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	The Parties to this Agreement,
	Recalling the relevant provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, including the obligation to protect and preserve the marine environment,
	Stressing the need to respect the balance of rights, obligations and interests set out in the Convention,
	Recognizing the need to address, in a coherent and cooperative manner, biodiversity loss and degradation of ecosystems of the ocean, due to, in particular, climate change, pollution and unsustainable use,
	Stressing the need for the comprehensive global regime to better address the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction, 
	Recognizing the importance of contributing to the realization of a just and equitable international economic order which takes into account the interests and needs of mankind as a whole and, in particular, the special interests and needs of developing States, 
	Recognizing also that support for developing States Parties through capacity-building and the development and transfer of marine technology are essential elements for the attainment of the objectives of the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction,
	Recalling the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;
	Affirming that nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as diminishing or extinguishing the existing rights of Indigenous Peoples or the interests of local communities, 
	Recognizing the obligation set out in the Convention to assess the potential effects on the marine environment of activities that may cause substantial pollution of or significant and harmful changes to the marine environment regardless of whether these activities are conducted in or beyond the areas where sovereign rights are exercised in accordance with the Convention
	Mindful of the obligation set out in the Convention to take all measures necessary to ensure that pollution arising from incidents or activities does not spread beyond the areas where sovereign rights are exercised in accordance with the Convention
	Desiring to act as stewards of the ocean in areas beyond national jurisdiction on behalf of present and future generations by protecting, caring for and ensuring responsible use of the marine environment, maintaining the integrity of ocean ecosystems and preserving the inherent value of biodiversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction,
	Respecting the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of all States,
	[Recalling, with respect to non-parties to the Convention, that Part III, Section 4, of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties sets out the rules on treaties and third States,]
	Committed to achieving sustainable development,
	Aspiring to achieve universal participation,
	Have agreed as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk124324195]PART I
GENERAL PROVISIONS


Article 1
Use of terms


For the purposes of this Agreement:

8.	“Cumulative impacts” means the combined and incremental impacts resulting from different activities, including known past and present and reasonably foreseeable activities, or from the repetition of similar activities over time, and the consequences of climate change, ocean acidification and related impacts. 





PART IV
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS


Article 21 bis
Objectives


The objectives of this Part are to:
	(a)	Operationalize the provisions of the Convention on environmental impact assessment for areas beyond national jurisdiction by establishing processes, thresholds and other requirements for conducting and reporting assessments by Parties;
	(b)	Ensure that activities covered by this Part are assessed and managed [to prevent, mitigate and manage significant adverse impacts] [for the purpose of protecting and preserving the marine environment];
	(c)	Support the consideration of cumulative impacts and impacts in areas within national jurisdiction;
	(d)	Provide for strategic environmental assessments; 
	(e)	Achieve a coherent environmental impact assessment framework for activities in areas beyond national jurisdiction;
	[(f) Build and strengthen the capacity of Parties, particularly developing States Parties, in particular the least developed countries, landlocked developing countries, geographically disadvantaged States, small island developing States, coastal African States, archipelagic States and developing middle income countries, taking into account the special circumstances of least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, to prepare, conduct and evaluate environmental impact assessments and strategic environmental assessments in support of the objectives of this Agreement.]


Article 22
Obligation to conduct environmental impact assessments


1.	Parties shall ensure that the potential impacts on the marine environment of planned activities under their jurisdiction or control, which take place in areas beyond national jurisdiction, are assessed as set out in this Part before they are authorized. 

		OPTION I:

2.	When Parties determine that a planned activity in marine areas within national jurisdiction is likely to have impacts in areas beyond national jurisdiction, Parties shall publish the reports of the results of any environmental impact assessments prepared under their national legislation, including through the clearing-house mechanism.
3.	A Party may extend the application of this Part to planned activities under its jurisdiction or control, which take place in marine areas within national jurisdiction and are likely to have impacts in areas beyond national jurisdiction. In that case, it shall notify the [Secretary-General] [depositary] accordingly, at the time of expressing its consent to be bound by this Agreement or at any time thereafter.

