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Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am honoured to have the opportunity to share with you Finland’s efforts to prevent violent 
radicalisation and extremism. Finland participates in the global efforts to counter terrorism and is 
committed to implementing the UN Security Council resolutions on counter terrorism and violent 
extremism. We are also fully committed to the UN Counter-Terrorism Strategy and to the Secretary 
General’s Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism. 

The global security environment has changed drastically; at the same time, the threat of violent 
radicalisation and terrorism is growing and evolving across the world. While most terrorist strikes are 
perpetrated outside Europe, the threat has also increased in Europe in recent years.  

Finland is one of the countries that has been able to live without any significant threat of terrorist 
attacks or violent extremism. However, in today’s security environment, Finland is being exposed to 
a heightened and more diverse terrorist threat.  

Even if the threat of planned attacks by terrorist organisations remains low in Finland, the risk of 
isolated acts of terrorism is elevated. Unfortunately, last August in the city of Turku we had to 
witness the first terrorist attack in Finland where two persons died and eight were injured, all women. 
Th attack was confirmed as ISIL inspired by the District Court of South-West Häme, which on 15 
June this year delivered a lifetime sentence on two counts of murder with a terrorist intent.   

Finland is one of the world’s safest countries, but we must work to keep it so. We want people to be 
able to maintain a high level of trust in our society and the authorities and to ensure that immigrants 
too find that they can also trust the Finnish authorities. 

 

***** 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I will next discuss in more detail our efforts to counter violent radicalisation 
and terrorism.  

From the very beginning, in addressing violent extremism, Finland has focused on preventive 
measures. In 2012, Finland prepared its first National Action Plan for the Prevention of Violent 
Radicalisation and Extremism. In 2016 we updated this Action Plan and we are now evaluating its 
results. Furthermore, Finland's third Counter-Terrorism Strategy is expected to be adopted this year.  

Finland’s policy in preventing violent radicalisation and extremism is based on three principles 
consistent with the UN resolutions and strategies. First of all, we find it important to ensure close 
cooperation with and between the authorities and civil society. Secondly, we find it important to 
employ both soft and hard measures, either together or separately. Thirdly, Finland finds it 
important to engage various groups, such as young people, religious communities and women, in 
preventive action.  

Now, I would like to focus on how and why we engage young people in preventive action. 
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In Finland, we encourage young people to be involved because we believe that they play a key role 
in preventing violent radicalisation. We also believe we can achieve better results with their help. 

Our National Action Plan for the Prevention of Violent Radicalisation and Extremism was prepared 
jointly with different authorities, civil society organisations and communities, including youth 
communities. This way we were in a position to ensure that all voices were heard and we were able 
to target our actions better. All these actors are also active participants in implementing the Action 
Plan and evaluating its results.  

The generation gap between young people and adults is bigger than ever in today’s world. Youth 
communities have the best knowledge of what is happening on the ground and what measures and 
methods work best. They are the future and they must be involved in the planning procedures so 
that they get a sense of ownership of their future.  

As an example of this, I would like to mention a week-long workshop that was organised in 2016 
where young people drafted actions against violent radicalisation and extremism. The young 
participants came from many different backgrounds. The workshop’s main conclusion was that 
violent radicalisation affects the entire society and all young people, not only those who are directly 
touched by it.  

According to the participants, school is the main actor in preventing violent radicalisation. Media 
literacy was recognised as one of the most important skills that young people need to be able to 
resist propaganda inciting them to hate and to commit acts of terror. They also pointed out that peer-
to-peer influence is very effective in preventing violent radicalisation. Our aim is that when we are 
drafting the next Action Plan to prevent violent radicalisation and extremism we will include these 
ideas expressed by the different groups of young people.  

I would like to emphasize that young people are also full members of the national cooperation 
network that develops and coordinates preventive measures in Finland. The cooperation network 
carries out its work by building trust and embracing open dialogue. This open atmosphere is one of 
the reasons why young people are willing to take part in projects to prevent violent radicalisation 
together with the authorities. Young people can reach out to other youth because their peers trust 
them. At the same time, they need to be allowed some flexibility in their approach. We cannot turn 
them into the authorities’ messengers. Rather, they must be able to speak with their own voice. But 
to achieve this, we need to have constant cooperation and interaction with different groups of young 
people.  

What we have learned during this collaboration is that the young people should be provided with 
opportunities to be heard in matters that are important to them. This includes also foreign policy 
issues. To achieve this, the Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affairs has organized a round table 
discussion with youngsters on the Finnish foreign policy in Syria and Irak and on how Finland 
promotes democracy and human rights worldwide. Our Minister for Foreign Affairs has also toured 
local schools to debate Finnish foreign and security policy with the pupils. These encounters have 
been extremely useful and they will be continued. 

Today, there are no boundaries between life offline and life online for young people. This means that 
the authorities also have to be active on the internet and on social media. The Finnish police 
realised this already a decade ago and have been present online ever since. At the moment, we are 
developing a joint training course for the police and youth workers with the aim of preventing violent 
radicalisation over the internet. We hope to improve the skills of the police and youth workers when 
they engage in dialogue on the internet with young people who are at risk of radicalisation. When the 
police and youth workers take part in training together, they can more easily share experiences and 
learn from each other. As professionals working with young people, youth workers can intervene in 
their development through positive means. The police, on the other hand, are highly knowledgeable 
about violent radicalisation and terrorism.  

In conclusion, I would like to emphasise that young people must be involved in efforts to prevent 
violent radicalisation because they have the skills and experience that can help us in this important 
work. But we have to respect them, build trust with them and make sure that the authorities are 
trustworthy partners to them. 

 

 


