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Madam Chairperson, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

At the outset, allow me to express my gratitude to the leadership of the United 

Nations system, and, personally, to Secretary-General Antonio Guterres for 

organizing the first High-level Conference of Heads of Counter-Terrorism Agencies 

at the United Nations. 

I am confident that our meeting will achieve the important goals and will 

facilitate the establishment of close contacts to promote and encourage solid 

cooperation between the UN and the concerned agencies of the respective Member 

States. I would like to make some observation on key salient points. 

First, Kazakhstan actively supports the UN’s stewardship of multilateral 

action to combat terrorism. 

During Kazakhstan’s Presidency of the UN Security Council, earlier this year 

in January, a visit of the Council to Afghanistan was organized, the first since 2010. 

A long overdue ministerial debate was also held on “Building Regional Partnership 

in Afghanistan and Central Asia as a Model for the Security-Development Nexus”. 

Kazakhstan was the first country in Central Asia to make a voluntary 

contribution, to the UN Counter-Terrorism Center Trust Fund. We thus financed in 

2017 Phase 3 of the project titled, “Towards the Implementation of the Joint Plan of 

Action for the United Nations Global Counter Terrorism Strategy in Central Asia”. 

A draft Code of Conduct Towards Achieving a World Free of Terrorism was 

developed as part of the larger initiative of President Nursultan Nazarbayev of 

Kazakhstan to create a Global Counter-Terrorism Network, which he announced at 

the 70th session of the UN General Assembly in September 2015. 

We express our gratitude to the Member States that support the draft Code 

aimed at consolidating fight against terrorism under the auspices of the United 

Nations. 

Second, it is impossible to counter terrorist threats on individual basis, the 

world needs a continued concerted effort. Despite the successes of the international 

coalition in Syria and Iraq, ISIL represents a threat to the security of nations around 

the globe. We recognize the perils caused by the return of foreign terrorist fighters 

and problems related to their relocation and importance of updating sanction lists. 

A long-term and comprehensive cooperation among various national secret 

services is required to effectively counter international terrorism with a view of 

exchanging intelligence information, best practices, and resources. 

The national security and law enforcement agencies of Kazakhstan cooperate 

with the Anti-Terrorism Centre of the Commonwealth of Independent States, the 

Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the 

Collective Security Treaty Organization and the representatives of the United 
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Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the Organization for Security and Co-operation 

in Europe and the European Union. Kazakhstan also supports the activities and 

mandate of the Security Council’s 1540 Committee to strengthen non-proliferation 

of Weapons of Mass Destruction. 

I propose the following measures to strengthen cooperation. 

First. To adopt the Code of Conduct towards Achieving a World Free of 

Terrorism and to implement it through concerted efforts. 

Second. To eliminate all elements of “double standards” in countering 

terrorism in order to encourage active participation of all states. 

Third. To continue to improve the counter-terrorism treaty mechanisms and 

adopt the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism. 

Fourth. To control and put a rigorous halt to drug trafficking, which is the 

main source of terrorism financing. 

Fifth. To enhance the exchange of biometric information on terrorists 

between regional and international databases to obtain timely information about 

groups and individuals with destructive intentions. 

Sixth. To establish an exchange of best practices on the forensics and 

suppression of terrorist ideas on the Internet. It is equally critical to counteract 

activities in cyber space. 

Seventh. To take proactive measures to counter self-radicalization and 

prevent recruitment of citizens by extremist organizations. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, I support the idea of the UN Secretary-General to 

promote cooperation among Member States through creation of a global network of 

national counter-terrorism coordinators under the auspices of the United Nations. 

I confirm Kazakhstan's readiness to consolidate efforts in the fight against 

terrorism. 

Allow me once again to thank the organizers of the conference and wish all 

participants fruitful deliberations that significantly impact our collective endeavors 

to achieve a safer world. 

Thank you for your attention. 
 

 


