Submission of proposals related to the Further revised draft text of an agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction
Template
Please fill out one form for each article which your delegation(s) or group(s) wish(es) to propose, amend or delete.

1. Name(s) of Delegation(s) and/or Group(s) making the proposal in the order that they should be listed in any conference room papers or other documents: 

Alliance of Small Islands States (AOSIS)


2. Please indicate the relevant part of the Further revised draft text (as reflected in A/CONF.232/2022/5) that this proposal relates to, using the drop-down menu below. 
PART I GENERAL PROVISIONS

3. Please indicate the relevant article of the Further revised draft text (as reflected in A/CONF.232/2022/5) that this proposal relates to (if applicable) or indicate if this is a proposal for an additional article
Article 5

4. Kindly provide the amendments to the article that are being proposed in the text box below, using the “track changes” function in Microsoft Word. Please only reproduce the parts of the article that are being amended or deleted - examples are attached for reference.

Insert 5 (l) State Parties shall give full recognition to the principle of special circumstances of Small Island Developing States and apply it in relation to the implementation of the Agreement.

5. Rationale for the proposal, if any.

The principle of the special circumstances of SIDS recognizes the combination of our unique circumstances of small populations and geographies, remoteness, and acute exposure to external shocks. This is particularly compounded/evident in the context of the areas beyond national jurisdiction and for two main reasons. First, the special circumstances of SIDS due to the ecological connectivity with ABNJ.  The principle of special circumstances of SIDS must be recognized in the instrument due to their high dependency on the ocean for sustainable development, considering the impacts that activities in ABNJ could have within national jurisdictions, due to the ecological connectivity of the Ocean. Second, the special circumstances of SIDS due to capacity constraints that would hinder our ability to fully harness the benefits arising from this instrument, as well as to implement this instrument.    

 
