
                                            

                          

                                                                                            

                        

 24 September 2014 

DRAFT PROGRAMME 

High-Level Panel Discussion 
“The Africa We Want:  Support of the United Nations System to the African Union’s 

Agenda 2063” 
13 October 2014 

10:00 am to 12:30 pm, ECOSOC Chamber, UNHQ, New York 
 
Moderator: Mr. Maged ABDELAZIZ , Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser on 
Africa 
 
 
10:00 - 10:05 am Welcome remarks by the Moderator 
 
10:05 - 10:20 am      Inaugural Address for the 2014 Africa-Week by H.E. Mr. Sam 

Kahamba KUTESA, President of the United Nations General Assembly 69th 
Session (TBC) 

 
10:20 - 10:30 am  Statement by H.E. Ambassador Smail CHERGUI , Commissioner for Peace 

and Security, African Union 
   
10:30 - 10:40 am  Statement by Dr. Ibrahim Assane MAYAKI , Chief Executive Officer, 

NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency and Interim Chief Executive 
Officer, APRM 

 
10:40 - 10:50 am Statement by H.E. Ms. Fatuma Ndangiza NYIRAKOBWA,  Chairperson, 

APR Panel of Eminent Persons 
 

10:50 - 11:00am  Statement by Dr.  Donald KABERUKA , President African Development 
Bank (TBC) 

 
11:00 - 12:25 pm  Q&A and Interactive Discussion  
 
12:25 - 12:30 pm    Concluding Remarks by Mr. Maged ABDELAZIZ , Under-Secretary-

General and Special Adviser on Africa 
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Theme:  “The Africa We Want:  Support of the United Nations System to the African 
Union’s Agenda 2063 

Date:  Monday, 13 October 2014 from 10:00 am to 12:30 pm 

Venue: ECOSOC Chamber, UN Headquarters, New York 

I. Background 

The 21st Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of States at the 50th Anniversary 
of the founding of the Organization of the African Unity/African Union (OAU/AU) adopted a 
Solemn Declaration reiterating and reinvigorating their commitment to change Africa’s 
development trajectory in the next 50 years in the following eight key areas, inter alia, (i) 
African identity and renaissance, (ii) struggle against colonialism and self-determination, (iii) 
pursuing the integration agenda, (iv) social and economic development, (v) peace and 
security, (vi) democratic governance, (vii) determining Africa’s destiny, and (viii) Africa’s 
place in the world.  

The forthcoming Agenda 2063 will embody the continent’s vision for an Africa that is 
integrated, peaceful, prosperous and people-centred.  It builds on the vision of Pan-
Africanism, the continental plans of the last five decades, and also brings those and more 
recent strategies and plans together into a coherent framework for African transformation.  To 
implement this transformative vision, the Agenda 2063 will include milestones that Africa 
needs to achieve in the immediate term and in the next five decades, to fully change Africa’s 
narrative, focusing in particular on seven objectives:  (i) a prosperous Africa based on 
inclusive growth and sustainable development; (ii) an integrated continent, politically united, 
based on the ideals of Pan-Africanism; (iii) an Africa of good governance, democracy, 
respect for human rights, justice and rule of law; (iv) a peaceful and secure Africa; (v) an 
Africa with a strong cultural identity, values and ethics; (vi) an Africa where development is 
people-driven, relying particularly on the potential of the youth and women; and (vii) Africa 
as a strong, and influential global player and partner.  The Agenda 2063 and its ten year 
action plans will translate the eight ideals into concrete objectives, milestones, goals, targets 
and actions.   

As part of the strategic vision of a peaceful and prosperous emerging Africa by 2063, 
the African Union is also determined to ‘silence the guns’ and strive to achieve the objective 
of a conflict-free Africa by the year 2020.   

Efforts to finalize the development of Agenda 2063 are on-going with a view to its 
adoption by the African Union Summit in January 2015.  To this end, the African Union 
Assembly at its 23rd Ordinary Session that concluded on 27 June 2014 in Malabo, Equatorial 
Guinea, mandated the African Union Commission and NEPAD Agency, together with other 
partners, to “widely popularize”, and “solicit further inputs” to Agenda 2063. The Assembly 
also mandated the AUC, inter alia, to explore Agenda 2063 flagship programmes, including 
the Continental Free Trade Area and the free movement of people.  
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II.  Overall Objective 

As the United Nations announced its commitment to support the implementation of 
the aspirations reflected in the Solemn Declaration of the 50th Anniversary and Agenda 2063, 
and in order to assist Africa to be free from want and free from fear.  The Offices of the 
Special Adviser on Africa and the African Union Permanent Observer Mission to the United 
Nations decided to kick start their joint efforts with a series of events aimed at widely 
popularizing and familiarizing Member States, civil society, private sector and academia 
about this new Africa transformative Agenda, building on the three pillars of the work of the 
United Nations; peace and security, development and finance, good governance and rule of 
law. 

The primary purpose of the High-Level Panel Discussion at the United Nations 
Headquarters is to engage the global community and the United Nations system on the details 
of Africa’s transformation agenda as reflected in these two important documents, which are 
coinciding with the adoption of the post-2015 development agenda, and to build support for 
their successful implementation.  

III.  Specific Objectives 
 

(a) To raise awareness and mobilize global support to the African Union’s Agenda 
2063 including: 
 

(i)  Peace and Security; 
(ii)  Development and financing synergies; and  
(iii)  Good governance and rule of law. 

 
(b) To further strengthen partnerships with the global development community for the 

implementation of NEPAD and APRM; and  
 

(c) Reflect on ways and means by which the United Nations system can better support 
the African Union in actualizing its Pan-African vision of  “an integrated, 
prosperous and peaceful Africa.”  

IV.  Guiding Questions 
 

1. How can we ensure complementarities and mutual support between the post-2015 
development agenda and the Agenda 2063, particularly on issues pertaining to 
sustainable development? 

2. How can the United Nations system and United Nations organs operationalize their 
support to Agenda 2063? 

3. What strategies and enabling environment does Africa need to put in place to 
galvanize the required financial and human resources in support of the 
implementation of Agenda 2063? 

4. What role can the UN play in supporting the African Union’s commitment to “silence 
the guns’ in the continent by 2020? 

5. What does the UN and the AU need to do differently to support Africa to attain the 
ideals on good governance, human rights and rule of law?  
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V. Expected Output 

This is an outreach and advocacy event that aims at popularizing the African Union’s 
Agenda 2036 and identifying ideas on how to most effectively support Africa in the 
implementation of its transformation Agenda.  

VI.  Format 

The High-Level Panel Discussion will feature a key note address by the President 
of the United Nations General Assembly 69th Session followed by presentations from five 
high level personalities including; the African Union Commissioner for Peace and Security, 
the Chief Executive Office of the NEPAD Agency and Interim Chief Executive Officer of the 
APRM, the Chairperson of the APRM Panel of Eminent Personalities, and a high-level 
representative of the African Development Bank. The event will be moderated by the Special 
Adviser on Africa.   

VII.  Participants 

UN Member States, high level representatives from the African Union, the NEPAD 
Agency, the African Peer Review Mechanism Secretariat, the UN system entities, 
representatives from civil society organizations, the private sector and academia. 

VIII.  Sponsorship 

The Office of the Special Adviser on Africa, African Union Permanent Observer 
Mission to the United Nations, the NEPAD Agency, African Peer Review Mechanism 
Secretariat, Department of Public Information, and UN Economic Commission for Africa. 
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