Dear Mr. Michel:

Request for Additional Relevant Information for the UN Secretary General’s Report
to be Presented at the Sixty-third Session of the General Assembly

1. This is in reply to your letter dated 17 January 2008 requesting additional information for the UN
Secretary General’s report of the Oceans and the Law of the Sea (adopted by the General Assembly in
December 2007). More specifically, you had requested for information relating to available technical
assistance and projects provided to least developed countries and small island developing states,

regarding sustainable and effective development of marine resources and uses of oceans.

2. In 2007, six core member countries of the Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI) namely: Indonesia,
Timor-Leste, the Philippines, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, and the Solomon Islands, requested the
Asian Development Bank (ADB) to help facilitate financing for CTl in cooperation with the Global
Environment Facility (GEF). At present, the Pacific Region Department of ADB is processing a regional
technical assistance (TA) on Coastal and Marine Resources Management in the Coral Triangle of the
Pacific. The objective of this TA is to build on existing foundations for the long-term conservation and
sustainable management of resilient coral reef ecosystems and other marine and coastal biological
resources to ensure both global and local benefits for current and future generations. GEF will provide $9
million for this project and cofinancing is being explored with potential donors in the region. ADB
recognizes the need to assist the CTl considering that the Coral Triangle is the epicenter of marine life
abundance and diversity on the planet, with over 75% of all known coral species on earth; 53% of the
world’s coral reefs; over 3,000 fish species; the greatest extent of mangrove forests in any region; and
spawning and juvenile growth areas for what is the largest tuna fishery in the world. ADB will continue to
work with CTI countries to mobilize other resources for coastal and marine life management in the Coral

Triangle.

3. Although still undefined, ADB is expected to assist in the forthcoming World Oceans Conference
(WOC): Enhancing Regional Cooperation and Knowledge Sharing to Support the CTl to be held in
Manado, Sulawesi, Indonesia in May 2009. This will serve as a useful forum to further enhance current



initiatives on the topic and to translate plans into tangible actions.

4. Apart from the foregoing, there are several other proposed and ongion technical
assistance/projects around the region (Southeast Asia and the Pacific) with the World Bank, UNDP, and

FAOQO, as shown in Attachment 1.

Yours sincerely,

Tun Lin

East Asia Department
Asian Development Bank
Tel (632) 632-5655

www.adb.org

Attachement 1

THE CORAL TRIANGLE INITIATIVE: PROPOSED AND ONGOING PROGRAMS
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ADB = Asian Development Bank, CTl = Coral Triangle Initiative, FAO = Food and Agriculture Organization, FSM = Federated
States of Micronesia, GEF = Global Environment Facility, PNG = Papua New Guinea, UNDP = United Nations Development

Programme.

a Includes PPG and GEF agency administrative fees.
b This subproject is part ob both the CTI program and the GEF-PAS program, but the financing is recorded only in the latter

program document: GEF financing = U$$9,500,00; Other Cofinancing = US$16,350,000; Total = US$25,850,000.
c This subproject is a component of the global IW:LEARN project relating to the CTl, and its financing is recorded separately in

that project document as follows: GEF financing = US$1,320,000; Other Cofinancing = US$1,400,000; Total = US$2,720,000.
Source: Asian Development Bank. '



