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  Eligibility 
 

 

1. The purpose of the voluntary trust fund (the fund), established under article 52, 

paragraph 4, of the Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of 

Areas beyond National Jurisdiction, is to facilitate the participation of representatives 

of developing States Parties, in particular the least developed countries, landlocked 

developing countries and small island developing States, in the meetings of the bodies 

established under the Agreement.  

 

  Definitions 
 

 

2. “Meetings of the bodies established under the Agreement” include meetings of 

the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies.  

3. References to representatives of developing States Parties in these terms of 

reference are understood to also include members of subsidiary bodies who are 

eligible to receive assistance from the fund. 

 

  Use of the fund 
 

 

4. The fund will facilitate the participation of representatives of developing States 

Parties, in particular least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and 

small island developing States in the meetings of the bodies established under the 

Agreement, including meetings of the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties, as well 

as meetings of ad hoc groups, working groups and subcommittees established under 

Conference of the Parties or its subsidiary bodies, subject to the availability of funds.  

5. Unless the Conference of the Parties decides otherwise, requests for assistance 

from the fund are limited to [at least] one representative for each developing State 

Party at each in-person meeting for which assistance is made available.   

6.  Having regard for the status of the fund, and upon notification from the head of 

the secretariat, assistance from the fund may be extended to up to two representatives 

for each developing State Party that is a least developed country, landlocked 

developing country or small island developing State, at each in-person meeting for 

which assistance is made available.   

7. The fund will cover the costs of the economy round-trip air fares, terminal 

expenses and daily subsistence allowance of the representatives designated by their 

Governments and selected as recipients of assistance from the fund. 

 

  Application process 
 

 

8. The head of the secretariat shall notify developing States Parties that 

applications for financial assistance can be submitted at the time of notification of the 

respective meeting.  

9. Each request for financial assistance shall be considered by the secretariat. 

Consideration of the requests for financial assistance shall be guided by : 

 (a) the need to give priority to requests for assistance from least developed 

countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States;  

 (b) the need for equitable geographical representation; 

 (c) the timeliness of applications; 
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 (d) the completeness of applications; and  

 (e) the availability of funds.  

10. If the number of requests for assistance exceeds the availability of funds, the 

secretariat may engage the Bureau to assist the secretariat in the evaluation of the 

requests for assistance and the selection of the recipients.  

 

  Implementing office  
 

 

11. The secretariat will administer the fund and act as the implementing office for 

the fund. 

 

  Status of the fund 
 

 

12. The head of the secretariat shall, at each ordinary meeting, report to the 

Conference of the Parties on the use and status of the fund. The reports shall include 

information on contributions received, disbursements made and administrative costs 

and shall include data disaggregated by categories of developing States Parties.  

13. The head of the secretariat shall invite Parties to contribute to the voluntary trust 

fund at least six months prior to each ordinary meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties, providing information on the financial need, and encouraging Parties to 

ensure that any voluntary contributions are made at least three months before the 

meeting. 

 

 Financial rules 
 
14. The Financial Rules of the Conference of the Parties to the Agreement shall 

apply to the fund.   

15. The financial resources specified in rules 5.1(b) and (c) of the Financial Rules 

that are earmarked to this fund shall be credited to the voluntary trust fund.  

 

  Publicity  

 

 

16. The secretariat will make publicly available details of the fund, including details 

on application procedures and assistance provided. The secretariat should strive to 

explore ways to promote contributions to and knowledge of the fund through public 

and private sources, both national and international, including, but not limited to, 

contributions from States, international financial institutions, existing funding 

mechanisms under global and regional instruments, donor agencies,  

intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations and natural and 

juridical persons, and through public-private partnerships.  

 

  Revision 
 
 

17. The Conference of the Parties may revise the above terms, if circumstances so 

require.  

 


