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Distinguished Delegates, Administrator Steiner 

It is my pleasure to represent the Global Community Engagement and Resilience Fund (GCERF) as Chair 
of its Governing Board.  

GCERF is a multi-stakeholder global fund, supporting local communities build resilience against violent 
extremism. In three short years, GCERF has attracted USD 70m from 13 government donors and the EU. 
We are already making grants to communities at risk in Bangladesh, Kenya, Kosovo, Mali and Nigeria – 
and shortly Myanmar and Tunisia too. Working through hundreds of local partners, our grants will 
reach as many as 2 million people. As a result of GCERF grants local communities have raised awareness 
of the threat of violent extremism, mobilised to respond, and also generated positive alternatives for 
those at risk. 

It is to the credit of the organisers of this session that engaging youth has been recognised as a 
fundamental part of strengthening global action to prevent violent extremism, for that is certainly our 
experience at GCERF. About 70 percent of our grants focus on young people in their communities.  

One reason is that the youth are disproportionately victims of violent extremism. The baseline studies 
we have conducted among hundreds of thousands of community members show that family separation 
is one of the most lasting and significant impacts of violent extremism.  

Second, the youth are at particular risk of radicalisation to violent extremism – girls as well as boys. A 
lack of formal education, family breakdown, and poor employment opportunities have all been 
identified by communities where we work as risk factors. In response GCERF grants are helping put 
young people back into the education system, promoting community and peer support networks, and 
enhancing employment opportunities through training, credit, and job creation programmes. 

Third – and to my mind most importantly – we have found that the youth are the most potent agents for 
change within their communities. Within the communities we support, young people are challenging 
prejudice, injustice and corruption, inspiring one another, and defining new futures. GCERF grants 
support initiatives identified by local communities, and more often than not it is the youth who generate 
the boldest and most exciting ideas. Preventing violent extremism really is an area where we need to 
allow big ideas to flourish and promote ‘out-of-the-box’ thinking - and no-one is better at that than 
young people. 

I know that many of you attended the GCERF side-event generously co-hosted by the State of Qatar 
yesterday where we discussed the role of the youth as protagonists for change. I am pleased to report 
that GCERF will also be co-hosting with the EU a side-event during the UN General Assembly later this 
year, where we will invite the winners of a youth competition launched in communities receiving GCERF 



grants to share their experiences directly. I’m not sure that I’m necessarily the best representative of the 
youth voice – so let’s hear from them! 

And this brings me to my final point, about how to strengthen global action by engaging youth. Drawing 
on GCERF’s experiences, allow me to make three suggestions. First, it is critically important to engage 
the youth, as victims, perpetrators and change agents. Extremist and terrorist organisations certainly 
engage them actively and it seems convincingly, and we must find our own ways. I believe that GCERF’s 
‘bottom-up’ approach to grant-making is an important approach in this regard. Perhaps the focus on 
new technologies and the internet also covered in this session is another way. 

Second, I believe that the national comes before the global. There is limited value in bringing young 
people to UNGA, for example, if they do not yet have legitimacy in their own countries. Certainly, I 
welcome the fact that most of the national action plans on PVE currently being developed recognise the 
potential of the youth. Through its own ‘country support mechanisms’, GCERF is also striving to 
integrate local community perspectives and youth initiatives in national policy making. 

Third, just as we insist that our young continue to learn, so I believe should we. This high-level 
conference recognises that terrorism is an evolving threat, and that greater international cooperation is 
required. Terrorist recruiters as well as their intended victims are I suspect already younger than most 
people in this room. If you want to understand the evolving threat, you need to understand the youth. 
Similarly international cooperation will only take us so far, if it excludes the people with the most to lose 
if that cooperation fails. 

Strengthening global action to prevent violent extremism depends on engaging the youth. 

Thank you. 

Carol Bellamy 

 

 


