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Session I: Opportunities and challenges in strengthening international cooperation 

through the sharing of information, expertise and resources 

 

 Your Excellencies, 

Dear ladies and gentlemen,   

   

The main trait of terrorism today is its international dimension. Terrorism affects the 
whole world endangering worldwide peace and development. Moreover, it is a cause for 
great concern that the terrorist threat is evolving, escalating, a fact shown by the growing 
number of attacks and the wider range of targets. Terrorist entities take advantage of the 
advances in technology, they employ MOs which are difficult to counter, they continue to 
obtain financing for their activities and are still successful in recruiting new militants. They 
find it increasingly easier to travel, faster and over greater distances, often over continents, 
and as a result, the national authorities cannot successfully manage this threat without the 
aid of their counterparts from other countries. 

The proper management of this serious threat demands for an authentic 
cooperation among states. In fact, this is the main argument in favor of consolidating 
international cooperation: internal security depends to a great degree to, and it is 
impossible to ensure without, a viable exchange of information with other countries.   

On this principle we have based our international cooperation activities, which 
consist of information exchange, both at the tactical and strategic levels, in the 
involvement in bilateral operations and in an active participation in various multilateral 
cooperation formats. This approach contributes to the preservation of the peaceful security 
climate at the national level and also at the international level, whenever we can contribute 
with actionable intelligence. 

Furthermore, we are adapting to the global changes and for several years now, the 
international cooperation concerning "online" threats has been increasing, both at the 
bilateral and multilateral levels, in order to keep up with the developments in technology.  

Without playing down in any way the advantages of international cooperation, we 
cannot overlook the challenges it raises. We need to work past these challenges, be they 
hyper-bureaucratization, technical impediments or even assigning different levels of 
urgency to similar threats. Together with our partners, we must find a way to align our 
priorities, and this can only be achieved through constant communication and through 
consolidated cooperation both at the regional and global levels.   

Regarding the use of best practices as well as finding new solutions there is still 
room for improvement. Given the current situation, we wish to draw attention on the need 
to widen international cooperation beyond the spectrum of traditional partners and expand 
the dialogue with the national authorities from a greater number of states, which have 
shown to have innovative approaches. This course of action will provide us with the 
chance to gain new information and produce valuable and accurate assessments. This will 
mean leaving the familiar framework and gaining a different perspective which will help us 
obtain a greater degree of knowledge and, in turn, will produce positive effects on our own 
mindset. 

The benefits of information sharing between member states or between civil and 
military authorities have already proven their value. The cooperation models employed by 
NATO, the EU or other multilateral formats are best practices to be followed. 



Dear ladies and gentlemen,  

 

At the end of the day, cooperation can only flourish if it is based on a relationship of 
mutual trust. Although trust and respect are built over time, they also grow through 
common and sustained efforts. The common threats which we all face compel and require 
us to take a step forward towards better working together. 

 

Thank you very much for your attention! 


