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• Implementation of resolution 1540 and 
capacity -building

• Resolution 1540 and technical assistance
• Voluntary national action plans
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Implementation and capacityImplementation and capacity --buildingbuilding

• Adoption of Res. 1977 (credit photo UN Debra Berkowitz)

• Each State to decide, in 
accordance with its own 
national procedures, how 
to implement the 
obligations stemming 
from resolution 1540

• Resolution 1540 leaves it 
to States themselves to 
decide what are 
“appropriate effective 
laws” and measures to be 
adopted and enforced



Implementation and capacityImplementation and capacity --buildingbuilding

• The full 
implementation of 
resolution 1540 by 
a State requires 
continuous efforts 
and a long-term 
commitment at the 
national level 

• Resolution 1540 
addresses a broad 
range of matters 
and calls for action 
in many interlinked 
areas

“Seminars and workshops such as the one held in 
Riyadh two years ago, are providing useful lessons”
– UN Secretary General His Excellency M. Ban Ki 
Moon at the occasion of the High Level Event on 
resolution 1540 convened by the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia on 10 December 2012



Implementation and capacityImplementation and capacity --buildingbuilding

Soft capacity-building : 
adapting the legal and 
regulatory framework, 
considering the adoption of 
control lists, coordinating 
efforts, developing new 
working methods, training 
relevant stakeholders, 
developing mechanisms to 
involve the industry and the 
private sector...

Hard capacity-building : 
deployment and use of 
detection and analysis 
equipments, physical 
protection measures, 
enhancement of 
enforcement capabilities…



Implementation and capacityImplementation and capacity --buildingbuilding

The involvement of all 
relevant national 
stakeholders is key to a 
successful 
implementation

� Coordination
� Information-sharing
� Joint planning

Some States decide to 
establish an interagency 
coordination mechanism for 
1540-related matters



Resolution 1540 and technical assistanceResolution 1540 and technical assistance

The Security Council “recognizes that some States 
may require assistance in implementing the provisions 
of this resolution within their territories and invites 
States in a position to do so to offer assistance as 
appropriate in response to specific requests” (OP 7, 
resolution 1540)

The Security Council stresses “the need of enhanced 
assistance and collaboration among States, between 
the 1540 Committee and States, and between the 
1540 Committee, and relevant international, regional 
and subregional organizations in assisting States to 
implement resolution 1540” (PP 19, resolution 1977)



Resolution 1540 and technical assistanceResolution 1540 and technical assistance

The Security Council 
urges “the 1540 
Committee to continue 
strengthening the 
Committee’s role in 
facilitating technical 
assistance for 
implementation of 
resolution 1540 (2004), in 
particular by engaging 
actively, with the support 
of the group of experts, in 
matching offers and 
requests for assistance”
(OP 14, resolution 1977)



Resolution 1540 and technical assistanceResolution 1540 and technical assistance

Implementation of 
resolution 1540 is a 
continuous process 

All States have something 
to learn from others

All States have something 
to offer to others

Developing new capacities
/

Making progress in the implementation

Learning lessons that
might help in a national 

context and others

Meeting challenges
/

Identifying gaps



Resolution 1540 and technical assistanceResolution 1540 and technical assistance

In fulfilling its 
clearinghouse function, 
the 1540 Committee 
actively engages with 
States that need 
assistance, and with those 
that are in a capacity to 
offer assistance

The group of experts 
established by the UN 
Secretary-General 
supports the Committee in 
this task



Resolution 1540 and technical assistanceResolution 1540 and technical assistance

As at 11 January 2013, 39 States have submitted an assistance request to the 
1540 Committee, including 5 from the League of Arab States

Some members of the League of Arab States might be in a position to offer 
assistance



National implementation action plansNational implementation action plans

The Security Council 
“encourages all States to 
prepare on a voluntary basis 
national implementation action 
plans, with the assistance of the 
1540 Committee as appropriate, 
mapping out their priorities and 
plans for implementing the key 
provisions of resolution 1540 
(2004), and to submit those 
plans to the 1540 Committee”
(OP 8, resolution 1977)

As at 11 January 2013, 6 
States have submitted a 
national implementation action 
plan to the 1540 Committee, of 
which 5 have been posted on 
the Committee’s website with 
the consent of the concerned 
State

http://www.un.org/ar/sc/1540/national-implementation/national-action-plans.shtml



What is a national implementation action plan?

A national implementation action plan identifies priorities 
and plans to implement key provisions of resolution 1540 
(2004) 

It benefits from inter-ministerial coordination of priorities 
leading to necessary  legislative and enforcement 
measures

The concerned State is responsible for deciding to 
prepare a national implementation action plan, on a 
voluntary basis

The scope and content of the national implementation 
action plan can vary from a State to another, and over 
time



What is a national implementation action 
plan?

A national implementation action plan can help foster the 
dialogue with the 1540 Committee, and raise awareness 
of national implementation efforts

A national implementation action plan is a useful tool to 
enhance coordination at the national level, by developing 
a common understanding of the strategic goals and 
objectives that are being pursued

A national action implementation action plan can be 
prepared with the assistance of the 1540 Committee, 
including through a visit to the State at its invitation. Such 
a visit would gather all relevant national stakeholders, 
offering an opportunity for in-depth and cross-cutting 
discussions



What is a national implementation action 
plan?

In the preparation of a national implementation action 
plan, an important first step is to identify gaps in the 
implementation of resolution 1540. The 1540 Committee 
Matrix can play an useful role in this regard

Based on the gap analysis, the national implementation 
action plan can selectively focus on one or some of the 
areas where further efforts are needed. It can also cover 
all areas, in a comprehensive and integrated way

There is no model national implementation action plan. A 
good national implementation action plan fits to the 
national specificities and priorities
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