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Mr. President, 

Ladies & Gentlemen, 

In respect of the limited time allotted, I shall make general 

observations extended from the experience of the Syrian Arab Republic 

in the field of Countering Terrorism and the response to the 

phenomenon of "Foreign Terrorist Fighters": 

 First, In spite of the fact that the recruitment of terrorists across 

the world is not an emerging phenomenon, the flow of tens of thousands 

of "Foreign Terrorist Fighters" into Syria and Iraq recently has been 

unprecedented, either in the numbers of fighters or the numbers of 

countries that they came from to fight in Syria and Iraq. According to the 

reports of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team of the 

Security Council, tens of thousands of foreign terrorist fighters have 

entered into Syria and Iraq from 101 Member States. For example, the 

number of Foreign Terrorist Fighters of European nationalities who 

fought in Syria was more than 12,000, with most coming from United 

Kingdom, France, Belgium, Germany and Spain. 

 Secondly, the collective international effort to deal with the 

phenomenon of “Foreign Terrorist Fighters” and the threat of their 

return to their countries of nationality or residence, or to a third State, 

requires the recognition that this phenomenon was a result of the failure 

of the International Community to shoulder its responsibilities from the 



outset. Had Member States implemented effective systems of early 

warning, information exchange and monitoring of those extremists, we 

would not be sitting here today to address what has become known as 

the "the threats of returning Foreign Terrorist Fighters". The 

Government of the Syrian Arab Republic has information, Data Bases and 

confessions that intersect with confidential and public UN reports, all of 

which confirm that certain foreign governments and intelligence 

agencies have been involved in facilitating the recruitment, financing, 

arming and training of Foreign Terrorist Fighters. 

Thirdly, my Government realizes, through its decades long war 

against terrorism, that there are local communities that are incubators 

or producers of radical ideology and violence, and the Syrian government 

has national policies and plans to confront this threat and eliminate it. At 

the same time, we are all aware that the world has been witnessing for 

many years a wave of terrorist bombings and attacks committed either 

by foreign terrorists returnees from Syria and Iraq, by extremists 

ideologically linked to “Daesh” and “Al Qaeda”, or by lonely wolves who 

follow the same extremist and bloody ideology. The critical situation 

facing us underlines the fact that confronting terrorism and extremism is 

a collective international task that first requires genuine political will on 

the part of all Governments of the world to eliminate this threat. In this 

sense, allow me to propose specific steps to address the threat of 



terrorism in general, and the phenomenon of "Foreign Terrorist Fighters" 

in particular: 

1- Establishing an international executive mechanism, constituted of 

representatives from all governmental institutions concerned with 

countering terrorism and extremist ideology. The principal task of 

such mechanism is the drawing of operational legislative, legal, 

intelligence, security, social, educational and media policies to 

confront terrorism and extremist narratives. 

2- INTERPOL should play a key role within such a mechanism, including 

through the activation of early warning systems, increased exchange 

of information and access to the Interpol database. 

3- Establishing inter-State coordination and liaison centers to exchange 

information on foreign extremist and terrorist elements through a 

process involving all relevant intelligence officers. 

4- Strengthening multi and bilateral information exchange and follow-up 

systems among governments on the movements of foreigners 

returning from conflict zones. Any rehabilitation process of FTF’s 

should go through legal procedures that ensures accountability and 

fair trial, in compliance with the rule of law at the international and 

national levels. 

In conclusion, I would like to affirm the willingness of the competent 

government agencies in Syria to exchange information and provide the 



necessary expertise in counter-terrorism. However, such cooperation 

will only be achieved with the governments of Member States that 

respect the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of the 

Syrian Arab Republic, and with those who have political and diplomatic 

relations with Syria based on the principles of international law 

especially in terms of non-interference in internal affairs and respect for 

national priorities, Specificities, and choices. 

 

Thank you Mr. President… 


