




 
 

 

11 November 2020 

 

 

Excellencies,           

  

 

  I wish to refer to my letters dated 27 and 30 October 2020, regarding 

the timetable and modalities for the consideration of the pending items on the agenda 

of the thirtieth Meeting of States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea, as outlined in the annex to my letter dated 27 October 2020 

(www.un.org/Depts/los/meeting_states_parties/documents/20201027vLetEF.pdf), 

which is also attached to this letter. 

 

  In accordance with the timetable and modalities in the annex, between 

30 October and 11 November 2020, States Parties considered the following agenda 

items under “Cluster I” through an exchange of written statements: agenda item 

10(c) (Filling of a vacancy in the Commission); agenda item 11(a) (Report on 

budgetary matters for the financial periods 2017–2018 and 2019–2020); agenda 

item 11(b) (Appointment of Auditor for the financial years 2021–2024); and agenda 

item 11(d) (Amendments to the Financial Regulations of the International Tribunal 

for the Law of the Sea).  

 

  Under agenda item 10(c), a statement was received from the Group of 

Eastern European States.  

  

  Under agenda items 11(a), (b) and (d), statements were received from 

the Registrar of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea and some 

delegations. An additional statement by the Registrar in response to delegations’ 

statements was also received. 

 

  All statements were made available via a dedicated SharePoint site for 

the thirtieth Meeting of States Parties (access to which was provided to delegations, 

as well as on the website of the thirtieth Meeting of States Parties at 

www.un.org/Depts/los/meeting_states_parties/thirtiethmeetingstatesparties.htm).  

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/meeting_states_parties/documents/20201027vLetEF.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/meeting_states_parties/thirtiethmeetingstatesparties.htm


 

 

  I propose that the Meeting take note of the documents related to the 

above-mentioned agenda items and of the statements that were received. 

  

 In addition, I wish to propose the following actions and decisions based 

on the exchange of statements, for adoption at the in-person plenary meeting, which 

is tentatively scheduled for 9 December 2020: 

 

a) For agenda item 10(c): taking into account that the Group of Eastern European 

States has informed that no candidates have been identified to fill the 

remaining vacancy in the Commission allocated to that Group and that the 

Group remains seized on this issue and will continue its efforts to identify a 

candidate for the vacant seat in the Commission as early as possible, I propose 

that the thirtieth Meeting decide that the Secretary-General will circulate a call 

for nominations with a view to conducting a by-election for this vacant seat at 

the thirty-first Meeting of States Parties, provided that the President receives 

information from the Group of Eastern European States about potential 

candidates at least 14 weeks before the commencement of that Meeting and 

that, in the absence of such information, the Meeting would revert to the 

consideration of that matter under the agenda item “Commission on the Limits 

of the Continental Shelf”. 

 

b) For agenda item 11(a): I propose that the Meeting take note with satisfaction 

of the report on budgetary matters for the financial periods 2017–2018 and 

2019–2020 (SPLOS/30/3). 

 

c) For agenda item 11(b): taking into account (i) the quotations of five different 

audit firms relating to the appointment of an auditor for the financial years 

2021–2024, provided by the Registrar of the Tribunal (SPLOS/30/4, para. 3); 

and (ii) the proposal that BDO be appointed as the auditor for the financial 

years 2021-2024, as it made the lowest of the five offers, I propose that the 

Meeting decide to appoint BDO as auditor for the financial years 2021-2024. 

 

d) For agenda item 11(d): taking into account the statements received on this 

sub-item, I propose that the Meeting approve the amendments to the Financial 

Regulations of the Tribunal, as set out in the annex to SPLOS/30/6, which 

would become effective on 1 January 2021 and apply to the financial period 

2021 and subsequent financial periods, as per the proposed amendment to 

Regulation 14.1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://undocs.org/en/splos/30/3
http://undocs.org/en/splos/30/4
http://undocs.org/en/splos/30/6


 

 

  I would welcome your written comments, if any, on the proposed 

actions and decisions. Please convey your comments by 5 p.m. on Monday,                 

16 November 2020. Such comments should be sent by email to doalos@un.org 

(copying santosuosso@un.org). I propose to proceed, as outlined, on the 

understanding that the proposed actions and decisions would need to be formally 

adopted at the in-person plenary meeting in December.  In accordance with the annex 

to my letter dated 27 October 2020, the consideration of the agenda items under 

“Cluster II” through an exchange of written statements will commence on                    

12 November 2020.  

  

  Please accept, Excellencies, the assurances of my highest 

consideration. 

 

                                                           
H.E. Burhan Gafoor 

President of the thirtieth Meeting of States 

Parties to the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea 

 

 

 

Representatives of States 

Parties to the 1982 United 

Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea 

mailto:doalos@un.org
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Thirtieth Meeting of States Parties to the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

 

Instructions on the circulation of written statements by Delegations 

 
IMPORTANT: To facilitate the efficient conduct of deliberations according to the timetable and 
modalities set out by the President of the thirtieth Meeting of States Parties, delegations should 
submit statements concerning active agenda items only during the time-periods identified for 
the exchanges of written statements: see letter of 27 October 2020 by the President at 
www.un.org/Depts/los/meeting_states_parties/documents/20201027NvLetEF.pdf.  

Within those time-periods: 

1. Delegations are kindly requested to send their statements (in both PDF and Microsoft 
Word formats, whenever possible) to the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea 
(doalos@un.org). 

2. DOALOS will post the statement(s) on the designated SharePoint website, in the folder(s) 
for the relevant agenda item(s): 30MSP - Statements 

3. If an acknowledgment of receipt has not been received from the Division, the Delegation 
should presume that its statement was not received and should kindly resubmit the 
statement and enquire. 

4. The following information should be included in both (i) the email subject line and (ii) the 
statement's header or title: 

• name of the Meeting   
• agenda item 

• name of the Delegation 

 
5. For ease of record-keeping, it is strongly recommended that Delegations submit separate 
statements for each agenda item under which they intervene. 
 
6. The statement should be named as follows: DateStateName_AgendaItem (e.g. 
20201030StateName_Item14.pdf or 20201030StateName_Item14.doc)   
 

 

www.un.org/Depts/los/meeting_states_parties/documents/20201027NvLetEF.pdf
mailto:doalos@un.org
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS-MSP/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewid=bca8e323%2D3686%2D451f%2Db4b0%2D09d127a47f62&id=%2Fsites%2FOLA%2DLEG%2DDOALOS%2DMSP%2FShared%20Documents%2F30MSP%20%2D%20Statements
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS-MSP/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewid=bca8e323%2D3686%2D451f%2Db4b0%2D09d127a47f62&id=%2Fsites%2FOLA%2DLEG%2DDOALOS%2DMSP%2FShared%20Documents%2F30MSP%20%2D%20Statements

