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Distinguished experts and colleagues, 
 
 I am delighted to welcome you all as representatives of important regional and 
sub-regional networks from around the world to this Expert Consultation on “Priorities in 
follow-up to the ten-year review and appraisal of implementation of the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action”.  
  

I want to begin by expressing deep appreciation to the Permanent Mission of 
Turkey to the United Nations for hosting this Expert Consultation. I would like to 
particularly thank Mr Serhat Aksen of the Turkish Mission and Mr Hasan Ozdemir, the 
Manager of the Turkish Centre, for providing these excellent facilities, and in this way 
supporting the work of the Division for the Advancement of Women and the preparations 
for the Commission on the Status of Women.   

 
The Division for the Advancement of Women holds expert meetings prior to each 

session of the Commission on the Status of Women as a means of ensuring access to the 
latest research and practical experience on the themes and issues before the Commission. 
In 2006 the Commission on the Status of Women will hold its 50th session. It will be 
important to consider ways to enhance its role in effectively addressing the challenges 
ahead, in particular in relation to accelerating implementation of the Beijing Declaration 
and Platform for Action. The 50th session of the Commission provides a unique 
opportunity to identify the key issues to be addressed in the fo llow-up to the ten year 
review, and the best means to do this, in the context of the development of its new multi-
year programme of work from 2007 and consideration of its working methods.   
 
  The ten-year review and appraisal of the implementation of the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action was carried out during the 49th session of the 
Commission on the Status of Women earlier this year.  The review and appraisal showed 
that there has been significant progress over the past decade in terms of policy reforms, 
legislative change, and institutional development. Positive developments included the 
establishment of national policies and strategies for gender equality in almost all 



 2 

countries. Countries reported increased diversity in the mechanisms at national level 
promoting and monitoring attention to gender equality (such as gender equality 
commissions, ombudspersons offices and parliamentary networks and caucuses), as well 
as innovative approaches including increased attention to resource allocations through 
gender-sensitive budgeting, and efforts to engage men and boys more actively in 
promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women. 
 

Analysis of the responses from Governments clearly indicated, however, that the 
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action remains far from being fully achieved. 
Progress has been uneven within and across regions. While some gains had been seen in 
relation to each of the 12 Critical Areas of Concern in all regions, serious obstacles and 
challenges were also reported in every area.  

 
Persistent gaps in all regions included low levels of women’s representation in 

decision-making positions; stereotypical attitudes and discriminatory practices; and 
discrimination in employment, including occupational segregation and wage gaps. 
Violence against women, including domestic violence, was noted as a major challenge 
worldwide. In some regions, Governments noted disproportionately high poverty levels 
among women, and their insufficient access to or control of economic resources. 
Governments also noted the serious effects of conflict on women, particularly sexual 
violence. In many countries, women’s health, including lack of access to reproductive 
health services and high levels of maternal mortality, continued to give cause for concern. 
Countries reported high prevalence of HIV/AIDS among women and trafficking in 
women and girls was of concern to many Governments.  

 
There were two important learnings which emerged from the review and 

appraisal. Firstly that there is a huge gap between policy and practice which needs to be  
explicitly addressed as an urgent priority. And related to this, Government responses 
illustrated that attitudes towards the gender equality and empowerment of women among 
the general public and within Government bureaucracies have not changed at the same 
pace as policy, legal and institutional frameworks. Explicitly addressing persistent 
stereotypical attitudes and discriminatory practices is critical to the full implementation 
of the Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third special session. 

  
Many Members States in their responses also recognized the critical role of NGOs 

in awareness-raising, advocacy, monitoring and programme delivery and called for 
increased collaboration. Women’s groups and networks have played a very strategic role 
in moving the global agenda on gender equality forward.  Non-governmental 
organizations have energized the debates on critical areas and contributed to increasing 
the visibility and recognition of the importance of gender equality for development.  A 
great deal of the sustained attention and the achievements made over the past decade has 
been due to their efforts.  Their role in advocating for and monitoring implementation of 
the commitment made by Governments has been particularly significant. The increasing 
partnerships between Governments and civil society on the promotion of women’s 
empowerment and gender equality is a positive development, which needs to be built 
upon strategically. 
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The Declaration emphasized that the full and effective implementation of the 

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action is essential to achieving the internationally 
agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration. 
Importantly, the Declaration also recognized that the Beijing Declaration and the 
Platform for Action and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) are mutually reinforcing in achieving gender 
equality and empowerment of women. 
 

The Declaration called upon the United Nations system, international and regional 
organizations, all sectors of civil society including non-governmental organizations, as 
well as all women and men, to fully commit themselves and to intensity their 
contributions to the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 
and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly.  

 
The 2005 World Summit, held in New York last month, also reaffirmed that 

gender equality is essential to development, security, peace and that the full and effective 
implementation of the goals and objectives of the Platform for Action is required for 
achievement of the internationally agreed development goals. It further emphasized that 
freedom, peace and security, domestic stability, respect for human rights, including the 
right to development, the rule of law, gender equality and market-oriented policies, and 
an overall commitment to just and democratic societies, are essential and mutually 
reinforcing. 

 
In the Summit, Member States endorsed the importance of gender mainstreaming 

for achieving gender equality and undertook to actively promote the mainstreaming of a 
gender perspective in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies 
and programmes in all political, economic and social spheres. They called on the United 
Nations to take further steps in mainstreaming a gender perspective in the policies and 
decisions of the Organization.  

 
The Summit further highlighted the importance of, and made specific 

commitments on, reproductive health; education; employment; human rights, including in 
particular inheritance and property rights and violence against women, including in the 
context of conflict and its aftermath; access to productive assets and resources, including 
land, credit and technology; representation in decision-making; and conflict prevention 
and resolution. 

 
In the Summit Member States also emphasized the importance of the Millennium 

Development Goals. In addition to enhanced action to fully implementation MDG3, 
efforts will be needed to ensure that gender perspectives are fully incorporated into 
implementation and monitoring of all the Millennium Development Goals. 

 
It is now essential to focus on directing attention and resources to accelerated and 

effective follow-up and action to ensure full implementation of the Beijing Declaration 
and Platform for Action and the outcome of the 23rd special session of the General 
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Assembly. A critical element will be working quickly to build on the momentum of the 
review and appraisal process and the Declaration adopted by the Commission as well as 
the outcome of the 2005 World Summit to take full advantage of opportunities, at 
national, regional and at global level, for increasing attention to implementation. 

 
The consultation provides an opportunity to share experiences and insights on 

enhancing implementation at national level, through identifying priority issues which will 
require attention in the follow-up to the ten-year review, outlining why these are critical 
for moving forward, and identifying the strategies required to address these priorities. It 
would also be useful to use your experiences from regional and sub-regional levels to 
identify what global policy development would be required in these areas. 

 
The expert consultation has brought together representatives of networks which 

play a leading role in promoting gender equality and empowerment of women. I am fully 
confident that the experience and learnings from your networks, together with your 
individual expertise from national, regional and global contexts, will provide important 
insights and guarantee the success of this consultation. I urge you to seize the opportunity 
provided to facilitate accelerated implementation at all levels. I wish you very productive 
discussions and an excellent outcome. 

 
Thank you.  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


