Unofficial Translation

The Foreign Ministry of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
presents its compliments to the Foreign Ministry of the United
Arab Emirates.

The Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has
examined the decision of the Council of Ministers of the United
Arab Emirates No. (2009-5) which includes the straight
baselines of parts of the Coast of the United Arab Emirates.

The Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia points
out that it does not recognize any legal effect of this Decision
which was taken unilaterally by the United Arab Emirates.
Therefore, it does not affect the legal rights of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, in accordance with the Border Treaty which was
signed between the two brotherly countries on 21 August
1974, which is obligatory to the two parties in accordance with
international law.

The Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia points
out that international law allows the use of straight baselines
only in special coastal conditions and only when -certain
criteria exist. One of these criteria is that the straight
baselines does not deviate substanually from the general
direction of the coastline.

It is obvious that a part of the straight baselines opposite
the Saudi coast has no relation to the United Arab Emirates
coast, and substantially deviate from the general direction of
the coast of the United Arab Emirates.
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Thus, this part of the straight baselines is illegal in
accordance with international law. Therefore, the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia rejects it and objects to it. It reserves its full
rights and interests in the region.

In addition, the territorial sea of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia extends 12 nautical miles from the baselines of the
coast of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the maritime
boundaries should be delineated between the two countries by
mutual agreement according to international law in order to
reach a fair solution.

As for the rights of the islands belonging to the United
Arab Emirates with maritime sovereignty, it is a matter that
should be decided in the context of delineating the maritime
boundaries between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates in accordance with Article 5 of the 1974
Agreement.

Accordingly, this part of the straight baselines violates
the Agreement between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, and this decision has no effect on the
coastline of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia which extends to the
middle of the Gulf. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia objects to
this violation of the agreement.
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia would like to point out that
Article 5 of the 1974 Agreement stipulates that both brotherly
countries must delineate the maritime boundaries between the
territories of both countries and all the islands under their
jurisdiction on the basis of fairness. The Agreement also
stipulates that the area which connects the territorial sea with
the rest of the sea is to have shared jurisdiction between the
two countries.

The two brotherly countries have agreed in two letters
exchanged on the date of the Agreement that the natural
resources in the areas of shared jurisdiction is owned by the
United Arab Emirates, whether they are on the surface or
below the surface; the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has adhered
to that letter of understanding.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia points out that paragraph 2
of Article 5 of the Agreement of 1974 stipulates that the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is to build any general structure on
the two islands of Al-Qafai and Makaseb, and that the United
Arab Emirates is to take that into consideration

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia affirms that the procedures
taken by the United Arab Emirates, like Decision 2009-5 has
no legal standing on the rights and interests which are
stipulated in the Agreement between the two countries.
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Once again, the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia calls upon the Government of the United Arab Emirates
to implement Articles 5 of the Agreement of 1974.

The Foreign Ministry of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Foreign
Ministry of the United Arab Emirates the assurances of its
sincere consideration.
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