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European Union
Textual proposals EU on EIA: Arts. 22, 28, 29 for discussion in the Wednesday 28 August informal informal
13. “Strategic environmental assessment” means the evaluation of the likely environmental, including [socioeconomic] effects, which comprises the determination of the scope of an environmental report and its preparation, the carrying out of public participation and consultations, and the taking into account of the environmental report and the results of the public participation and consultations in a plan or programme.
Article 22 Obligation to conduct environmental impact assessments
1. States Parties shall, in accordance with the Convention, ensure that the potential effects on the marine environment of planned activities under their jurisdiction or control, which take place in areas beyond national jurisdiction, are assessed through the process for conducting EIAs set out in this Part, including the threshold and criteria set out in Article 24.
2. To this end, States Parties shall take the necessary legal, administrative or policy measures, as appropriate, to implement the provisions and any decisions by the Conference of the Parties as set out in this Part.
3. The requirement in this Part to conduct an environmental impact assessment applies only to activities conducted in areas beyond national jurisdiction.
Article 28 Strategic environmental assessments
1. States Parties, individually or in cooperation with other States Parties, shall ensure that a strategic environmental assessment is carried out for plans and programmes relating to activities under their jurisdiction or control, conducted in areas beyond national jurisdiction, which are likely to have significant environmental [and socioeconomic] effects.
2. Guidance on the conduct of strategic environmental assessments as one type of environmental assessment may be developed by the Conference of the Parties.
Article 29 List of activities that [require] [or] [do not require] an environmental impact assessment

Textual proposals EU on EIA: Arts. 35-37 for discussion in the Thursday 29 August informal working group

7. “Environmental impact assessment” means a process for assessing the potential effects of planned activities, carried out in areas beyond national jurisdiction, under the jurisdiction or control of States Parties that may cause substantial pollution of or significant and harmful changes to the marine environment.
Article 35 Preparation and content of environmental impact assessment reports
1. States Parties shall ensure that an environmental impact assessment report is prepared for any such assessment undertaken pursuant to this Part.
2. Where an environmental impact assessment is required in accordance with this Part, the environmental impact assessment report shall include:
(a) A description of the planned activity and its purpose, including a description of the location of the planned activity;
(b) A description of the results of the scoping exercise;
(c) A description of the marine environment likely to be affected;
(d) A description of the potential effects of the planned activity on the marine environment, including cumulative impacts and impacts in areas within national jurisdiction;
(e) A description of reasonable alternatives to the planned activity, including the no-action alternative;
(g) A description of any measures for avoiding, preventing and mitigating impacts;
(h) A description of any follow-up actions, including any monitoring and management programmes;
(i) Uncertainties and gaps in knowledge;
(j) A non-technical summary;
(q) A description of consultations undertaken in the environmental impact assessment process, including with relevant global, regional and sectoral bodies.
3. Further details regarding the content of an environmental impact assessment report may be developed by the Conference of the Parties as an annex to this Agreement and shall be based on the best available scientific information and knowledge, including traditional knowledge where relevant. These details shall be reviewed regularly.
Article 36 Publication of [assessment] reports
States Parties shall publish the reports of the results of the assessments in accordance with the Convention, including through a dedicated registry under this Agreement.
Article 37 Consideration and review of [assessment] reports]




Australia
Part IV – Environmental Impact Assessment

Amend Article 25, paragraph 1 as follows:
[1. Cumulative impacts shall [as far as possible] be [taken into account] [considered] in the conduct of environmental impact assessments.]

Amend Article 26 as follows:
 [1. Possible transboundary impacts shall be taken into account in environmental impact assessments.]  
[2 Where relevant, the environmental impact assessment process shall also take into account possible impacts in [adjacent [areas] [coastal States] [on areas over which States exercise sovereignty, sovereign rights or within national jurisdiction, including the continental shelf within and beyond 200 nautical miles]].]

Delete Article 27













Canada
Article 39 
Monitoring
[In accordance with articles 204 to 206 of the Convention,] States Parties shall [[continuously] monitor the effects of authorized activities] [ensure [require] that the environmental impacts of the authorized activity are [continuously] monitored [and supervised] [by the proponent of the planned activity]] [, in accordance with the conditions set out in the approval of the activity] [in order to identify and mitigate any unforeseen effects of such activity.]