		OPTION II:

2.	When a Party with jurisdiction or control over a planned activity that is to be conducted in marine areas within national jurisdiction determines that the activity [is likely to have more than a minor or transitory effect] [may cause substantial pollution of or significant and harmful changes to the marine environment] in areas beyond national jurisdiction, that Party shall ensure that an environmental impact assessment of such activity is conducted in accordance with this Part or an environmental impact assessment is conducted under the Party’s national process. A Party conducting such an assessment under its national process shall:
	(a)	Make relevant information available through the clearing-house mechanism, in a timely manner so as to provide an opportunity for the Scientific and Technical Body to provide comments [during the national process];
	(b)	Ensure that the activity is monitored in a manner consistent with the requirements of its national process; 
	(c)	Ensure that environmental impact assessment reports and any relevant monitoring reports are made available through the clearing-house mechanism as set out in this Agreement.
	3.	Upon receiving the information referred to in paragraph 2 (a) above, the Scientific and Technical Body may provide comments to the Party with jurisdiction or control over the planned activity during its national process.

		

Article 23
Relationship between this Agreement and environmental impact assessment processes under other relevant legal instruments and frameworks and relevant global, regional, subregional and sectoral bodies


1.	Parties shall promote the use of environmental impact assessments and the adoption and implementation of the standards and/or guidelines developed under article 41 bis in relevant legal instruments and frameworks and relevant global, regional, subregional and sectoral bodies of which they are members. 
2. 	The Conference of the Parties shall develop mechanisms for the Scientific and Technical Body under this Part to collaborate with relevant legal instruments and frameworks and relevant global, regional, subregional and sectoral bodies that with a mandate to regulate activities [with impacts] in areas beyond national jurisdiction or to protect the marine environment.
[3.	When developing or updating standards or guidelines for the conduct of environmental impact assessments of activities [with impacts] in areas beyond national jurisdiction by Parties to this Agreement under article 41bis, the Scientific and Technical Body shall, as appropriate, collaborate with relevant legal instruments and frameworks and relevant global, regional, subregional and sectoral bodies.]
4.	It is not necessary to conduct a screening or an environmental impact assessment of a planned activity [with impacts] in areas beyond national jurisdiction provided that [the Party with jurisdiction or control over the planned activity][the Scientific and Technical Body] determines that:
	(a)	The potential impacts of the planned activity or category of activity have been assessed in accordance with the requirements of other relevant legal instruments or frameworks or by relevant global, regional, subregional or sectoral bodies; 
	(b)	(i) The assessment already undertaken for the planned activity is [functionally or substantively] equivalent [[and][or] comparably comprehensive, including with respect to such elements as the assessment of cumulative impacts] to the one required under this Part, and the results of the assessment are taken into account; or
		(ii) The regulations or standards of the relevant legal instruments or frameworks or relevant global, regional, subregional or sectoral bodies arising from the assessment [were designed to][, when complied with,] prevent, or mitigate or manage potential impacts [below the threshold for environmental impact assessments under this Part], and have been complied with.
[bookmark: _Hlk112346972]5. 	When an environmental impact assessment under a relevant legal instrument or framework or a relevant global, regional, subregional or sectoral body for a planned activity [with impacts] in areas beyond national jurisdiction has been conducted, the Party concerned shall ensure that the environmental impact assessment report is published through the clearing-house mechanism. 
6.	Unless the planned activities that meet the criteria set out in paragraph 4(b)(i) are subject to monitoring and review under a relevant legal instrument or framework or relevant global, regional, subregional or sectoral body, Parties shall monitor and review the activities and ensure that the monitoring and review reports are published through the clearing-house mechanism.


