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MKW LE AT ERT

This repock on the follow-up of tho onsoilabions adentad ak Seiling
[1%3% wps Jelntly prepaced by the Inbeemindsterial Coordinsticn Commiztes,
Iepresenting women's affaits deparirents in ninisbrles apnd State
imatirubiena, and the General Tederztlon of Faleacine Romen, repredenting
NoN-JTRINMEnLal Women's organizations and sentres eperating both inaide and
curdide che homeland.

The Commitbes wewdd iilke be chank che Dnlted Hations Econchic and
Zocial Commissicn for Wesbetn Asia [ESCWAL for delegaéing the censulrtani, CF.
Rida Al=-Maliar, to provide adwice and agssistabce in che prepaveTion of The
repoct and bepes to avawl dtself of the ongoihg supeort of The United Hations
Tor the warlcwa lasues relatlng £o Paleatinlan womeb.

The Cemitree Would alsc like ta thank all choes Whe zhered in the
preparacicn and enhancenent of chie repokl by providiog weithen inforoation
and ideas, by engagivg in disceesiobh, comeent aod dislcgue or by chechiog its
SOrEERD .
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FOREREGAD

Thiz repoprt 15 designed te respond fo the nole Tethbale zent To The
FoverAmRent and nen-goavacrmental organlzetlicns @ith a view o weeklig
informatlon on threa kay 1550853
1. frrarview of the progress made towards che achievemsnt of eguality

bebveen men and wohen:

Z. Financial and lpatitucional arraniemsnrs:
3. Implemantatlon of the 12 critical areaz of copcern identiEied io Ehe
Flatform foi Action. -

The remert fulfils the reqguirendenta oo cewver all the area= of concercn,
a% Well &2 meagibes adopied, JifficulTies sncountercd, proposals mads and the
auclocok far the fuoar<. It aleo dewvolaes arveption o ke cooperation cffosis
pirsied aacndy Sovernimehl ingtitations aod oon-govermeental organizatiqog wikh
B wied to emjaging in a caontinecue and eodoring pactnership for ackiom,
achieving befrer SUTEMmeg [or sumen and integrating women incko the peoocoss of
esomcmie, political, eccial and soltvral dewelopm=af celabing to the 12 arcas
of concern abd £ Efe priocities which promise bo be satisficd at mationgl
lavel, having been 1inked Ta the strabtegics institwtsd by the State, withk
empbasis aon Bhe parricularities of Palestinian womon.

It i hopaed khat this papcrc will accomplish the ghjestives for which it
was weitlen and thils Secvwe 4% 4 starting point for morc precise agtion io cha
futnre that focuses onm the crucial projects to be carricd opt in Paleskimlan

soCEmly .

INTRODDCT IO

For opver & cepotury, the Palestinian pooplc kas faecd o hithert struggla
pimnd at vprooting it from iks land in Epwour of the Rienist momament, wWhich
built the 5tate of Isracl onr the laod of E'T:l_pstin{: or 15 May 15448, the year
=t the catmstrgphe of Lhe Falostinian peaple.

Tg this daw, the Israclisz have falled bo corpldy with Gensral Azsembly
rasqEabion 18k of 25 Hovember 1947 (the partitdon ceselaticnt, whlch
stipulated the gskablizhment of fwoe States, one tolestinlan and eme Joigh.
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dn Lhe ooobtrecy, they have wagod vnmitigabed war agaio=t the Bplestinian
peopde eygr xince, wusing killing pngd gppeession o dreive oputs Palestioiam
lhhabicancs apnd Corve Theo to scoek sgfuge b AYedh States and other oounsries
Al Ehe worid.

lbn Dalgsti Hvided | )

(&) The Jewtsh-cooupled land, consztituring 76,7 per cend of che azea
ol Paleerine, on which Lihe S5cate of Izrael wes extablished to aliet The
tdensgraphic conposition o 8% per cent Jemish aod 17 par cent BFalestilian;

(L2h The Hesit Bank, ooonsbituiing ZEZ per cent of bhe area of Pealeskine,
wYWhich wae anpet=d to Jordan;

[} The Geza Strip, constituting 1.3 per cont of the area of
Polezring, which was placed wndayr Sgyikian adiniztraktion.

Cn & June 1967, Isrgel attacked che Acab States and oocupied the Wosk
Bunk #nd Gaza Strip, bhis Hringing the whole of Zalestine wunder che conbrol
af Izrmcli occepation.

Following Tthe 1557 cakascrophe, the Isreapli scoupatissn Foroes
deliberately pursaed o policy of repression agninst the inhabitaots of the
occrupied bperifterigs, whlch Wae characterized s

1. Zrgdeavourang to Grive out and exprl Zalestliplan lhhabitants aod
refusing to allow ihe recurn ol Chose who wore displaced during o a5 o
eesult of tha wor and these who were abroad for reasons oF wock or study:

2. Annexing Jerodalem and eXtending the influence of iks municipality by
anncxing 29 wvillages on the Hest Bank and seetions of Bita, Dethlehem and
Bait Jala, &9 wall as exerbing pressore gn the Inhabitszpvrs of Jerusalen aod
withdrawing thelr ldentity cerds with the intentlon of evacuating
ralestinlans and inatallioyg Jewish settlers in their place in thr Palestinian
saqbions:

= Eadureing the level of health and cdugational services and undermining
the aconomic ztructures

1, Euilding sertlerecls on Palostinion lond confiscated from its ovmers,
tha area of which hoW amsunts to 53 per cent OF che land in *he West Bonk and
40 per cent of Char is the Gaca Strip, and persierently oxpanding zetbiements
and canflacaring land v vthis day;
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5. Crueghiyg Che resisbance of che PoledcEnian feople ra Tocoed oocupskizn,
using aoy Lerrerist and Lhiudane methed of deiog s, ineleding killing,
Gevenltion, Foreige exlle and domestic blockade.

theer The pasc decades, the Palestinian pecple hys wadged 4 protcackbed
straggle for tbhe restarakicn of its foll legitimate rightsy; namely its rigent
ta self-determivaltion, the returcn of refogess aid the ;&stu.'l:rlishmnnl: of its=
national State on itz own land, with Jerosalem as its capital. wnder the
leadership of the Palestioe Liberation Organization, ondec which all netiooai
groups and partiex ace ammlgemated, bogether with geass-roots and Eradc wnion
organizatiabs.

