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Mr. Chairman, 

I wish to begin by expressing my appreciation to the United Nations Secretary-General 

for convening this important high-level Conference, which is aimed at strengthening 

international cooperation to combat the evolving threat of terrorism. The organization 

of this high-level conference is also very timely in light of the multifaceted and evolving 

threat to international peace and security posed by terrorism in all its forms and 

manifestations. 

The need to mobilize international cooperation and support to address the scourge of 

terrorism cannot be overemphasized. No country can be said to be completely immune 

from the global threat of transnational terrorist organizations such as ISIS, Al-Qaida, 

Boko Haram, Al Shabaab, Al Nusrah and many other affiliates.  

Mr. Chairman, 

Following the military setbacks experienced by ISIL and its affiliates, the phenomenon 

of Foreign Terrorist Fighters (FTFs) returning or relocating from conflict zones to their 

countries of origin or nationality or to third countries, has become more pronounced, 

affecting all States, including those near and far.  

Unfortunately, the growing diversity, motivation, composition, level of sophistication 

and training received by the FTFs appears to outpace the collaborative efforts and 

measures by the international community to deal with the trends and threats. The 

ability of the FTFs to carry out ‘lone wolf’ attacks in their own countries of origin as well 

as to radicalize and recruit new followers to their cause, has become a significant 

challenge for policy and decision makers to grapple with.  

For this reason, Ghana calls for an enhanced international cooperation, coordination 

and technical assistance towards the full and effective implementation of UN Security 

Council resolutions 2178 (2014) and 2396 (2017), including the timely sharing of 

information and adoption of best practices to address the radicalization, recruitment, 

travel patterns, operationalization, financing, return, rehabilitation and reintegration of 

the FTFs into society. The levels of assistance and support should be tailored to the 

specific needs of recipient States.  

Mr. Chairman, 

The implementation of resolution 2396 (2017), which calls for the strengthening of 

measures to prevent the transit of terrorists, including the use of Passenger Name 

Record (PNR) and Advanced Passenger Information (API), is hampered by the porous 

nature of our borders and lack of effective cooperation among Member States as well as 

ineffective inter-agency coordination at the national and sub-regional levels. 

Like other transnational criminal elements in our sub-region, the FTFs exploit the vast 

unapproved and unmanned routes and borders to transit, relocate and move across 

States with ease and without any proper documentation. They also abuse information 



and communication technologies such as social media to recruit, train, generate funds, 

and conduct operations without detection.  

In this connection, we reiterate the need to strengthen border security through 

bilateral, sub-regional and international efforts, including the conduct of joint border 

patrols, control of the issuance of identity papers and travel documents, as well as to 

stem radicalization, prevent recruitment, disrupt the financial support and inhibit the 

travel of FTFs. Member States are also encouraged to employ INTERPOL databases and 

resources to prevent FTFs from transiting through their territories by enforcing 

relevant laws, including prosecuting and penalizing through Mutual Legal Assistance 

and extradition processes to suppress and deter their flow. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Ghana welcomes the consensus adoption of the 6th biennial review document of the UN 

Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (UNGCTS) on 26th June, 2018, including the 

provisions, which highlight the importance of building-capacity, international 

cooperation, information sharing, border security, investigation, judicial processes, and 

extradition towards addressing the threat of the FTFs phenomenon. We believe the 

revised Strategy reflects the desire of the international community to seek and act with 

a united voice to tackle the threats and trends of terrorism and, therefore, a balanced 

and transparent implementation of its four pillars should be observed.  

In Conclusion, Mr. Chairman, a whole of government and society approach is required 

to address the scourge of terrorism. It is, therefore, pertinent that Member States 

engage and empower the youth, women, children, families, cultural and educational 

leaders, local communities and non-governmental actors in order to prevent the drivers 

of violent extremism and to also address the conditions that are conducive to the 

spread of terrorism. 

I thank you for your kind attention. 