Article 24
Threshold[s] and factors for conducting environmental impact assessments


		1.	Option A: 

	When a planned activity [is likely to have more than a minor or transitory effect] [may have a minor or transitory effect or greater] on the marine environment [or the effects of the activity are unknown or poorly understood], the Party with jurisdiction or control of the activity shall conduct [an initial environmental evaluation] [a screening] of the activity under Article 30 using the factors under paragraph 2:
(a) The screening shall be sufficiently detailed for the Party to assess if it has reasonable grounds for believing whether the planned activity may cause substantial pollution of or significant and harmful changes to the marine environment and shall include:

(i) A description of the planned activity, including its purpose, location, duration and intensity; and

(ii) An initial analysis of the potential impacts, including consideration of cumulative impacts [and, as appropriate, alternatives].

	(b) If it is determined on the basis of the screening that the Party has reasonable grounds for believing that the activity may cause substantial pollution of or significant and harmful changes to the marine environment [or the effects of the activity are unknown or poorly understood], an environmental impact assessment shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of this Part.
	Option B: In accordance with article 206 of the Convention, when Parties have reasonable grounds for believing that planned activities under their jurisdiction or control in areas beyond national jurisdiction may cause substantial pollution of or significant and harmful changes to the marine environment, they shall, [individually or collectively,] as far as practicable, assess the potential effects of such activities on the marine environment. 
2.	When determining whether planned activities under their jurisdiction or control meet the threshold in paragraph 1, Parties shall consider the following non-exhaustive factors:
	(a)	The type of, and technology used for, the activity and the manner in which it is to be conducted;
	(b)	The duration of the activity;
	(c)	The location of the activity;
	(d)	The characteristics and ecosystem of the location (including areas of particular ecological or biological significance or vulnerability);
	(e)	The potential impacts of the activity, including the potential cumulative impacts and the potential impacts in areas within national jurisdiction;
	(f)	Other relevant ecological or biological criteria.


Article 25


Deleted.


Article 26


Deleted.


Article 27


Deleted. 


Article 28


Deleted. 
Article 29


Deleted.


