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Agenda item 4:  Inter-agency cooperation and coordination  

 

 

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

In my capacity as UN-Oceans Focal Point, I am pleased to 

provide you with a brief statement on the work of UN-Oceans on 

behalf of its 29 members, under this agenda item 4 entitled 

“Inter-agency cooperation and coordination”.  

In line with the Terms of Reference of UN-Oceans, which 

provide for reporting to ensure transparency and accountability, 

this statement aims at presenting information on UN-Oceans’ 
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activities since addressing the twentieth meeting of the Informal 

Consultative Process, held in 2019.  

As you are aware, due to the impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic, several meetings were postponed, including the twenty-

first meeting of the Informal Consultative Process, which had been 

scheduled to take place last year and during which I would have 

provided updates on the work of UN-Oceans. 

 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

2020 was indeed a year of unfulfilled ocean-related 

aspirations. Many activities and intergovernmental meetings had 

to be postponed, such as the fourth session of the 

Intergovernmental Conference on an international legally binding 

instrument under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological 

diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction, or the United 

Nations Ocean Conference to support the implementation of 

Sustainable Development Goal 14, originally scheduled to take 

place in Portugal in 2020.  I wish to recall that the theme of that 

Conference, now postponed until 2022, is “Scaling up ocean action 

based on science and innovation for the implementation of Goal 14: 

stocktaking, partnerships and solutions”. 

In paragraph 359 of its resolution 75/239, of 31 December 

2020, the General Assembly also decided to defer further the 
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review of the terms of reference of UN-Oceans to its seventy-sixth 

session this year. 

 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

In its resolution 75/239, the General Assembly confirmed that 

the Informal Consultative Process shall focus its discussions at its 

twenty-first meeting, in 2021, on the theme “Sea-level rise and its 

impacts”. This is an important topic which cuts across the mandate, 

frameworks and processes of a number of UN-Oceans members, 

thus providing, as highlighted in the report of the Secretary-

General on the topic of focus, opportunities for concerted and 

coordinated action to minimize the projected impacts of sea-level 

rise. 

 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

Despite the various challenges that resulted from the impacts 

of COVID-19 pandemic, UN-Oceans and its members adapted their 

methods of work and achieved results, a few of which I would like 

to highlight. 

On 10 December 2020, I convened a virtual high-level event 

of UN-Oceans aimed to take stock of ongoing ocean-related 

initiatives in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as to reflect 

on how we could move forward towards enhanced inter-agency 
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coordination and cooperation on ocean and coastal issues beyond 

2020. The event was attended by many senior executives of the 

organizations and other entities that are part of the UN-Oceans as 

a testimony of their commitment to the ocean and the difficult 

situation we were all going through due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Member States representatives and other stakeholders also 

attended the event, which was conducted in a virtual format.  The 

Video recording of the event has been posted on the United Nations 

WebTv for viewing by all. 

The meeting provided an excellent opportunity to have a 

better sense of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on our work.  

We heard how members rose to the occasion and adapted their 

methods to still deliver on some of their mandates and activities. 

Highlights from the various presentations included the reminder 

about the importance of leveraging opportunities for cooperation 

including through strategic partnerships in ocean affairs. An 

emphasis was placed on the role that science and innovation could 

play, now more than ever, in ensuring a greater understanding of 

the ocean ecosystem services and functions. 
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Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

Speaking of science, as part of the UN-Oceans work 

programme, the UN-Oceans contact group continued to support 

the work of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of 

UNESCO in its preparations for the launch of the United Nations 

Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development on 1 

January 2021. I note with appreciation that the contact group, 

through online meetings and other exchanges effectively 

contributed to the development and finalization of the draft 

implementation plan of the Decade. Now, with the Decade in the 

early stages of its implementation, I look forward to our continued 

collaboration with the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 

Commission of UNESCO on the matters of the Decade.  

 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

UN-Oceans and its members continued to be active in 

supporting the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and in particular Sustainable Development Goal 14, 

the ocean goal. I am pleased to report that UN-Oceans members 

concluded their work on the development of a methodology for the 

indicator of target 14.c of Goal 14. That target aims to “Enhance 

the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources 

by implementing international law as reflected in the United 
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Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, which provides the legal 

framework for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and 

their resources, as recalled in paragraph 158 of “The future we 

want””. The methodology resulted from extensive consultations 

with Member States, including through the organization of a pilot 

validation test. Following these consultations the indicator was 

approved, in November 2019, for reclassification from tier III to 

tier II by the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable 

Development Goal Indicators. This reclassification enabled the 

collection of data by the custodian agency, namely the Division for 

Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of my Office.   

I wish to recall that the methodology consists of a web-based 

questionnaire, aimed to obtain information on the ratification of, 

accession to and implementation of three instruments: the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the Agreement relating 

to the implementation of Part XI of the Convention and the 1995 

United Nations Fish Stock Agreement.   

