Submission of proposals related to the Further revised draft text of an agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction

1. Name(s) of Delegation(s) and/or Group(s) making the proposal in the order that they should be listed in any conference room papers or other documents: 

Women Engage for a Common Future (WECF, formerly Women in Europe for a Common Future)

2. Please indicate the relevant part of the Further revised draft text (as reflected in A/CONF.232/2022/5) that this proposal relates to, using the drop-down menu below. 

Preamble   (A/CONF.232/2022/CRP.13)

3. Please indicate the relevant article of the Further revised draft text (as reflected in A/CONF.232/2022/5) that this proposal relates to (if applicable) or indicate if this is a proposal for an additional article

Preamble 

4. Kindly provide the amendments to the article that are being proposed in the text box below, using the “track changes” function in Microsoft Word. Please only reproduce the parts of the article that are being amended or deleted - examples are attached for reference.

Recalling the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas and the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication;


Affirming that nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as diminishing or extinguishing the  rights of indigenous peoples  and local communities, 

5. Rationale for the proposal, if any.

The proposed changes ensure that the rights of local communities are not reduced and delegitimized to interests and their position is not totally weakened in processes and decisions that affect them, and that the unity of IPLC as one group as throughout the CBD and other UN processes is not divided. 

In no case shall the Agreement undermine the rights of local communities or any existing commitments and obligations related to human rights and specific rights of marginalized groups, especially women and IPLC, including small-scale fishers and fishworkers, as a matter of equity and effectivity.

With regard to coastal and marine biodiversity in the interconnected ocean, the recognition of the role of women and men working in small-scale fisheries and their rights related to their resources, territories, tenure, governance systems and cultures is particularly important.

UNDROP and the SSF Guidelines should be referred to here alongside UNDRIP in order that the Agreement implements and advances the existing commitments and obligations in the context of the conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity.

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights noted on 5 June 2022 that "International human rights law provides a solid framework to protect the human rights of small-scale fishers" and urged "countries to actively implement the Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and other People Working in Rural Areas" reminding that "Small-scale fishers have the right to participate in all decision-making processes that may affect their lives, lands and livelihoods" (https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2022/06/high-level-event-raise-awareness-human-rights-small-scale-fishers-during-world)

Local coastal and fisher communities have "right to have access to, sustainably use and manage land and the water bodies, coastal seas, fisheries", to fulfil their "right to enjoy their own culture" adapted to their local territory and to be protected from measures "depriving them of their means of subsistence and integrity". "States shall take appropriate measures to promote and protect the traditional knowledge, innovation and practices of […] fisheries [...] relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity" (recognised under UNDROP articles 17.1 and 12.5, 20.2 and 26.1 as based on ICCPR articles 1(2) and 27, ICESCR articles 1.2 and 15.1 (a), CBD articles 1, 8 (j) and 10 c and UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, article 2(3))