Article 30
Process for environmental impact assessments


1.	Parties shall ensure that the process for conducting an environmental impact assessment pursuant to this Part includes the following steps: 
	(a)	Screening. Parties shall undertake screening in a timely manner to determine whether an environmental impact assessment is required in respect of a planned activity under its jurisdiction or control in accordance with article 24 and make its determination publicly available: 
	(i)	If a Party determines that an environmental impact assessment is not required for a planned activity under its jurisdiction or control, it [may] [shall] make relevant information, including a description of the activity and the results of the initial analysis of potential impacts, publicly available through the clearing-house mechanism under this Agreement; 
	[(ii)	A Party may register its views on a determination published in accordance with subparagraph (i) with the Party that made the determination and the Scientific and Technical Body within [thirty] [sixty] days of the publication;] 
	[(iii)	 If the Party that registered its views expressed concerns on the determination, the Party that made that determination shall consider such concerns and may review its determination;]
	[(iv)	Upon consideration of the [views] [and] [concerns] registered by a Party under (ii), the Scientific and Technical Body [shall] review the determination [on the basis of the best available science and scientific information and, where available, relevant traditional knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and local communities] and, as appropriate, [may make] recommendations to the Party that made the determination;]
	[(v)	The Party that made the determination under (i) shall consider any recommendations by the Scientific and Technical Body;]
	(b)	Scoping. Parties shall ensure that key environmental and any associated [impacts, such as] economic, social, economic, cultural and human health impacts [as well as any other relevant impacts], including potential cumulative impacts, [[and] impacts in areas within national jurisdiction, [as well as alternatives], to be included in the environmental impact assessments that shall be conducted under this Part, are identified. The scope shall be defined by using the best available science and scientific information and, where available, relevant traditional knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and local communities;
	(c)	Impact assessment and evaluation. Parties shall ensure that the impacts of planned activities, including cumulative impacts and impacts in areas within national jurisdiction, are assessed and evaluated using the best available science and scientific information, and, where available, relevant traditional knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and local communities; 
	(d)	Prevention, mitigation and management of potential adverse effects. Parties shall ensure that: 
	(i)	Measures to prevent, mitigate and manage potential adverse effects of the planned activities under their jurisdiction or control are identified and analysed to avoid significant adverse impacts. Such measures may include the consideration of alternatives to the planned activity under their jurisdiction or control; 
	(ii)	Where appropriate, these measures are incorporated into an environmental management plan; 
	(e)	Parties shall ensure public notification and consultation in accordance with article 34;
	(f)	Parties shall ensure preparation and publication of an environmental impact assessment report in accordance with article 35. 
2.	Parties may conduct joint environmental impact assessments, in particular for activities under the jurisdiction or control of small island developing States. 
3.	A roster of experts shall be created under the Scientific and Technical Body. Parties with capacity constraints may request advice and assistance from those experts to conduct and evaluate screenings and environmental impact assessments for a planned activity under their jurisdiction or control. The experts cannot be appointed in another part of the environmental impact assessment process of the same activity. The Party that requested the advice and assistance shall [ensure that such environmental impact assessments are submitted to the Party for review and decision-making] [forward such environmental impact assessments for review by the Scientific and Technical Body and decision-making by the Conference of the Parties].
[4. 	(a)	A Party may register its concerns with the Scientific and Technical Body or Implementation and Compliance Committee, as appropriate, in the case of any of the following matters: 
(i)	A Party determines that no assessment is required for a planned activity in accordance with Articles 23 or 24; 
(ii)	A Party determines that an activity may proceed under Article 38; or
(iii)	Any other concerns after a planned activity has been authorized to proceed, including with respect to monitoring, review, and reporting in accordance with the provisions of this Part. 
	(b)	Upon consideration of the concerns registered by a Party, the Scientific and Technical Body or the Implementation and Compliance Committee, as appropriate, shall review the matter based on the best available science and scientific information and, where available, relevant traditional knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and local communities and, as appropriate, make recommendations to the responsible Party. 
	(c)	The registration of concern and the recommendations of the Scientific and Technical Body or Implementation and Compliance Committee, as appropriate, shall be made publicly available, including through the clearing-house mechanism. 
	(d)	The responsible Party shall consider and address any recommendations by the Scientific and Technical Body or Implementation and Compliance Committee.]


Article 31


Deleted.


Article 32


Deleted.


Article 33


Deleted.


Article 34
Public notification and consultation


1.	Parties shall ensure timely public notification of planned activities, including, as appropriate, through the secretariat, planned and effective, time-bound opportunities for stakeholder participation throughout the environmental impact assessment process, including through the submission of comments, before a decision is made as to whether to authorize the activity, in particular when identifying the scope of an environmental impact assessment under article 30, paragraph 1 (b) and when a draft environmental impact assessment report has been prepared under article 35. 
2.	Option A: Stakeholders in this process include potentially affected States, [in particular adjacent coastal States,] [Indigenous Peoples and local communities with relevant traditional knowledge,] relevant global, regional, subregional and sectoral bodies, non‑governmental organizations, the general public, academia, scientific experts, [and] [affected parties] [,] [and] [communities and organizations that have special expertise or jurisdiction] [and] [interested Parties]. 
	Option B: … to all relevant stakeholders, including all States, with an emphasis on the States potentially most affected. Such States shall be determined taking into account the nature and potential effects on the marine environment of the planned activity and shall include coastal States whose exercise of sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring and exploiting and conserving and managing natural resources may reasonably be believed to be affected by the activity and States that carry out, in the area of the planned activity, human activities that may reasonably be believed to be affected, including economic activities. 
3.	Public notification and consultation shall, in accordance with article 48 bis, paragraph 3, be transparent and inclusive, conducted in a timely manner [and targeted and proactive[, where practicable,] when involving adjacent small island developing States].
4.	Substantive comments received during the consultation process[, including from adjacent coastal States,] shall be considered and responded to or addressed by Parties. Parties shall give particular regard to comments concerning potential impacts in areas within national jurisdiction. [In such cases where the planned activity is likely to affect areas within national jurisdiction, the Party under whose jurisdiction or control the activity is intended to take place shall consider the relevant comments of the concerned States and provide written responses specifically addressing such comments, including regarding any additional measures meant to address those potential impacts.] Parties shall make public the comments received and the responses or descriptions of the manner in which they were addressed.
[5.	The Scientific and Technical Body may conduct further public consultation only once on reports only once that it reviews under this Agreement.]
[6.	In cases where the planned activities affect areas of the high seas that are entirely surrounded by the exclusive economic zones of States, Parties shall: 
	(a)	Maintain targeted and proactive consultations, including prior notification, with such surrounding States; 
	(b)	Consider the views and comments of those surrounding States on the planned activities and provide written responses specifically addressing such views and comments [, and revise the proposed activities accordingly].]
7.	Parties shall ensure access to information related to the environmental impact assessment process under this Agreement. Notwithstanding this, Parties shall not be required to disclose confidential or proprietary information. The fact that confidential or proprietary information has been redacted shall be indicated in public documents. 


