
FLOW CHART: THE CLEARING-HOUSE MECHANISM UNDER THE AGREEMENT UNDER THE 
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEA ON THE CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF 

MARINE BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY OF AREAS BEYOND NATIONAL JURISDICTION
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Information relating to marine genetic resources 
of ABNJ (art.51(3)(a)(i))

Information relating to requests for CBTMT and 
opportunities with respect thereto 

(art.51(3)(a)(iv))

Information relating to environmental impact 
assessments (art.51(3)(a)(iii))

CHM serves as a centralized platform for Parties to access, 
share and disseminate information with respect to activities 

taking place pursuant to the provisions of this Agreement 
(art.51(3)(a))

Information relating to the establishment and 
implementation of area-based management 

tools, including marine protected areas 
(art.51(3)(a)(ii))

ABS Committee may make recommendations to COP on 
matters relating to Part II in relation to CHM (art.15(3)(d))

Secretariat manages CHM, without prejudice to possible 
cooperation with other IFBs as determined by COP (art.51(4))

COP determines the specific modalities 
for the operation of CHM (art.51(2))

COP may determine other functions to 
be performed by CHM (art.51(3)(g))

FUNCTIONS AS CENTRALIZED PLATFORM FOR INFORMATION GOVERNANCE

CHM publishes reports on EIAs 
conducted under relevant 

instruments, frameworks and 
bodies (art.29(5) and (6))

CHM makes draft EIA reports 
available during the public 
consultation process and 

publishing EIA reports 
(art.33(3) and (5))

CHM makes decision 
documents on planned 

activities public (art.34(3))

CHM makes monitoring 
reports public (art.36(2))

CHM publishes notifications of 
significant adverse impacts of 
authorized activities (art.37(2))

CHM receives and makes 
available information and 
reports on EIAs conducted 

under a Party's national 
process (art.28(2)(a) and (c))

CHM publishes reports on the 
review of the impacts of 
authorized activities and 
decision documents on 

changes to authorization 
decisions (art.37(6)(b))

CHM keeps States and 
stakeholders informed in the 

monitoring, reporting and 
review processes (art.37(5))

CHM makes publicly available 
concerns registered by Parties 
that the authorized activity may 

have significant adverse 
impacts, any notifications 

issued and any 
recommendations by the STB 

(art.37(4)(d))

CHM makes publicly available 
the views registered by Parties 

on potential impacts of a 
planned activity and 

recommendations of the STB 
(art. 31(1)(a)(vi))

CHM publishes public 
notifications of planned 

activities (art.32(1))

CHM makes relevant 
information on screening 

publicly available 
(art.31(1)(a)(i))

STB may make 
recommendations to the Party 

concerned (art. 31(1)(a)(iv), 
37(3) and (4)(c))

EIAs

CHM receives notifications prior to and post collection in situ 
of marine genetic resources of ABNJ, as well as at the stage 

of utilization (art.12(2), (4), (5) and (8))

CHM automatically generates "BBNJ" standardized batch 
identifiers (art.12(3))

Parties make available to the ABS Committee, through CHM, 
information required, including measures taken and national 

focal points (art.15(4))

ABS Committee prepares a 
report based on information 

received from CHM (art.16(3))

CHM may facilitate access to traditional knowledge of 
Indigenous Peoples and local communities associated with 

marine genetic resources in ABNJ (art. 13)

MGRs

CHM facilitates assessments of needs and priorities of 
developing States Parties in relation to CBTMT (art.42(4))

CHM facilitates the matching of capacity-building needs with 
the support available and with providers of the transfer of 

marine technology (art.51(3)(b)) 

CBTMT Committee assesses and reviews the 
needs and priorities of developing States 

Parties (art.45(2)(a))

CB&TMT

CHM builds on global, regional and subregional 
clearing-house institutions when establishing regional and 

subregional mechanisms (art.51(3)(d))

CHM provides links to relevant clearing-house mechanisms 
and other gene banks, repositories and databases, including 
those pertaining to relevant traditional knowledge of IPLCs 

and links with publicly available private and 
non-governmental platforms for the exchange of information 

(art.51(3)(c))

CHM facilitates international cooperation and collaboration, 
including scientific and technical cooperation and 

collaboration (art.51(3)(f))

CHM fosters enhanced transparency, including by facilitating 
the sharing of environmental baseline data and information 

between Parties and relevant stakeholders (art.51(3)(e))

COP

OTHER FUNCTIONS

CHM performs such other functions as may be determined 
by COP or assigned to it under the Agreement (art.51(3)(g))
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