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Mr. President,  
 
Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to address my 
distinguished colleagues today. A special welcome to representatives 
from civil society!  
 
Like many other countries, Germany is directly affected by terrorist 
threats, including foreign terrorist fighters.  
 
To prevent violent extremism, we need a two-fold strategy. One focus 
needs to be on prosecuting radicalized persons who have already 
committed crimes. The second focus needs to be on preventing those 
who have not yet chosen to commit crimes from taking the next step.  
 
We have seen people traveling from Germany to war-torn areas in 

Syria and Iraq. Now, we need to prepare for their possible return as 

ISIL/Da’esh loses ground in Syria. But finding proof for crimes committed 

in Syria is difficult. Nonetheless, rigorous law enforcement and 

prosecution in accordance with the rule of law is crucial. 

Difficult questions arise regarding the prosecution of supporters of 

terror groups who do not partake in the fighting. When does a 

seemingly neutral act like cooking or cleaning become an indispensable 

act for the success of a terror group?  

Another question is how to deal with young children who through no 

fault of their own have grown up in terror camps and witnessed violence 

firsthand.  

This shows that the group of returnees is diverse and that criminal 

prosecution will not always be appropriate or possible. 

In Germany, prevention and deradicalization are integral parts of our 

comprehensive approach to fighting terrorism. In 2009, Germany 

established a working group on deradicalization in the German Joint 

Counterterrorism Center where different actors pool their expertise in 

combating terrorism. 

Currently, we are conducting a federal prevention program against  

violent extremism with a yearly budget of 100 million euros. This program 

is complemented by a range of programs at the federal and state level. 

We started prevention and deradicalization initiatives and programs a 



number of years ago and have steadily expanded them. All state levels 

are involved. They range from projects run by our Federal Agency for 

Civic Education to programs in prisons and for probationers.  

In Germany, we have had good experiences with the involvement of 

experienced civil society organizations. They have credible voices in 

prevention and deradicalization work.  

To this end, we have created an “Advice Centre on Radicalization” within 

the German Federal Agency for Migration and Refugees. The centre 

offers a hotline for families, friends, teachers, etc. of people at risk of 

becoming radicalized to answer their questions about extremism and 

radicalization. Trained staff assesses the caller’s situation and organizes 

individual, personal support from experienced, local civil-society experts 

as needed. Similar structures at the state level have also been 

established. Having structures and expertise in place allows us to react 

quickly to special challenges such as returning FTFs and their families. 

To give an example: In a number of cases, parents and grandparents 

have asked for counseling services when a family member left Germany 

to support a terror group. We learned that chances of reintegration can 

be increased when counseling is continued until the family member 

returns. 

To close, I would like to share three lessons we have learned from our 

experience.  

First, intelligence and police measures are not enough to solve the 

problem of radicalization. Deradicalization measures are an integral part 

of any counterterrorism strategy. 

Second, civil society actors are valuable partners in reaching people who 

would never talk to a government official.  

Third, we need to build mutual understanding and trust between civil 

society and law enforcement. Both might come to a point where they 

need each other as partners to prevent terrorist acts from happening.  

Thank you.  