Article 35
Environmental impact assessment reports


1.	Parties shall ensure the preparation of an environmental impact assessment report for any such assessment undertaken pursuant to this Part. 
2.	The environmental impact assessment report shall include, as a minimum, the following information: a description of the planned activity, including its location, a description of the results of the scoping exercise, a baseline assessment of the marine environment likely to be affected, a description of potential impacts, including potential cumulative impacts and any impacts in areas within national jurisdiction, a description of potential prevention, mitigation and management measures, uncertainties and gaps in knowledge, information on the public consultation process, a description of the consideration of reasonable alternatives to the planned activity, a description of follow-up actions, including an environmental management plan, and a non-technical summary. 
[3.	Draft environmental impact assessment reports [for activities deemed through the screening as likely to have more than minor or transitory impact] prepared pursuant to this Agreement shall be considered and reviewed by the Scientific and Technical Body.]
[4.	[Before proceeding with a recommendation to the Conference of the Parties under article 38, paragraph 1, the] [The] Scientific and Technical Body may recommend rectifications to the Party. [The Party may require the Scientific and Technical Body, at any time, to make a recommendation to the Conference of the Parties.]]
5.	Parties [and the Scientific and Technical Body] shall publish the reports of the environmental impact assessments, including through the clearing-house mechanism. The secretariat shall ensure that all Parties are notified in a timely manner when reports are published through the clearing-house mechanism. 
[6.	Final environmental impact assessment reports shall be considered and reviewed by the Scientific and Technical Body, on the basis of relevant practices, procedures and knowledge under this Agreement, for the purpose of developing guidelines, including the identification of best practices.]
7.	A selection of the published information used in the screening process to make decisions on whether to conduct an environmental impact assessment, in accordance with articles 24 and 30, shall be considered and reviewed by the Scientific and Technical Body, on the basis of relevant practices, procedures and knowledge under this Agreement, for the purpose of developing guidelines, including the identification of best practices.


Article 36


Deleted.


Article 37


Deleted.


