
Statement by Mr. MUN, Yeong Gi 

Chief of the National Counter-Terrorism Center 

Head of Delegation of the Republic of Korea 

General Assembly High-Level Conference on Counter-Terrorism 

29 JUNE 2018 

Mr. Chair, 

Distinguished gusts, and Ladies and gentlemen, 

I would like to start by expressing my gratitude to the UN for holding this 

timely and important High-Level Conference. 

Terrorism and violent extremism transcend national boundaries and 

regions, and my country is not an exception. The Republic of Korea has 

been actively participating in international efforts to address this 

transnational issue at home and abroad. 

At home, we focused our efforts in prevention. We established our 

National Plan of Action for Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) in 

January of this year. 

Based on this Plan of Action, we are committed to encouraging 

community dialogue and engagement, empowering young people, and 

preventing misuse of internet by terrorist groups. 

At the regional level, we made continuous efforts to facilitate international 

dialogue and information-sharing on PVE.  

In April of this year in Seoul, we held the “Inter-regional Conference on 

PVE”, in cooperation with OSCE. 

The Conference gathered participants from Asia and Europe, and provided 

a valuable opportunity to share experience and good practices between the 

two regions. 



In partnership with the UN CTED and the government of Thailand, we 

also co-hosted the “Asia ICT and Counter-Terrorism Dialogue” in January 

of this year in Bangkok. 

Various participants from governments and NGOs in Asia and Europe 

participated in the workshop and discussed ways to respond to the misuse 

of ICT for terrorist groups.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

With respect to strengthening global action to prevent violent extremism, I 

would like to emphasize the following three points.  

First, we suggest that we continue our efforts in empowering and 

engaging young people by enhancing the Global Citizenship Education 

(GCED).   

The Republic of Korea has been at the forefront of the Global Citizenship 

Education as we believe that it helps young people learn universal values 

such as peace, harmony, tolerance and respect for other cultures and 

religions.  

The Global Citizenship Education can be a very powerful tool in 

empowering young people and preventing the spread of violent extremism 

among them.  

The Asia-Pacific Center of Education for International Understanding 

(APCEIU) in Seoul under the auspices of UNESCO plays an important 

role as the clearing house for Global Citizenship Education. The APCEIU 

offers capacity-building programs for educators and provides useful 

teaching and learning materials in different languages. 

Second, we should further develop the public-private partnerships I 

countering violent extremist ideologies online.  

Terrorists misuse the internet to spread their narratives and recruit 

followers. In order to effectively respond to their illegal online activities 

while also respecting freedom of expression, we need to enhance our 



global partnership among various stakeholder including tech companies 

and civil society. 

In this context, the Korean government is participating as a partner in the 

Tech-Against Terrorism Initiative of the UN CTED. A number of big tech 

companies such as Google and Facebook are participating in this initiative 

for the purpose of sharing knowledge and know-hows on tackling misuse 

of the internet by terrorists.  

As part of the CTED-led initiative, the Korean government sponsored the 

recently launched Knowledge Sharing Platform, a website offering online 

resources for the global tech industry. This online platform helps smaller 

tech companies assess and mitigate their risk of being exploited by 

terrorists, and provide guideline on content regulation.  

Domestically, we are proactive on regulating illegal online content. This 

year alone, several hundred online posts on making guns and explosives 

have been regulated in Korea. 

Third, the coordinating role of the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism 

should be strengthened. The coordination and coherence among relevant 

UN agencies are necessary to void duplication of capacity-building 

projects for member states and efficiently utilize limited resources.  

In this respect, the Korean government highly appreciates the recently 

signed UN Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact. We expect 

that this Compact will enhance the all-of-UN approach to terrorism and 

violent extremism.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

In closing, I firmly believe that making our community more resilient to 

terrorism and violent extremism is our shared responsibility for the future 

generations. I hope that this High-Level Conference will bring us a step 

closer to fulfilling this obligation by further strengthening international 

counter-terrorism cooperation.   

Thank you, Chair.  /END/ 


