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United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)
Bangkok, Thailand

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI)

This notice is placed by UNESCAP. The accuracy, reliability and completeness of the contents of 
furnished information is the responsibility of United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)
Bangkok, Thailand. You are therefore requested to direct all queries regarding this RFI to United 

Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)
Bangkok, Thailand using the fax number or e-mail address provided below.

Title of the RFI:
Request for the Provision of Publishing Support for the Production and Promotion of the Asia-Pacific 
Sustainable Development Journal      

Date of this RFI: 23 September 2021                        Closing Date for Receipt of RFI:  21 October 2021

RFI Number: RFIUNESCAP18927

Beneficiary Country/Territory: Thailand

Commodity/Service category: Professional Services 

Address RFI response by fax or e-mail to the Attention of: Ms.Verawan Phatrathamrongchai, Team 
Assistant

Fax Number: +66 22881034 

E-mail Address: verawan.phatrathamrongchai@un.org

UNSPSC Code: 83121600
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DESCRIPTION OF REQUIREMENTS
ESCAP is seeking to partner with a publisher in order to jointly produce and publish the Asia-Pacific 
Sustainable Development Journal (hereafter, APSDJ), an existing ESCAP journal currently undergoing a 
transition with the aim of increasing its visibility and academic impact. As publishing with the United Nations 
is subject to extensive internal regulation, prior to commencing a procurement process, ESCAP seeks to 
understand - through this Request for Information - the extent to which potential publishing partners would 
be able to comply with relevant UN rules, as detailed below.

Respondents are requested to indicate in their submissions, point by point, which conditions that would be 
acceptable within an agreement to co-publish the APSDJ.

The main reference document is the United Nations Policy Manual for Publications; a document that was 
drafted primarily for an internal audience, hence the bracketed insertions of (United Nations) for clarity.

1.   Chapter 5, Licensing of publications and other content:
(a)  When a publication is co-published between the UN Secretariat and one or more external partners 
(trade publishers, international organizations and/or research institutes with a relevant publishing 
programme), the United Nations holds the copyright. (5.13.b)
(b)  Only the trade publisher’s logo can appear on the publisher’s edition, i.e. the United Nations emblem 
cannot appear anywhere in the book. The following should however be printed on the front cover: In 
collaboration with the United Nations. (5.19b)
(c)  Licensing Office
     (i) Licensing requests, contracts, and copyright and policy queries are handled as follows: 
•   The Secretariat of the (United Nations) Publications Board is responsible for copyright and policy queries.
•   The Secretariat of the (United Nations) Publications Board drafts co-edition contracts and contracts for 
the external publication of original UN content.
•   The (United Nations) Licensing office in New York handles subsidiary rights, i.e. requests to re-use and/or 
translate (United Nations) Secretariat content in whole or in part in any medium and format.
•   The (United Nations) Licensing office in New York is tasked to actively seek third parties for further 
dissemination of (United Nations) Secretariat publications via subsidiary rights. (5.22)
d) Contracts for Subsidiary Rights (5.28 to 5.30)

2.   Chapter 7, Cover, spine, title page, back cover 
a) 7.4, 7.6 and 7.8

3.   Chapter 8, Attribution of authorship 
(a) When the Secretariat and one or more external entities (trade publishers, international organizations 
and/or research institutes with a relevant publishing programme) co-publish a publication, their names may 
appear on the cover and title page as authors. Their emblems will identify them as co-publishers as per 7.8, 
provided that the United Nations holds the copyright and a co-edition contract was signed. (8.10) 

In addition, the following provisions are usually included in United Nations contracts. Respondents are asked 
to indicate their willingness to accept these provisions in their submissions as well.