Article 38
Decision-making


1.	Option A: A Party under whose jurisdiction or control a planned activity falls shall be responsible for determining if it may proceed.
	Option B: A Party under whose jurisdiction or control a planned activity falls shall be responsible for determining if it may proceed when the proposed activity has been determined to likely have equal to or less than a minor or transitory effect on the marine environment under article 24, or require an environmental impact assessment under article 23, paragraph 5.
[bookmark: Q4EJ0TRJ6BF]	1 bis. The Conference of the Parties shall be responsible for determining whether a planned activity under the jurisdiction or control of a Party, which has been determined to likely have greater than a minor or transitory effect on the marine environment under article 24, or require an environmental impact assessment under article 30, may proceed, in accordance with the following procedural requirements: 
	(a)	The environmental impact assessment report shall be submitted for review to the Scientific and Technical Body, which shall, taking into due account inputs received during public consultation, review the report and make a recommendation to the Conference of the Parties on whether the planned activity under the jurisdiction or control of a Party should proceed;
[bookmark: Q4EJ0U2U0IS]	(b)	A revised environmental impact assessment report may be submitted to a panel of experts appointed by the Scientific and Technical Body for reconsideration where the Scientific and Technical Body has recommended that the planned activity under the jurisdiction or control of a Party should not proceed.
2.	When determining whether the planned activity may proceed under this Part, full account shall be taken of an environmental impact assessment conducted in accordance with this Part. [A decision to authorize the planned activity under the jurisdiction or control of a Party shall [only be made when the Party [has made all reasonable efforts to ensure that] [determines]] [include consideration as to whether] [only be made when, taking into account management or mitigation measures] the activity can be conducted in a manner consistent with the prevention[, mitigation or management] of [significant adverse impacts on] [substantial pollution of or significant and harmful changes to] the marine environment.]
3.	Decision documents shall clearly outline any conditions of approval related to mitigation measures and follow-up requirements. Decision documents shall be made public, including through the clearing-house mechanism.
[bookmark: E20220610]4.	At the request of a Party, the Conference of the Parties may provide advice and assistance to that Party when determining whether a planned activity under its jurisdiction or control may proceed.


Article 39
Monitoring of impacts of authorized activities


	Parties shall, by using the best available science and scientific information and, where available, the relevant traditional knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and local communities, keep under surveillance the impacts of any activities in areas beyond national jurisdiction which they permit or in which they engage in order to determine whether these activities [are likely to pollute or have adverse impacts on][may cause substantial pollution of or significant and harmful changes to] the marine environment. In particular, each Party shall monitor the environmental and any associated [impacts, such as] [economic, social, economic, cultural and human health [as well as any other related] impacts, of an authorized activity under their jurisdiction or control in accordance with the conditions set out in the approval of the activity.


Article 40
Reporting on impacts of authorized activities


1.	Parties, whether acting individually or collectively, shall periodically report on the impacts of the authorized activity and the results of the monitoring required under article 39. 
2.	Monitoring reports shall be made public, including through the clearing-house mechanism [and:]
	[[(a)]	 Tthe Scientific and Technical Body may [conduct a review of the reports submitted to the clearing-house mechanism in consultation with the Party submitting the report] [request independent consultants or an expert panel to undertake a further review of the monitoring reports submitted to [it][the clearing-house mechanism]][.][;]
	[[(b)]	Other States, and the bodies of relevant legal instruments and frameworks and relevant global, regional, subregional and sectoral bodies, in accordance with their respective mandates, may analyse the monitoring reports and highlight cases of non‑compliance, any lack of information or other shortcomings, and provide recommendations regarding the environmental assessment and review.]
[bookmark: _Hlk128162523]3.	Monitoring reports shall be considered by the Scientific and Technical Body, on the basis of relevant practices, procedures and knowledge under this Agreement, for the purpose of developing guidelines on the monitoring of impacts of authorized activities, including the identification of best practices.


