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HAKI Africa is a human rights organization based in Mombasa, Kenya. The organization works on human 

rights and security issues and has various projects that are being implemented in various parts of Kenya. As a 

leading human rights organization, HAKI Africa identifies terrorism as the greatest form of human rights 

violation as it targets innocent persons who have no knowledge or understanding of their attackers’ goals or 

intentions. As a member of civil society, we take cognizance of and support global efforts to combat 

terrorism and promote human rights. In Kenya, we support efforts of the government to end the threat of Al 

Shabaab and fight terrorism in all its manifestation.  

 

In strengthening global action to prevent violent extremism, engaging youth is critical. In Kenya, youth 

constitute about 80% of the population1.  In many situations across the world, youth are the instigators and 

offenders but also the ones who mostly bear the brunt of both terrorism and counter terrorism. As a result, 

efforts to prevent terrorism must have the youth at the core. In engaging the youth, it is paramount to look 

into technology (particularly internet) as this is the main form of information exchange amongst youth across 

the globe. It is also through use of the same technology that harmful educational material promoting 

terrorism and violent extremism is disseminated. Youth, irrespective of their nationality, must be brought up 

to respect each other and the lives of all. Despite existing disparities between first and third world, member 

states must respect the sanctity of life of all human beings irrespective of their nationalities. In this regard, 

                                                           
1 Kenya Youth Survey Report by the Aga Khan Foundation (https://www.aku.edu/eai/Documents/kenya-youth-

survey-report-executive-summary-2016.pdf) 
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HAKI Africa calls on UN member states to better support efforts of the developing world, including countries 

such as Kenya, in their struggles to fight terrorism. 

 

Considering the importance of engaging youth and preventing misuse of technology, it is imperative that 

global efforts towards youth be strengthened to secure global safety and security. For starters, HAKI Africa is 

calling on state parties to involve youth and youth entities in all CVE programming and operations. Many 

states currently engage youth only when it comes to youth related CVE programmes. General programmes 

do not have the input of youth. This situation has left a huge gap in CVE programming that may explain the 

lack of greater success in many CVE initiatives of member states. HAKI Africa therefore calls on member 

states to take deliberate steps towards engaging youth and their technology in all CVE programming. 

 

HAKI Africa is also calling on member states to put an end to the continued extra judicial killings and enforced 

disappearances of suspected youths in their countries. Research2 shows that majority of those killed and 

forcefully disappeared are youth. The recent example of the forceful disappearance of 18 years old Husni 

Mbarak on 25th May 2018 in Mombasa, Kenya is one such example. Member states’ hard line strategy of 

using extra legal and unorthodox means to fight terrorism is not only counterproductive but also 

unconstitutional and illegal. Extra judicial killings and enforced disappearances only win terrorists 

underserved sympathy which they then use to recruit more youths into their ranks. More importantly, extra 

judicial killings and disappearances go against internationally accepted human rights standards, rule of law 

and anti-torture principles which member states have committed to in various UN instruments3. 

 

Lastly, HAKI Africa is calling on member states to embrace partnership with all stakeholders when dealing 

with youth and violent extremism. In Kenya, the National Counter Terrorism Centre (NCTC) has done well in 

this regard. For example, it has worked with HAKI Africa and other CSOs, National Government, Mombasa 

County Government and the Strong Cities Network (SCN) to develop and adopt a people centred policy that 

engages youth and other actors in countering violent extremism. Such initiatives should be supported and 

encouraged across the member states. Unilateral hard core operations that discriminate and alienate youth 

of certain communities must be stopped forthwith. Terrorism will only be won if all state, non state and 

international actors work together. 

 

Hussein Khalid 

Executive Director 

HAKI Africa 

29th June 2018 

                                                           
2 What do we Tell the Families?– a 2016 HAKI Africa and Justice Forum publication 
3 UDHR, Convention on Civil and Political Rights, Convention Against Torture 


