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1 Introduction

The Republic of Suriname (Suriname) signed the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (hereinafter the Convention) on the day it was opened for signature and ratified it on 9 July

1998.

The present submission fulfils Suriname’s obligation under Article 76 and Annex II, Article 4 of
the Convention to submit to the Commission information on the outer limits of its continental
shelf beyond 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is

measured.

2 The continental shelf

The present submission deals with the outer limits of the continental shelf of Suriname in the
Atlantic Ocean. The continental shelf of Suriname is located at the base of the continental margin
of the Atlantic Ocean. The dominant features of this area are the Suriname-Guyana Marginal

Basin, the Demerara Plateau, and the Suriname-Guyana Deep Water Basin (see Figure 1).

3 Provisions of Article 76 invoked

The outer edge of the continental margin where it extends beyond 200 nautical miles from the
baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured has been defined in accordance

with the provisions of Article 76, paragraphs 3, 4(a)(i) and 4(b) of the Convention.

The outer limits of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which
the breadth of the territorial sea is measured have been delineated by fixed points connected by
straight lines not longer than 60 nautical miles in accordance with the provisions of Article 76,

paragraph 7 of the Convention.

In accordance with Article 76, paragraph 5 of the Convention, all fixed points comprising the line
of the outer limits of the continental shelf of Suriname are not more than 350 nautical miles from

the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea of Suriname is measured.
1



Executive Summary - Continental Shelf Submission of the Republic of Suriname

4 Absence of disputes

Some unresolved questions remain in relation to the bilateral delimitation of the continental shelf
of Suriname with neighboring States. Suriname has considered these questions with its
neighboring States in accordance with Article 76, paragraph 10 of the Convention and Rule 46
and Annex I of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission. This submission and the
recommendations of the Commission made in respect of it are, in accordance with Article 76,
paragraph 10 of the Convention and Article 9 of Annex II to the Convention, without prejudice to

the delimitation of maritime boundaries between States.

Suriname and its eastern neighbor, France, share a maritime boundary that extends up to the outer
limit of the continental shelf. Suriname has held consultations with France concerning
Suriname’s submission of information to the Commission. The Government of France has
agreed not to object to the consideration by the Commission of this submission. The present
submission of information to the Commission by Suriname is without prejudice to the

delimitation of the maritime boundary with France.

The maritime boundary between Suriname and its adjacent western neighbor, Guyana, has been
established up to the outer limit of the exclusive economic zone of both states. The boundary of
the continental shelf of Suriname beyond the outer limit of Suriname’s exclusive economic zone

remains to be established.

Suriname has held consultations with its western neighbors concerning Suriname’s submission of
information to the Commission. This concerns Barbados, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and
Venezuela. The Governments of Barbados, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela have

each agreed not to object to the consideration by the Commission of the submission of Suriname.

In accordance with paragraph 2(a) of Annex I to the Rules of Procedure of the Commission,
Suriname wishes to inform the Commission that there is no dispute related to the present

submission. Suriname provides the Commission with the assurance that its submission can be



Executive Summary - Continental Shelf Submission of the Republic of Suriname

treated without prejudice to issues related to the delimitation of the continental shelf between

neighboring States.

5 Description of the outer limits of Suriname’s continental shelf

A total of seven (7) foot of the slope points have been selected along the continental margin in
the area of the Suriname-Guyana Basin and the Demerara Plateau. From these foot of the slope
points, five (5) points have been established at which sufficient sediment thickness has been
demonstrated to allow the application of the 1% sediment formula of Article 76, paragraph
(4)(a)() of the Convention. These five points (OL-SUR-1, OL-SUR-2, OL-SUR-3, OL-SUR-4,
and OL-SUR-5) have been used as fixed points in accordance with Article 76, paragraph 7 of the

Convention.