•   Amicable settlement: The Parties shall use their best efforts to settle amicably any dispute, controversy or 
claim arising out of this Contract or the breach, termination or invalidity thereof. Where the Parties wish to 
seek such an amicable settlement through conciliation, the conciliation shall take place in accordance with 
the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Conciliation Rules then obtaining, 
or according to such other procedure as may be agreed between the Parties.
•   Arbitration: Any dispute, controversy or claim between the Parties arising out of this Contract or the 
breach, termination or invalidity thereof shall, unless settled amicably under the preceding paragraph of this 
Article within sixty (60) days after receipt by one Party of the other Party’s request for such amicable 
settlement, shall be referred by either Party to arbitration in accordance with the UNCITRAL Arbitration 
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Rules then obtaining. Such arbitration shall be conducted in New York, U.S.A. The arbitration tribunal shall 
have no authority to award punitive damages. The Parties agree to be bound by any arbitration award 
rendered as a result of such arbitration as the final adjudication of any such controversy, claim or dispute.
•    Privileges and immunities: Nothing in or relating to this Contract shall be deemed a waiver, express or 
implied, of any of the privileges and immunities of the United Nations.
•    The Contractor shall indemnify, defend, and hold and save harmless, the United Nations, and its officials, 
agents and employees, from and against all suits, proceedings, claims, demands, losses and liability of any 
kind or nature brought by any third party against the United Nations, including, but not limited to, all litigation 
costs and expenses, attorney’s fees, settlement payments and damages, based on, arising from, or relating 
to: 
      •    allegations or claims that the possession of or use by the United Nations of any patented device, any 
copyrighted material, or any other goods, property or services provided or licensed to the United Nations 
under the terms of the Contract, in whole or in part, separately or in a combination contemplated by the 
Contractor’s published specifications therefor, or otherwise specifically approved by the Contractor, 
constitutes an infringement of any patent, copyright, trademark, or other intellectual property right of any 
third party; or, 
      •    any acts or omissions of the Contractor, or of any subcontractor or anyone directly or indirectly 
employed by them in the performance of the Contract, which give rise to legal liability to anyone not a party 
to the Contract, including, without limitation, claims and liability in the nature of a claim for workers’ 
compensation.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS / INFORMATION (IF ANY)
As the partnership is aimed at achieving visibility and academic ranking for the APSDJ, ESCAP has the 
following non-negotiable requirements for potential partners:

1. Alignment with APSDJ’s aims, objectives, scope: ESCAP is seeking for the APSDJ to become a 
ranking journal in the field of sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific. A potential partner needs to 
have a demonstrable commitment to furthering thought leadership on the topic of sustainable development.

2. Impact Factor: ESCAP seeks for the APSDJ to obtain academic ranking in the medium term. As 
such, it is imperative to partner with a publisher that can support this ambition. A potential partner needs to 
have a track record of publishing a journals that obtain high impact factors and support APSDJ in its efforts 
to achieve the same.  

3. Prestige: ESCAP seeks to increase the recognition and visibility of the APSDJ, in line with other work 
to enhance the journal both in terms of management and content. For this to be successful, ESCAP requires 
a partner that is well-known in academic and policy circles, with an established programme of visible and 
impactful titles. 

4. Portfolio: ESCAP seeks to include the APSDJ in a broader portfolio of knowledge outputs dedicated 
to issues relevant to sustainable development. To do so, the partner should have a sound portfolio of 
relevant and high-quality publications either directly on sustainable development or in closely related areas.

5. Global Reach: The ASPDJ will primarily focus on the Asia-Pacific but sustainable development and 
the SDGs are global in scope. ESCAP seeks to extend the reach of research and analysis from the Asia-
Pacific region with the aim of impacting policy discussions far beyond the region. To do so successfully, the 
partner entity should be operating globally, with most of the world as its market.

6. Logistic support: ESCAP is not an entity with a dedicated publishing capacity, and in order for the 
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APSDJ to be managed professionally, support is required. The partner entity should be prepared to support 
ESCAP by providing expertise and systems for key administrative functions including but not limited to 
soliciting contributions, managing communications with authors, keeping track of document versions and 
attachments, seeking inputs and approvals, managing peer review and liaising with editors, typesetters, 
production and printers as applicable.

7. Finance: ESCAP realizes that the logistic support required for managing a publications process could 
imply the need for financial compensation. Potential partners are requested to provide informed estimates 
for the yearly charge they would levy for the logistical support portion of the partnership (point 6 above).

You are kindly requested to return the attached Annex A and Annex B, duly signed by the authorized 
representative of your company to the UNESCAP via email address verawan.phatrathamrongchai@un.org, 
Attention: Verawan Phatrathamrongchai, by no later than 21 October 2021.

