
Mr Secretary General, Mr Under Secretary General, Madam Assistant Secretary General, your 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen 

Sharing and cooperation has become imperative in this era of global threats, and I offer sincere 

congratulations to the organizers for driving forward this critical initiative.  Today’s meeting is proof of 

the power of the United Nations to bring together important communities at a senior level to address 

the threat of terrorism. 

 

NATO is proud to play its part within the Strategic Global Counter Terrorism approach.  We recognise 

the breadth of actions necessary if not only a response to terrorism, but prevention and mitigation of 

terrorist acts are to be possible.  NATO’s Policy Guidelines identify the unique strengths which our 

Political-Military Alliance can bring to bear in support of the international approach driven by the United 

Nations.  Our key ability is to work at the civilian/military divide, promoting mutual support and 

promoting the compatible structures, organisation and skills - such as explosives management and 

response to chemical and biological attacks - which are necessary for both security and defence sectors. 

This is critical if the United Nations’ coherent approach to counter terrorism is to be realised. 

  

NATO works with over 40 partner nations.  We share information and expert views to reach a common 

understanding of the threat.  We share best practices and norms, and we help Allies and partners to 

cooperate in many practical fields. We aim to build partner nations’ defence and related security 

abilities and to support each of them as they address their specific security challenges. Where we are 

invited to support governments with an operational presence, increasingly we are involved in training 

and the provision of advice and assistance – notably in Afghanistan and Iraq.  NATO hears increasing 

calls for Counter Terrorism related assistance, and deconfliction with other providers is essential if we 

are all to be effective. 

  

NATO has longstanding relations with the United Nations, with the European Union and with the 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe.  In many fields, but particularly in that of Counter 

Terrorism, our relations with international organisations are becoming closer as we all recognise that we 

must use our synergies better in the face of an increasing terrorist challenge. NATO is currently planning 

a joint project with the United Nations in the field of resilience to CBRN attack.  NATO is also reaching 

out to new partners, many of whom see terrorism from close to the front line - such as the African 

Union and the Gulf Cooperation Council.  

  

In closing, I reiterate NATO’s resolve to play its part within the United Nation’s Global Counter Terrorism 

approach as part of our broader cooperation with the UN.  We support the overall drive for coherence 

and for shared information and best practice. We bring expertise from operations and we can offer 

training, advice and assistance. With sufficient resources, NATO’s unique strengths can support partner 

nations’ civilian and military organisations, as they work together to confront the challenge of terrorism. 

I am sure that this event will strengthen existing relationships and allow new links to be established.  As 

an international community, we can ensure the productive counter terrorism cooperation our 

populations expect.  

 

Many thanks for your attention and, once again, warm congratulationson both the concept and  the 

realization of this conference. 


