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Secretary-General, Under Secretary-General, Excellences, Heads of National 

Counter-Terrorism Agencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

At the outset, I would like to thank you, Under-Secretary-General Voronkov for giving 

me the opportunity to speak in this opening session of the very first United Nations 

High-level Conference of Heads of Counter-Terrorism Agencies of Member States.  

I would like to congratulate you for the idea of convening the conference. Coming 

from a country, where honest discussion and practical solutions are valued, the idea 

to bring national counter-terrorism professionals together, to exchange views in 

operational and practical manner, makes perfect sense.  

I wish all the best for the conference!  

 

Mr Chairman, 

End of last year the President of the General Assembly trusted me with the 

responsibility to co-facilitate, with my dear fellow Ambassador Sima Sami Bahous, 

Permanent Representative of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the Sixth Review of 

the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy.  

The Strategy that was adopted by the General Assembly in 2006, is a unique global 

blueprint to enhance and guide national, regional and international counter terrorism 

efforts. The General Assembly reviews the implementation of the strategy every two 

years, making it a living document attuned to Member States’ priorities. The Sixth 

Review was the first one conducted after the establishment of the United Nations 

Office of Counter-Terrorism last year. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

Office for their strong support to the process.  

The facilitation process was challenging, but at the same time exciting. It highlighted 

the crucial role of the UN in uniting the international community against the threat of 

terrorism. Countering terrorism is a common effort. No country can manage this 

challenge alone. 

During the facilitation process we were encouraged to realize that despite 

differences in their views, all Member States worked in the spirit of a common goal. 

A consensual outcome of the Review resolution is critically important and bears a 

great value. 

Without going into the details of the resolution, I would like highlight that a technical 

restructuration of the document was accomplished and as result, a more streamlined 



version of the resolution was produced. During this exercise, we kept in mind those, 

who are (luckily?) perhaps not so versed in the UN jargon as we are. We hope that 

the resolution is a bit more reader friendly than before, and that it works as a useful 

guiding document for you all.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

The global security environment has changed drastically; at the same time, the 

threat of violent extremism and terrorism is growing and evolving across the world. In 

today’s security environment, no-one is left untouched by the heightened and more 

diverse terrorist threat. 

Finland emphazises preventive work in countering terrorism and violent extremism. 

Violent extremism is not a new phenomenon, and we have had structures in place to 

prevent and counter it already for quite some time. For us it is evident that security-

based counter-terrorism measures alone are not sufficient, and need to be 

complemented by a more comprehensive approach. 

We are convinced that it is clearly preferable, and certainly more cost-effective, to 

prevent violent extremism, than to be forced to address its many adverse 

consequences. But, in order to succeed, it requires a concerted, multidisciplinary 

effort at all levels: local, national, regional and international.  

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

Finally, I would like to point out a few elements that we find crucial. 

Firstly, the role of the youth in prevention of violent extremism and countering 

terrorism is essential. We feel that the young people need to become more aware 

and better prepared to recognize and reject propaganda and attempts to provoke 

them to violence. A key element to achieve this is to integrate young people better 

into the society, to recognize them as relevant actors and decision-makers, and to 

give them significant roles. Education plays a crucial role in developing a sense of 

civic responsibility and intercultural understanding.  

Secondly, civil society and religious communities play a significant role in preventing 

violent extremism and countering terrorism. It is important that different religious 

communities support each other in concrete situations where one group is under 

threat or becomes target for hate-crimes.  

Lastly, research shows that there is a correlation between gender equality and a 

decrease in violent extremism. Societies with relative gender equality are less prone 

to violent extremism.  Women’s empowerment and ensuring women’s full 

participation in decision-making are essential when it comes to preventing violent 

extremism.   



I wish you all a successful conference! 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

 

 

 

 


