Article 48 bis
Transparency


1.	The Conference of the Parties shall promote transparency in decision-making processes and other activities carried out under this Agreement. 
2.	All meetings of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies shall be open to  observers  participating in accordance with the rules of procedure unless otherwise decided by the Conference of the Parties. The Conference of the Parties shall publish and maintain a public record of its decisions.



[3.	The Conference of the Parties shall promote transparency in the implementation of this Agreement, including through the public dissemination of information, and the facilitation of participation of, and consultation with, relevant global, regional, subregional and sectoral bodies [and their members], Indigenous Peoples and local communities with relevant traditional knowledge, the scientific community, civil society and other relevant stakeholders as appropriate, and in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement.]
4.	Representatives of States not party to this Agreement, relevant global, regional, subregional and sectoral bodies, Indigenous Peoples and local communities with relevant traditional knowledge, the scientific community, civil society and other relevant stakeholders with an interest in matters pertaining to the Conference of the Parties may  request to participate in the meetings of the Conference of the Parties and of its subsidiary bodies, as observers . The rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties shall provide for modalities for such participation and shall not be unduly restrictive in this respect. The rules of procedure shall also provide for such representatives to have timely access to all relevant information. 


Article 49
Scientific and Technical Body


1.	A Scientific and Technical Body [is hereby][could be] established [by the Conference of the Parties in case all Parties take this decision by consensus]. 
2.	The Body [shall][could] be composed of members serving in their expert capacity and in the best interest of the Agreement, nominated by Parties and elected by the Conference of the Parties, with suitable qualifications, taking into account the need for multidisciplinary expertise, including relevant scientific and technical expertise and expertise in relevant traditional knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and local communities, gender balance and equitable geographical representation. The terms of reference and modalities for the operation of the Body, including its selection process and the terms of members’ mandates, shall be determined by the Conference of the Parties at its first meeting.
3.	The Body may draw on appropriate [advice] [information] emanating from relevant legal instruments and frameworks and relevant global, regional, subregional and sectoral bodies, as well as from as other scientists and experts, as may be required.
4.	Under the authority and guidance of the Conference of the Parties, the Body [shall][could] provide [scientific and technical] [relevant] [scientific, technical and related] advice to the Conference and perform the functions assigned to it under this Agreement and such other functions as may be [determined] [decided] by the Conference[, and provide reports to the Conference on its work]. 
 


Article 50
Secretariat


1.	Option A: A secretariat is hereby established. The Conference of the Parties, at its first meeting, shall make arrangements for the functioning of the secretariat[, including deciding on its seat.]
1 bis.		Until such time as the secretariat commences its functions, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, through the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, shall perform the secretariat functions under this Agreement. 
1 ter.		The secretariat and the host State may conclude a headquarters agreement. The secretariat shall enjoy in the territory of the host State legal capacity and be granted such privileges and immunities by the host State as are necessary for the exercise of its functions. 	
	Option B: The secretariat functions for this Agreement shall be performed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, through the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat. 
2.	The secretariat shall: 
	(a)	Provide administrative and logistical support to the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies for the purposes of the implementation of this Agreement;
	(b)	Arrange and service the meetings of the Conference of the Parties and of any other bodies as may be established under this Agreement or by the Conference;
	(c)	Circulate information relating to the implementation of this Agreement in a timely manner, including making publicly available and transmitting to all Parties as well as to relevant legal instruments and frameworks and relevant global, regional, subregional and sectoral bodies, decisions of the Conference of the Parties;
	(d)	Facilitate cooperation and coordination, as appropriate, with the secretariats of other relevant international bodies and, in particular, enter into such administrative and contractual arrangements as may be required for that purpose and for the effective discharge of its functions, subject to approval by the Conference of the Parties;
	(e)	Prepare reports on the execution of its functions under this Agreement and submit them to the Conference of the Parties;
	(f)	Provide assistance with the implementation of this Agreement and perform such other functions as may be determined by the Conference of the Parties or assigned to it under this Agreement.

