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Thank you, Secretary General Guterres and Under Secretary General Voronkov, for 
this opportunity to discuss how we can better tackle the common challenge of 
terrorism by working together.  

Europe has been the target of a wave of terrorist attacks in recent years, which has 
highlighted the importance of, and given impetus to, our work to close down the 
space in which terrorists operate, to build our resilience to attacks and our ability to 
recover from them, and to tackle the radicalisation and online terrorist content that 
fuels extremism.  

We are making it harder for terrorists to travel and to get access to money, firearms 
and explosives. 

We have stepped up security at our external borders, so that we know who is coming 
into the EU. And behind our external borders, we are advocating more cooperation 
between security and police forces across the EU.  

We support work at grassroots level, often by civil society actors in our communities 
to counter radicalisation and prevent violent extremism.  And we are pressing internet 
platforms to do more to detect and remove illegal terrorist content online.   

At the operational level, the Commission is reinforcing the ability of our EU Agencies, 
like Europol, to support Member States in the fight against terrorism and serious 
crime.  

And we are providing extra funding, for example so that cities can put the 
infrastructure in place to better protect public spaces without changing their open 
character.  

At the same time, we need to build our collective resilience – and one of the most 
important ways to do this is to improve our information systems and how we share 
information and data. 

To help Member States address today's cross-border threats, our EU-wide 
information systems need to provide complete, accurate and reliable information to 
those whose job it is to keep us safe. Unfortunately, some of the tragic attacks that 
have happened over the last few years have highlighted weaknesses in the way this 
information is exchanged. 

That is why the European Union has pledged to support its Member States so that 
their authorities, their frontline officers, have the information they need, when and 
where they need it. 

For that, we need first to maximise the benefits of existing information systems.  

Our Member States are sharing more information each year. We are implementing 
Passenger Name Records across the EU. And we are working to improve our 
systems. For example, through more use of biometrics. 

Second, where it was necessary to close information gaps, we have proposed new 
information systems, including the European Travel Information and Authorisation 
System, or ETIAS; a European version of ESTA. 



 

 

Third, we are looking at how our information systems interact, how they become 
interoperable, so that, for example, authorities can tackle identity fraud. A number of 
the terrorists who have struck in Europe were hiding behind multiple identities. 

In all this, we are acutely conscious of the need to work closely with our international 
partners. We will continue to support the UN, international agencies, civil society, and 
all those countries who are joined together in this effort. Last year, we were working 
on some 600 projects with countries outside the EU to help them build their security.  

This is a shared effort against a common challenge. And we are committed to 
continue it. 

Thank you. 


