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 I’m very glad to be able to address this important session on ways to 
strengthen international cooperation for the fight against terrorism.  
 

We cannot keep making the same costly mistakes.  

Disregard for human rights undermines the effectiveness of counter-

terrorism work. It fuels a sense of injustice, which encourages people to support 

violent extremist movements. It generates more violence.  

The way to counter violent extremists is to embody their polar opposite: 

principles and the rule of law.  

We need to be clear how we are fighting. Summary executions; arbitrary 
arrests; incommunicado detentions; torture; unfair trials; violations of the right to 
privacy and other fundamental freedoms – these unprincipled measures will 
never create greater security.  

We also need to be clear what we are fighting. A tweet is not an act of 
terrorism; neither is criticizing a government. Measures to prevent violent 
extremism need to focus on violent crimes: on actual conduct, not opinions or 
beliefs. 

I welcome the recent signing of the Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination 
Compact. This makes respect for human rights and rule of law the basis for 
support by the UN Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force. These 
commitments only have value if we turn them into action.  

Yes, since 2006, the fourth pillar of the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy 
has been human rights and rule of law. But the latest figures show a total of 300 
projects under pillars 1, 2 and 3 … and only 17 projects under pillar 4.  

And yet, as heads of counter-terrorism agencies, you know from 
experience that justice and human rights are your most powerful allies.  



Community support is more powerful than arbitrary violence or digital 

surveillance.  

A sense of the common good, and faith in the opportunities offered by 

society, are better at fighting terrorism than any advanced weapons system. 

Promoting human rights needs to be integral to all UN assistance to States. 
And it needs to be at the core of your work. Not just because that is fair, and right 
– although both those statements are true. But because the most effective way to 
counter terrorism is through measures that respect human dignity and uphold the 
rule of law.  

 My Office will always be ready to assist States develop and implement 
laws and policies in line with human rights. You’ll find some of our latest 
publications at this conference, including our guidance on responding to threats 
posed by foreign fighters, which will be launched at an event today. I encourage 
you to reach out to our representatives to explore ways we can be of practical 
help. Thank you. 