In addition, fourteen (14) fixed points defining the outer limit are located at 350 nautical miles
from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea of Suriname is measured. The
fixed points and the straight line segments connecting them are shown in Figure 2. The
geographical coordinates of the nineteen (19) fixed points and the length of the straight line

segments connecting them is indicated in Table 1.

6 List of government agencies, statutory corporations, and consultants

involved in the preparation of the Submission

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Justice and Police

Ministry of Defense

Staatsolie Maatschappij Suriname N.V.

Maritime Authority of Suriname

The following acted as advisors to the Government of Suriname in the preparation of this
submission:

Netherlands Institute for the Law of the Sea

Sovereign Geographic, Inc.
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7 Commission members who provided advice on the Submission

No active member of the Commission provided advice to Suriname in the preparation of this

submission.

Dr. Karl Hinz, ex-Commission member, was involved in advising the Government of Suriname

in the preparation of the submission.
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Figure 1: Map showing the region with the Demerara Plateau and the Suriname-Guyana Deep
Water Basin.
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Figure 2: Map showing the outer limit line of the continental shelf of Suriname.
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OL Point _ _ Artic'le_ 76 | Distance
Numbers Latitude (N) Longitude (W) provision to_ next
invoked | Point (M)
OL-SUR-01| 10° 20'41.0255" | 51° 56'53.4917" | 76(4)(a)(i)| 23.41
OL-SUR-02| 10° 32'42.5394" | 52° 17'13.6281" | 76(4)(a)(i)| 41.44
OL-SUR-03| 11°10'47.8018" | 52° 33'57.1475" | 76(4)(a)(i)| 29.29
OL-SUR-04| 11° 14'25.3949" | 53° 03'27.7128" | 76(4)(a)(i)| 39.31
OL-SUR-05 11°22'52.7738" | 53°42'28.7868" | 76(4)(a)(i)| 41.36
OL-SUR-06| 11°49'28.6000" | 54° 14'51.6084" | 76(5) 1.03
OL-SUR-07| 11°49'34.3091" | 54° 15'54.6448" | 76(5) 1.96
OL-SUR-08| 11°49'45.0006" | 54° 17'53.9395" | 76(5) 1.96
OL-SUR-09| 11°49'55.6781" | 54° 19'53.2367" | 76(5) 1.96
OL-SUR-10| 11° 50'06.3417" | 54° 21'52.5365" | 76(5) 1.96
OL-SUR-11| 11°50'16.9913" | 54° 23'51.8389" | 76(5) 1.96
OL-SUR-12| 11°50'27.6270" | 54° 25'51.1438" | 76(5) 1.90
OL-SUR-13| 11°50'37.1952" | 54° 27' 47.1663" | 76(5) 1.90
OL-SUR-14| 11°50'46.7503" | 54° 29'43.1911" | 76(5) 1.90
OL-SUR-15 11°50'56.2921" | 54° 31'39.2182" | 76(5) 1.90
OL-SUR-16| 11°51'05.8207" | 54° 33'35.2474" | 76(5) 1.90
OL-SUR-17| 11°51'15.3362" | 54° 35'31.2789" | 76(5) 1.90
OL-SUR-18| 11°51'24.8384" | 54° 37'27.3126" | 76(5) 1.90
OL-SUR-19| 11°51'34.3274" | 54° 39'23.3486" | 76(5)

Table 1: The geographical coordinates of the fixed points defining the outer limits of Suriname’s

continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles and the length of the straight line segments
connecting them. Coordinates are referenced to WGS84.




	List of Figures
	List of Tables
	1   Introduction
	2 The continental shelf
	3 Provisions of Article 76 invoked
	4   Absence of disputes
	5  Description of the outer limits of Suriname’s continental shelf 
	6 List of government agencies, statutory corporations, and consultants involved in the preparation of the Submission
	Ministry of Justice and Police
	Ministry of Defense 
	7 Commission members who provided advice on the Submission

	           
	Figure 2: Map showing the outer limit line of the continental shelf of Suriname. 


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




