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SOUTH AFRICA’S STATEMENT AT THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH-LEVEL 

CONFERENCE OF HEADS OF COUNTER TERRORISM AGENCIES, NEW YORK, 

28 JUNE 2018 

 

Mr President  

 

At the outset, allow me to thank the Secretary-General, His Excellency Mr Guterres 

and Under Secretary-General and Head of the United Nations Office of Counter-

Terrorism, Mr Voronkov, for convening this first United Nations High-Level Conference 

of Heads of Counter-Terrorism Agencies of Member States. The convening of this 

meeting, following the successful review of the United Nations Global Counter-

Terrorism Strategy, emphasises our collective commitment to seek solutions to the 

threat posed by returning and relocating Foreign Terrorist Fighters.  

 

South Africa supports initiatives aimed at strengthening international cooperation to 

combat this complex and evolving threat consistently raised as a challenge by Member 

States during the debate on the review of the Strategy.   

 

South Africa commends the work done by the United Nations’ Office of Counter-

Terrorism and other United Nations structures dealing with Terrorism to address the 

threat posed by international terrorism which affects all countries. The challenge posed 

by Foreign Terrorist Fighters has added a complex dimension to the debate, whose 

impact is not yet fully understood. South Africa is of the view that only through 

continuous cooperation, reassessment of the threat and sharing of information 

amongst Member States, can we begin to make progress in addressing this challenge. 

The United Nations and its Office of Counter-Terrorism has a central role to play in 

this regard. 

 

Member States face similar but also differentiated counter-terrorism challenges. It is 

therefore important to tailor-make responses informed by national, regional and 

international dynamics. Sharing of experiences and information in dealing with 

returning and relocating Foreign Terrorist Fighters will make a positive contribution to 

the development and enhancement of Member States’ capabilities and effectiveness 

in countering terrorism.  
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Mr President  

 

As the 2018 Chair of BRICS, South Africa can state that agreement exists amongst 

BRICS Member States on the need for closer cooperation and sharing of expertise in 

countering the threat posed by Foreign Terrorist Fighters. There is also agreement to 

work on the use of the internet for terror related purposes, including radicalisation, 

recruitment, facilitation, and the financing of terror.   

 

Mr President 

 

At the national level, South Africa deals with Foreign Terrorist Fighters within the 

context of its National Counter-Terrorism Strategy, which constitutes a tailored and 

proportionate response to the threat. The strategy is aligned to the United Nation’s 

Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and takes cognisance of the relevant Resolutions 

adopted by the United Nations Security Council. The strategy is supported by South 

Africa’s national Counter-Terrorism Legislation, the Protection of Constitutional 

Democracy Against Terrorist and Related Activities Act, 33 of 2004, and other relevant 

legislation. 

 

In order to effectively counter terrorism, the underlying conditions conducive to 

terrorism need to be addressed. Its causes and manifestations are varied and should 

be taken into account when elaborating counter measures, in accordance with 

international law, including Human Rights Law. Measures implemented should not 

result in marginalisation and the subsequent sense of alienation that exacerbates 

extremism, leading to further recruitment of terrorists. 

 

Mr President 

 

Within the Southern African Development Community, a regional counter-terrorism 

strategy accompanying Action Plan, has been developed, tailored to the priorities and 

proportionate to the threat faced by the region.  
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South Africa recognises the need to strengthen bilateral, regional and international 

cooperation and share of information, expertise and resources, to successfully 

address the complexities posed by terrorism and returning and relocating Foreign 

Terrorist Fighters. We will continue cooperate within the context of the United Nations, 

the African Union, the Southern African Development Community, the Non-Aligned 

Movement and the BRICS formation.     

 

It is South Africa’s hope that during the two days’ deliberations, we as the United 

Nations Member States will have fruitful deliberations which will yield tangible 

deliverables and display our shared commitment to working towards practical 

cooperation to successfully counter the scourge posed by terrorism.   

 

I Thank you  

 

 

 