Attachments to the RFI

The following attachments are included in this RFI: 
      •   Annex A: RFI Compliance Statement of the Description of Requirements 
      •   Annex B: RFI Compliance Statement of the Specific Requirements

NOTE

Information on tendering for the UN Procurement System is available free of charge at the following 
address: https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice

Only the United Nations Global Marketplace (UNGM) has been authorised to collect a nominal fee from 
vendors that wish to receive automatically Procurement Notices or Requests for Expression Of Interest. 
Vendors interested in this Tender Alert Service are invited to subscribe on http://www.ungm.org 

Vendors interested in participating in a potential future solicitation process should submit the Vendor 
Response Form of this RFI electronically (through the link available on the next page) before the 
closing date set forth above.

https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice
http://www.ungm.org/
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VENDOR RESPONSE 

NOTICE
 Companies can only participate in solicitations of the UN Secretariat after completing their registration 

(free of charge) at the United Nations Global Marketplace (www.ungm.org).

 Please verify that your company is registered under its full legal name on the United Nations Global 
Market Place (www.ungm.org) and that your application for registration as vendor has been submitted to 
the UN Secretariat in the same site, to be able to participate in any potential solicitation process as a 
result of this RFI.

 While companies can participate in solicitations after completion of registration at Basic Level, we 
strongly recommend all companies to register at least at Level 1 under the United Nations Secretariat 
prior to participating in any solicitations.

PLEASE NOTE: You should submit your response to this RFI electronically at:
https://www.un.org/Depts/ptd/node/add/interest-expressed?EOI=RFIUNESCAP18927
In case you have difficulties submitting your response electronically, please contact 
verawan.phatrathamrongchai@un.org directly for instructions.

http://www.ungm.org/
http://www.ungm.org/


                                                                                               OSCM/RFI v2021-01 [EN]

RFI INSTRUCTIONS

1)  Registering as a Vendor with the United Nations

Vendors interested in fulfilling the requirement described above must be registered at the UN Global Marketplace 
(www.ungm.org) with the UN Secretariat in order to be eligible to participate in any solicitation. Information on the 
registration process can be found at https://www.un.org/Depts/ptd/vendors. 

Prerequisites for Eligibility
In order to be eligible for UN registration, you must declare that:

A. Your company (as well as any parent, subsidiary or affiliate companies) is not listed in, or associated with a company 
or individual listed in:

I. the Compendium of United Nations Security Council Sanctions Lists 
(https://www.un.org/sc/suborg/en/sanctions/un-sc-consolidated-list), or 

II. the IIC Oil for Food List website or, if listed on either, this has been disclosed to the United Nations 
Procurement Division in writing.

B. Your company (as well as any parent, subsidiary or affiliate companies) is not currently removed or suspended by the 
United Nations or any other UN organisation (including the World Bank);

C. Your company (as well as any parent, subsidiary of affiliate companies) is not under formal investigation, nor have 
been sanctioned within the preceding three (3) years, by any national authority of a United Nations Member State for 
engaging or having engaged in proscribed practices, including but not limited to: corruption, fraud, coercion, collusion, 
obstruction, or any other unethical practice; 

D. Your company has not declared bankruptcy, are not involved in bankruptcy or receivership proceedings, and there is 
no judgment or pending legal action against your company that could impair your company's operations in the 
foreseeable future; 

E. Your company does not employ, or anticipate employing, any person(s) who is, or has been a UN staff member within 
the last year, if said UN staff member has or had prior professional dealings with the Vendor in his/her capacity as UN 
staff member within the last three years of service with the UN (in accordance with UN post-employment restrictions 
published in ST/SGB/2006/15). 

F. Your company undertakes not to engage in proscribed practices (including but not limited to: corruption, fraud, 
coercion, collusion, obstruction, or any other unethical practice), with the UN or any other party, and to conduct 
business in a manner that averts any financial, operational, reputational or other undue risk to the UN.

For Registered Vendors: Vendors already registered at the UN Global Marketplace with the UN Secretariat must 
ensure that the information and documentation (e.g. financial statements, address, contact name, etc.) provided in 
connection with their registration are up to date in UNGM. Please verify and ensure that your company is registered 
under its full legal name. 
 
