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Mr. Chairman,  

 

 I thank you for giving me the floor.  

 

 My delegation would like to thank                  Guterres, Secretary-

General of the United Nations for his thoughtful initiative to hold this very first 

UN High-level meeting on Counter Terrorism, and his insightful statement 

delivered this morning.  

 

 I would also like to express our sincere appreciation to Under-Secretary 

General Mr. Vladimir Voronkov and the United Nations Office of Counter-

Terrorism (UNOCT) for their invaluable support and contributions to this 

important meeting.   

 

Mr. Chairman,   

 

 The nature of terrorist tactics and the global terrorism landscape are 

continually transforming over the years. With the use of advanced information and 

communication technology, terrorism becomes transnational and increasingly more 

complex. Previously, we have witnessed and experienced conventional terrorist 

acts, such as bombings, kidnappings, armed attacks, assassinations, arsons, 

hijackings and skyjackings. In recent years, the emergence of home-grown and 

lone wolf terrorists has posed unprecedented fear and uncertainty within our 

societies and communities since most of the attacks have been directed against soft 

targets. 

 

 Furthermore, our collective efforts against terrorism encounter 

multidimensional, parallel and multilayer threats due to the fact that the 

transnational terrorist financing, recruitment and planning of attacks becomes 

common trait of terrorism. At the same time, many countries have been facing with 
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complex and pressing challenges to respond effectively against evolving threats 

from the return and relocation of Foreign Terrorist Fighters (FTFs). 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

 There are multiple ways in which FTFs can pose serious security risks by  

planning, training and launching terrorist attacks. They relocate ‘ve e a ’ FTFs    

create home-grown terrorist organizations. They can reinforce the existing terrorist 

network in a third country. Significant numbers of FTFs are well trained and 

equipped to conduct terrorist attacks on their home soil. The deadly Paris attacks in 

November 2015 and Brussels attacks in March 2016 stand testimony to their 

enormous destructive capacity. 
 

 FTFs are capable to infuse existing domestic terrorist networks or create a 

new terrorist organization in a third country by relocating their members to 

radicalize the targeted community and recruit new followers. For instance, 10% of 

the frontlines ISIL-affiliates involved in the siege of Marawi City of the 

Philippines in May 2017 were FTFs from at least eight different countries. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

 The current crisis in Rakhine State of Myanmar was ignited by the 

unprovoked armed attacks of Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) Terrorist 

group aka Al Yaqin on 30 Border Guard Police posts in August 2017. According to 

the international intelligence sources, the group has been guided and supported by 

foreign terrorist groups such as Al-Qaeda, ISIL, and Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan 

(TTP) who have called for Jihad against Myanmar government.  RS ’s leade  

Atta Ulla himself was born raised and trained a terrorist in foreign countries, and 

commanding terrorist acts from outside of Myanmar. 

 

We are seriously concerned that the support of regional and international 

terrorist organizations would make ARSA part of regional terrorism-networks. 

Any support, including moral support to terrorists, wittingly or unwittingly, must 

be avoided. No terrorist activity can be justified or condone as a legitimate act for 

whatever reason.  
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Therefore, I would like to stress the importance of monitoring ASRA 

activities in the region and their links with FTFs. In this regard, we would like to 

request CTED and UNOCT to closely monitor ARSA activities both at regional 

and international levels.  

 

 Moreover, the recent massive flow of refugees and asylum seekers from 

conflict zones could create refuge for FTFs under the cloak of humanitarian 

assistance programmes. Therefore, it is vital to formulate concerted multilateral 

response against transnational and multifaceted evolving threats of FTFs. The 

current global security situation demands the need for countries to establish 

operational partnership in finding practical solutions to deal with the threats of 

FTFs.    

 

 In conclusion, my delegation would like to reiterate  ya ma ’s commitment 

to condemn and combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and violent 

extremism conducive to terrorism. I would also like to assure our continued 

support and cooperation with the regional and international actors including the 

United Nations in the global fight against terrorism. We look forward to enhance 

our cooperation with the UN Counter Terrorism bodies for capacity building and 

information sharing.  

 

I thank you. 

 