Article 40 
Reporting
[1. Alt. 1.	States Parties shall report on the effects of authorized activities in accordance with articles 204 to 206 of the Convention.]
[1. Alt. 2.	States Parties shall ensure that the [environmental impacts of the authorized activity] [the results of the monitoring required under article 39] are [periodically] reported on.]
[1. Alt. 3 [States Parties] [and] [[Existing] relevant legal instruments and frameworks and relevant global, regional or sectoral bodies] shall [periodically] report on [the environmental impacts of the authorized activity] [the results of the monitoring and review required under articles 39 and 41].].
2. Reports shall be [made available to the public, the relevant global, regional and sectoral bodies and other States through] [submitted to [the clearing-house mechanism] [the Scientific and Technical [Body] [Network]] [ [existing] relevant legal instruments or frameworks or relevant global, regional and sectoral bodies and other States].]

Article 41 
Review
[1. Alt. 1. [The Scientific and Technical [Body] [Network] shall] [States Parties shall] [States Parties shall require the proponent to] review the [environmental impacts of the authorized activity] [results of the monitoring required under article 39] [conditions set out in the authorization of the activity].]
[1. Alt.2. States Parties shall ensure that the environmental impacts of the authorized activity are reviewed.]
[(a) Should the results of the monitoring required under article 39 identify adverse impacts not foreseen in the environmental impact assessment, the [State with jurisdiction or control over the activity] [Scientific and Technical [Body] [Network]] shall:
[(i) Notify the [Conference of the Parties] [other States] [the public];]
[(ii) Halt the activity;]
[(iii) Require the proponent to propose measures to mitigate and/or prevent those impacts;]
[(iv) Evaluate measures proposed under article [...] and decide whether the activity should continue];]
[(b) The Conference of the Parties shall develop guidelines on the nature and
severity of the impacts that would require a supplemental environmental impact assessment.]
[2.  A non-adversarial consultation process shall be established to resolve [controversies] [differences] [disagreements] in respect of monitoring, [without recourse to judicial or non-judicial bodies].]























Singapore
Singapore’s Proposal
for informal working group on environmental impact assessments 
held on 29 August 2019

Article 28
Strategic environmental assessments

Note: Singapore is proposing a new alternative to the text in Article 28 as follows: 

1.	States Parties, individually or in cooperation with other States Parties, shall consider carrying out strategic environmental assessments for plans and programmes relating to activities conducted in areas beyond national jurisdiction.
2.	In undertaking environmental impact assessments pursuant to this Part, States Parties shall take into account the results of relevant strategic environmental assessments carried out under paragraph 1, where available.

Article 35
Preparation and content of environmental impact assessment reports

Note: Singapore is proposing a new alternative to the text in Article 35(1) as follows: 

1.	States Parties shall ensure that a report is prepared for environmental impact assessments undertaken pursuant to this Part. 
…

2.	Where an environmental impact assessment is required in accordance with this Part, the environmental impact assessment report [shall] [may] include [as a minimum, the following information]:
…
(b) 	a description of the results of the scoping exercise undertaken pursuant to Article 31. 

Note: Singapore’s amendments to Art 31(2)(b) is in red.

Turkey
Article 27: 
Article 27 Areas identified as ecologically or biologically significant or vulnerable 
 
[1. A lower threshold, as set out in article […], shall apply to the conduct of environmental impact assessments for activities undertaken in areas identified as ecologically or biologically significant or vulnerable.] 
[2. Alt. 1. Environmental impact assessments for planned activities to be undertaken in areas identified as ecologically or biologically significant or vulnerable shall be conducted in accordance with the following provisions: […].] 
[2. Alt. 2. Guidelines on the conduct of environmental impact assessments in [or adjacent to] areas identified as ecologically or biologically significant or vulnerable shall be elaborated by the Conference of the Parties.] 
[2. Alt. 3. Environmental impact assessments shall be conducted in existing marine protected areas or areas that may require protection in accordance with the relevant international agreements applicable to those areas.]  
















The International Cable Protection Committee
The International Cable Protection Committee (ICPC) proposes incorporating the following sentence in Article 32(1): “The State Party [or proponent] shall be authorized to define a planned activity as to include future contingencies, such as the maintenance and repair of submarine cables, the conduct of which shall not require a separate environmental impact assessment absent exceptional circumstances.”  
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