For Vendors Interested in Registration: Vendors not yet registered should apply for registration on the United Nations 
Global Marketplace (http://www.ungm.org); information on the registration process can be found at 
https://www.un.org/Depts/ptd/vendors. Vendors must complete the registration process prior to the closing date of the 
RFI.  Vendors who have not completed the UNGM registration process with the UN Secretariat before the closing date of 
the RFI are not considered eligible to participate in the potential solicitation process related to the RFI. We strongly 
recommend all companies to register at least at Level 1 under the UN Secretariat prior to participating in any 
solicitations.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Any false, incomplete or defective vendor registration may result in the rejection of the 
application or cancellation of an already existing registration.

2)  RFI Process

Vendors interested in participating in the potential solicitation process should forward their information (as requested in the RFI) to 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)

Bangkok, Thailand (UNESCAP) by the closing date set forth in this RFI. Due to the high volume of communications 
UNESCAP is not in a position to issue confirmation of receipt of RFIs. 

Please note that no further details of the potential solicitation can be made available to the vendors prior to issuance of 
the solicitation documents.
This RFI is issued subject to the conditions contained in the RFI introductory page available at 
https://www.un.org/Depts/ptd/rfi.

http://www.ungm.org/
https://www.un.org/Depts/ptd/vendors
https://www.un.org/sc/suborg/en/sanctions/un-sc-consolidated-list
http://www.ungm.org/
https://www.un.org/Depts/ptd/vendors
https://www.un.org/Depts/ptd/rfi
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ANNEX A 

Compliance Statement 

Description of Requirements 

 

No. Detail Description 

Compliance 

Statement 

(YES/NO)  

Chapter 5 

1 

When a publication is co-published between the UN Secretariat and one or more external 

partners (trade publishers, international organizations and/or research institutes with a 

relevant publishing programme), the United Nations holds the copyright. (5.13.b) 

  

2 

Only the trade publisher’s logo can appear on the publisher’s edition, i.e. the United 

Nations emblem cannot appear anywhere in the book. The following should however be 

printed on the front cover: In collaboration with the United Nations. (5.19b) 

  

3 

Licensing Office: Licensing requests, contracts, and copyright and policy queries are 

handled as follows:  

• The Secretariat of the (United Nations) Publications Board is responsible for 

copyright and policy queries. 

• The Secretariat of the (United Nations) Publications Board drafts co-edition 

contracts and contracts for the external publication of original UN content. 

• The (United Nations) Licensing office in New York handles subsidiary rights, i.e. 

requests to re-use and/or translate (United Nations) Secretariat content in whole or 

in part in any medium and format. 

• The (United Nations) Licensing office in New York is tasked to actively seek third 

parties for further dissemination of (United Nations) Secretariat publications via 

subsidiary rights. (5.22) 

  

4 Contracts for Subsidiary Rights (5.28 to 5.30)  

 Chapter 7 

5 
Cover, spine, title page, back cover  

a) 7.4, 7.6 and 7.8 
  

Chapter 8 

6 

When the Secretariat and one or more external entities (trade publishers, international 

organizations and/or research institutes with a relevant publishing programme) co-publish a 

publication, their names may appear on the cover and title page as authors. Their emblems 

will identify them as co-publishers as per 7.8, provided that the United Nations holds the 

copyright and a co-edition contract was signed. (8.10) 

  

Other Terms and Conditions 

7 

Amicable settlement:  

The Parties shall use their best efforts to settle amicably any dispute, controversy or claim 

arising out of this Contract or the breach, termination or invalidity thereof. Where the 

Parties wish to seek such an amicable settlement through conciliation, the conciliation shall 

take place in accordance with the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 

(UNCITRAL) Conciliation Rules then obtaining, or according to such other procedure as 

may be agreed between the Parties. 