Article 41
Review of authorized activities and their impacts


1.	Parties shall ensure that the impacts of the authorized activity monitored pursuant to article 39 are reviewed. 
2.	Should the monitoring required under article 39 identify [significant adverse] impacts that were not foreseen in the environmental impact assessment, in nature or severity, or if any of the conditions set out in the approval of the activity are breached, the Party with jurisdiction or control over the activity [or the Scientific and Technical Body] shall review its decision authorizing the activity, notify the Conference of the Parties, other Parties and the public, including through the clearing-house mechanism and: 
	(a)	Require[, as appropriate,] the proponent to propose and implement measures to prevent, mitigate and/or manage those impacts	, or take any other necessary action and/or halt the activity [until appropriate measures have been implemented to prevent, mitigate or manage the impacts][, including any measures recommended by the Scientific and Technical Body to prevent, mitigate or manage those impacts], as appropriate; and
	(b)	Evaluate any measures implemented or actions taken under subparagraph ((a) in a timely manner[, after which the Scientific and Technical Body shall recommend whether the activity should continue].
[3.	On the basis of the [recommendation of] [reports received under article 40,] the Scientific and Technical Body[,] [may alert the Party where it considers there may be significant adverse impacts that were not foreseen in the environmental impact assessment conducted by the Party for the authorized activity] [the Conference of the Parties shall decide whether the activity may resume].]
4.	Relevant stakeholders, including all States, [in particular adjacent coastal States, including small island developing States,] [with an emphasis on the States potentially most affected as determined under article 34, paragraph 2] shall be kept informed through the clearing-house mechanism [of] [and consulted, as appropriate, [through the Secretariat,] in] the monitoring, reporting and review processes in respect of an activity approved under this Agreement.
5.	Parties shall publish, including through the clearing-house mechanism:
	(a)	Reports on the review of the impacts of the authorized activity;
	(b)	Decision documents, including a record of the reasons for the decision by the Party, when a Party has changed its decision authorizing the activity.



Article 41 bis
Standards and/or guidelines to be developed by the Scientific and Technical Body related to environmental impact assessments 


1.	The Scientific and Technical Body [shall][may] develop standards andor guidelines for consideration and adoption by the Conference of the Parties on:
	(a)	The determination of whether the threshold[(s)] for the conduct of [a screening or] an environmental impact assessment under article 24 has been reached or exceeded for planned activities, including on the basis of the non-exhaustive factors set out in article 24, paragraph 2;
	(b)	The assessment of cumulative impacts in areas beyond national jurisdiction and how those impacts should be taken into account in the process for conducting environmental impact assessments;
	(c)	The assessment of impacts in areas within national jurisdiction of planned activities in areas beyond national jurisdiction and how those impacts should be taken into account in the process for conducting environmental impact assessments; 
	(d)	The public notification and consultation process under article 34, including the determination of what constitutes confidential or proprietary information;
	(e)	The required content of environmental impact assessment reports and published information used in the screening process pursuant to article 35, including best practices;
	(f)	The monitoring of and reporting on the impacts of authorized activities as set out in articles 39 and 40, including the identification of best practices; 
	(g)	The conduct of strategic environmental assessments. 
	2.	The Scientific and Technical Body may also develop standards and guidelines for consideration and adoption by the Conference of the Parties, including on:
	(a)	An indicative non-exhaustive list of activities that [by default demand] [normally] [require] [or] [do not require] an environmental impact assessment [as well as any criteria related to those activities] that shall be periodically updated; 
	(b)	The conduct of environmental impact assessments by Parties to this Agreement in areas identified as requiring protection or special attention. 
	3.	Any standard shall be set out in an annex to this Agreement. 


Article 41 ter
Strategic environmental assessments


1.	[As appropriate,] [P][p]arties, individually or in cooperation with other Parties, [[may][shall] conduct][shall consider conducting] strategic environmental assessment for plans and programmes relating to activities under their jurisdiction or control, to be conducted in areas beyond national jurisdiction, to assess the potential effects of that plan or programme, as well as alternatives, on the marine environment.
2.	The Conference of the Parties may conduct a strategic environmental assessment of an area or region to collate and synthesize the best available information about the area or region, assess current and potential future impacts and identify data gaps and research priorities.
3.	When undertaking environmental impact assessments pursuant to this Part, Parties shall take into account the results of relevant strategic environmental assessments carried out under paragraph 1, where available.
4.	The Conference of the Parties shall develop guidance on the conduct of each category of strategic environmental assessment described in this article.
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