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[ INTRODUCTION ] 

 

Thank you madam chairperson, dear Michèle 

 

Your Excellencies, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen 

 

I would like to congratulate His Excellency Under-Secretary General Voronkov with this important 

conference. 

 

The high turnout shows that there is no wavering in our collective commitment to confront terrorism 

together.  

 

This commitment is also underlined by the recently adopted review of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism 

Strategy. I would like to thank Finland and Jordan for their hard work in facilitating this process.   

 

[ THREAT AND RESOLUTION 2396 ]  

 

Madam chairperson, 

 

Let me first speak about the threat and resolution Twenty Three Ninety Six. 

 

ISIS or Da’ esh may have lost most of its territory in Iraq and Syria, but the terrorist threat has not 

disappeared.  

 

We see a loose network of connected terrorist organizations, returning and relocating foreign terrorist 

fighters, a growing threat of homegrown terrorism and increased ties between criminals and terrorists. 

 

There is no room for complacency.  

 

For that reason, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, as an elected member of the Security Council, 

attaches great importance to the implementation of Security Council resolution Twenty Three Ninety Six 

on Returning and relocating Foreign Terrorist Fighters.  

 

Especially its provisions on Passenger Name Records are key. 

 

[ TRAVEL ] 

 

With the extremist movement geographically scattered, early detection of terrorist travel movements 

may even be more important than before.  

 

We will continue to work closely with the United Nations to support the worldwide implementation of 

PNR systems.   
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[ EARLY PREVENTION ] 

 

This brings me to my second point, prevention  

 

The defeat of ISIS in Syria, the collapse of the so-called Caliphate,   has removed an important source of 

inspiration for its potential sympathizers.  

 

This gives us a window of opportunity to step up our collective efforts to prevent violent extremism and 

strengthen the resilience of communities.   

 

This means, we have to enable local civil society and community partners.  

 

We would have welcomed the presence of civil society organizations at the meeting today. They are our 

partners on the ground. 

 

 

We need cross-sectoral partnerships with governments, schools, youth care organizations, families and 

religious communities at the local level. 

 

To be effective globally, we need to act locally.   

 

 

[ ABU DHABI/INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ] 

 

Madam chairperson,  

 

Local action should be coupled with action internationally. That is my third point. 

 

The Kingdom of the Netherlands strongly believes in bringing together at the international level senior 

officials with a domestic CT responsibility. 

 

That is exactly what WE did in March in Abu Dhabi.  

 

Together with Hedayah, the International Centre of Excellence for CVE, and kindly hosted by the 

government of the UAE, the Netherlands organized a meeting for national CT coordinators of more than 

twenty countries.  

 

That meeting and the conference here are important. We have to learn from each other and focus on 

effective implementation on the ground if we want to keep up with the rapidly changing threat 

environment.  
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[ CONCLUSION ] 

 

Madam chairperson, 

 

To conclude: the terrorist threat remains real.  

 

The need to act remains real.  

 

We must be aware of CT fatigue.  

 

Counter terrorism must remain on top of our security agendas.  

 

That is a joint responsibility. 

 

The guidance of the United Nations is indispensable for this.  

 

The Kingdom of the Netherlands, as an elected member of the Security Council and co-chair of the 

Global Counterterrorism Forum together with Morocco, will continue to work with United Nations to 

contribute to this important aim.   

 

Thank you. 

 