From October 2020 to January 2021, the Division for Ocean 

Affairs and the Law of the Sea administered, for the first time, a 

questionnaire to collect data against the indicator of target 14.c of 

Goal 14. Nearly fifty (50) countries responded to the questionnaire.  

Storylines based on these responses have been submitted to the 

Statistics Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

for inclusion in the report of the Secretary-General on Progress 

towards the Sustainable Development Goals and the Sustainable 
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Development Goals Report 2021. The storyline for the Sustainable 

Development Goals Report 2021 was prepared by the Division for 

Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea in collaboration with the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the United 

Nations Environment Programme, which are responsible for 

ensuring the harmonization across storylines for Goal 14.  

 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

Another major achievement of UN-Oceans that continues to 

characterize its resilience throughout this pandemic period, has 

been its contribution to an important yearly event close to my heart, 

namely the virtual celebration of World Oceans Day 2021 on the 

pertinent theme: “The Ocean: Life and Livelihoods”.  I invite you 

all to view the recordings of World Oceans Day 2021, which include 

a dedicated UN-Oceans segment available at: 

https://unworldoceansday.org. 

 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

In light of the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic,  

UN-Oceans could not hold in-person meetings in 2020 and 2021.  

Notwithstanding that limitation, UN-Oceans held two 

teleconferences in 2020, respectively on 1 and 15 July 2020. 

These teleconferences were dedicated to exchanging information 
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about the impacts of COVID-19 pandemic and discussing what 

activities could be carried out despite the COVID-19 constraints. 

As already mentioned, these teleconferences also led to the 

organization of the UN-Oceans high-level event in December. In 

addition, because of the cancellation or postponement of in-

person intergovernmental meetings in 2020 and 2021 due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, UN-Oceans has not had the opportunity to 

hold in-person side events since the last event entitled “Raising 

Ambition on Climate and the Ocean” held in the margins of the 

UN Climate Change Conference in Madrid in December 2019.  

In 2021, on 9 and 30 April, UN-Oceans held teleconferences 

to discuss and adopt, in particular, the UN-Oceans work 

programme for the present year. Members also discussed and 

identified thematic webinars they could organize in 2021 to raise 

awareness about the various interlinkages between the coastal 

and ocean issues of today and the work of the members of UN-

Oceans.  These proposed webinars could provide an alternative 

opportunity for UN-Oceans to brief Member States and other 

stakeholders on the activities of its members. 

The work programme for 2021 also includes traditional 

elements of the mandate of UN-Oceans, such as the continued 

development of the inventory of mandates and activities by UN-

Oceans members. I wish to recall that the inventory was 

developed with the view to assisting Member States and relevant 

stakeholders in identifying opportunities for synergies and greater 
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coherence, as well as the support available from UN-Oceans 

members to assist States in their implementation of relevant 

instruments. The inventory is available on the UN-Oceans website 

at www.unoceans.org, including for updates and inputs from new 

members.  

Speaking of UN-Oceans’ online presence, the Work 

Programme continues to call for ongoing updates of the website 

to enhance the visibility of activities by UN-Oceans and its 

members. Updates have already been implemented for updated 

summaries of members’ ocean-related mandates. Going forward, 

UN-Oceans activities in preparation for and leading up to the 

United Nations high level Conference to support the 

implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14 "Conserve 

and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources”, 

scheduled to be held in Lisbon, Portugal in 2022, will be featuring 

more prominently.  

Contributing to this Conference continues to be an important 

element of the UN-Oceans Work Programme for 2021. Despite the 

COVID-19 hiatus and building on its successful engagement in the 

2017 Ocean Conference, I am confident that UN-Oceans will once 

again make a meaningful contribution to the forthcoming 

Conference.   

The UN-Oceans Work Programme for 2021 is available on the 

UN-Oceans website (www.unoceans.org).   
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Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

Two years ago, I reported to you that new members had 

joined UN-Oceans. In April 2020, the United Nations Global 

Compact, an initiative of the Secretary-General, expressed an 

interest in participating in UN-Oceans.  The review of its eligibility 

under the General-Assembly approved terms of reference for UN-

Oceans is ongoing. 

 

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

The COVID-19 pandemic challenges are ongoing but the year 

2020 demonstrated the capacity for innovation, resilience and 

adaptability. It is in this context that UN-Oceans looks forward, 

among other events, to the UN High-level Dialogue on Energy, the 

UN Food Systems Summit, the ongoing preparations for the Post-

2020 Global Biodiversity Framework and the meetings of the 

Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and 

to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.   

In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

the members of UN-Oceans for their continued cooperation in 

providing informative inputs to the annual reports of the Secretary-

General on oceans and the law of the sea, including with regard to 
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the topic of focus of this meeting of the Informal Consultative 

Process. 

Finally, I wish to congratulate participating organizations and 

entities on innovative approaches and ways to deliver on their 

commitments with a focus on assisting States and people in 

addressing COVID-19 related challenges and delivering on the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable 

Development Goals, despite numerous challenges presented by the 

impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Thank you. 


