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The Permament Mission of the People's Republic of China to the United
Nations presents its compliments to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and, with reference to the Republic of Philippines' Note Verbale

No0.000228 dated 5 April 2011 addressed to the Secretary-General of the
UN, has the honor to state the position as follows:

China has indisputable sovereignty over the islands in the South China
Sea and the adjacent waters, and enjoys sovereign rights and jurisdiction
over the relevant waters as well as the seabed and subsoil thereof. China's
sovereignty and related rights and jurisdiction in the South China Sea are
supported by abundant historical and legal evidence. The contents of the

Note Verbale No.000228 of the Republic of Philippines are totally
unacceptable to the Chinese Government.

The so-called Kalayaan Island Group (KIG) claimed by the Republic of
Philippines is in fact part of China's Nansha Islands. In a series of
nternational treaties which define the limits of the territory of the
Republic of Philippines and the domestic legislation of the Republic of
Philippines prior to 1970s, the Republic of Philippines had never made
any claims to Nansha Islands or any of its components. Since 1970s, the
Republic of Philippines started to invade and occupy some islands and
reefs of China's Nansha Islands and made relevant territorial claims, to
which China objects strongly. The Republic of Philippines' occupation of
some 1slands and reefs of China's Nansha Islands as well as other related
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acts constitutes infringement upon China's territorial sovereignty. Under
the legal doctrine of "ex injuria jus non oritur", the Republic of
Philippines can in no way invoke such illegal occupation to support its
territorial claims. Furthermore, under the legal principle of "la terre
domine la mer", coastal states' Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and

Continental Shelf claims shall not infringe upon the territorial sovereignty
of other states.

Since 1930s, the Chinese Government has given publicity several times
the geographical scope of China's Nansha Islands and the names of its
components. China's Nansha Islands is therefore clearly defined. In
addition, under the relevant provisions of the 7982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, as well as the Law of the People's
rRepublic of China on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone(1992)
and the Law on the Exclusive Economic Zone and the Continental Shelf of
the People's Republic of China(1998), China's Nansha Islands is fully

entitled to Territorial Sea, Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and
Continental Shelf. |

T'he Permanent Mission of the People's Republic of China to the United
Nations avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General
ot the United Nations the assurance of its highest consideration.



