groups tend to be more lethal; to endure longer; and to be better 



able to adopt terrorist innovations. Moreover, many of the most significant terrorist groups of 

our time—including Al Qaeda and the so-called Islamic State—pose such a great threat to 

member countries precisely because they have spawned international networks of cooperation 

with like-minded militant groups.  

In conclusion, the growing interconnectivity between an increasingly diverse spectrum of 

terrorist actors poses unique challenges that make international cooperation in the fight 

against terrorism all the more urgent. The International Institute for Counter-Terrorism has 

been at the forefront of attempts to foster such international cooperation in the struggle 

against terrorism. We call upon and invite all civil society organizations to join us in this battle.  

Thank you.  