  

8 

Arbitration:  

Any dispute, controversy or claim between the Parties arising out of this Contract or the 

breach, termination or invalidity thereof shall, unless settled amicably under the preceding 

paragraph of this Article within sixty (60) days after receipt by one Party of the other 

Party’s request for such amicable settlement, shall be referred by either Party to arbitration 

in accordance with the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules then obtaining. Such arbitration shall 

be conducted in New York, U.S.A. The arbitration tribunal shall have no authority to award 

punitive damages. The Parties agree to be bound by any arbitration award rendered as a 

result of such arbitration as the final adjudication of any such controversy, claim or dispute. 
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No. Detail Description 

Compliance 

Statement 

(YES/NO)  

9 

Privileges and immunities:  

Nothing in or relating to this Contract shall be deemed a waiver, express or implied, of any 

of the privileges and immunities of the United Nations. 

 

10 

The Contractor shall indemnify, defend, and hold and save harmless, the United Nations, 

and its officials, agents and employees, from and against all suits, proceedings, claims, 

demands, losses and liability of any kind or nature brought by any third party against the 

United Nations, including, but not limited to, all litigation costs and expenses, attorney’s 

fees, settlement payments and damages, based on, arising from, or relating to: 

 

11 

Allegations or claims that the possession of or use by the United Nations of any patented 

device, any copyrighted material, or any other goods, property or services provided or 

licensed to the United Nations under the terms of the Contract, in whole or in part, 

separately or in a combination contemplated by the Contractor’s published specifications 

therefor, or otherwise specifically approved by the Contractor, constitutes an infringement 

of any patent, copyright, trademark, or other intellectual property right of any third party  

12 

Any acts or omissions of the Contractor, or of any subcontractor or anyone directly or 

indirectly employed by them in the performance of the Contract, which give rise to legal 

liability to anyone not a party to the Contract, including, without limitation, claims and 

liability in the nature of a claim for workers’ compensation.   

 

 

Vendor Name:  

UNGM vendor ID:  

Name of the Authorized Officer:  

Signature:  

Date:  
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ANNEX B 

Compliance Statement 

Specific Requirements 

 

No. Detail Description 

Compliance 

Statement 

(YES/NO)  

1 

Alignment with APSDJ’s aims, objectives, scope: ESCAP is seeking for the APSDJ to 

become a ranking journal in the field of sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific. A 

potential partner needs to have a demonstrable commitment to furthering thought 

leadership on the topic of sustainable development. 

  

2 

Impact Factor:  

ESCAP seeks for the APSDJ to obtain academic ranking in the medium term. As such, it is 

imperative to partner with a publisher that can support this ambition. A potential partner 

needs to have a track record of publishing a journals that obtain high impact factors and 

support APSDJ in its efforts to achieve the same.   

  

3 

Prestige:  

ESCAP seeks to increase the recognition and visibility of the APSDJ, in line with other 

work to enhance the journal both in terms of management and content. For this to be 

successful, ESCAP requires a partner that is well-known in academic and policy circles, 

with an established programme of visible and impactful titles. 

  

4 

Portfolio:  

ESCAP seeks to include the APSDJ in a broader portfolio of knowledge outputs dedicated 

to issues relevant to sustainable development. To do so, the partner should have a sound 

portfolio of relevant and high-quality publications either directly on sustainable 

development or in closely related areas. 

  

5 

Global Reach: 

The ASPDJ will primarily focus on the Asia-Pacific but sustainable development and the 

SDGs are global in scope. ESCAP seeks to extend the reach of research and analysis from 

the Asia-Pacific region with the aim of impacting policy discussions far beyond the region. 

To do so successfully, the partner entity should be operating globally, with most of the 

world as its market. 

  

6 

Logistic support:  

ESCAP is not an entity with a dedicated publishing capacity, and in order for the APSDJ to 

be managed professionally, support is required. The partner entity should be prepared to 

support ESCAP by providing expertise and systems for key administrative functions 

including but not limited to soliciting contributions, managing communications with 

authors, keeping track of document versions and attachments, seeking inputs and approvals, 

managing 

 

7 

Finance: ESCAP realizes that the logistic support required for managing a publications 

process could imply the need for financial compensation. Potential partners are requested to 

provide informed estimates for the yearly charge they would levy for the logistical support 

portion of the partnership (point 6 above). 

 

 

 

 

Vendor Name:  

UNGM vendor ID:  

Name of the Authorized Officer:  

Signature:  

Date:  
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