The Palezxrinisn stenggle bag assamed an axsortaent oF forms, froa armed
struggle, political and diploratic «fforts, and grass—roots action both
inside and putxide che ocenpied tercitofies, pacbicelarky in the Palpstinian
crmminitkices in rmeigbbourcing Arab Erabes. '

The Balestinian—Ezracli conflict has inevitably affected the cowrse of
ewonks in Ehe hrab and interoationsl accoas, having passed throwgn vasioes
sknqes, most significantly:

1. The Esecacli iovasion of Lokbroon, which Jdrguwn ant thae farces of the
Palestinge Likcrakbion Organization Ep othocr Arabh States io & new operation
almad ot their dispersal;

2. The Gulf War, which adeeesely affected the Palestinlan pacnie, leading
aa 1t did Co che expolsion of nome S00,000 Palestinians feop Kowaktt and the
ocher Gulf States. The sconomic plight of cha Poleschnlan pacple was
thecretare exaceehatod, both in Palegsting and ahroad. T alse had adverze
reperopaglons on the inflow of financial tascurces to the Paleatine
Liberaticn Qrgonizabicomn.

E. The erption of the grass-reots intifsda in the cooopled terrlcorles o
councer the Israell policey of ecoupatlon and repreaslon, since throuwghowc Che
yvearz of the lptifadn, the Falastinkton peopls was avbhjecbed to ferther
ceryorism and hendieds of woemen and ohildran wers macoyted by Che bulieksz of
Igraell sekdlers, while hundzeds of thousanda wera Lhrown In prisen anc yet
huopdreds more wera soblacted bo masa expulalons owcalds the hemelaod.
Paleztinian towma and rvillages were olsce subiected fo langthy hlcckades,
wbhich parabtyzad wcenomlc and acclal ackiviiy, the oblectlws of all auch
activities belng to avppress Lhe pecple"s cowragacwus Intifada.

Elquiricent achiewementz ware acomiplizhed during the yeara of the
celebraked struggle oF khe Palestinlan peopde, whe, dezpibe Ehe oppreszich
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and tercorisa, never once falteced.  Srab and international sepport Weee
qalned with the eecegnition of the legitimabe and just rights of Gha
falestinipgn people in Bnited Hatiors sesolubipns ang Lhe cecognition of the
Falastine Liberation Drgamizabicon as its iegitimatc sepresentakcldwa.  The
Qrags—Toats styugale in the cooupied tprritories also aoguiged wildespreasd
Arxk and internatlional suppork, as 4id the peonle's intltfsda.

B. A new atage jn fhe hlatory of the Palestiplan wecole

AE & rasultof the protrocied strugoies and wallont intifada of the
Falastinlan pacple under the Leadeeship of the falastine Libarazlon
trganlzaticn and lez determinetlon bo attain its just rights, coupled Witk
Iarael"s condequant pealizatlon chatb it was lpcapobie of ellwminating ‘the
nakicinal cawae oi the TFalestinian peopla and ita natiopal mesmemenc, freehn
prospects emerqgad for o resclutdon of che Folestinlan-Israeli conflict thac
wazs geared bogards hlztorical kargalning and the achievement of & juer aod
vomprehensive zetelement in the veglen wiih Arab and tonternationsl support.

[a} o that kbaszils, ab tha sessicn of the Paleatine Hakbicoal Cowncil
held in Algiers in 173%, the Palestine Likerartion Orgabnizabion declarsd the
Palmsrinian peace inltiative by recoqnizing Securlty Council resolutions 29F
[1967} and 33 (1%73], as ®Well A General Adgembly resalnrtioh 131 of 1947,
and zought the establishment of the Stake of Paleablne in eccordesnce whcl the
lattce.

fh} The iditiacive of The Palesribe Liberaliso drgapisation oade way
for the comwening of The 1591 Hadrid peace conlérehcs Lder Cie aponeocship
ef the nited 5tates of Amecica atd vl Savier Ooion on Bhe basis of Secorcity
Council respluticns 242 [1967] and 33% [1873) and che principle ol laod foc
prace. At the Madrid conferencs, Che Palezcinian desice Eo dxtablish a jast
and copprohedsive peace came Dol Coe World sportlight, Chueg arlcecliiog
suppart for the Palestinian cadse.

[Ee]) Burruant to the Palestipiao-Iscaeli agresoest on principles
eeachnd Zn £5lo in 1994, Israel withdrew io pbases froa the Rowns and
tergitorics of the Eaza S5trip and RHest Bank, which Paleztinian fo-ces
enterod, hawirg assimed contool oo 9 Mey 15999, Hewwewer, T2 per cent of che
ar«a 0f the West Bank and 37 per cent of the area of the Gave SErip. as well
A5 thr ¢rossing points, borders, sirspace and Waker cesprroes, remainced under
the conkrel of Isracli ocoupation.

In January 19%46, gemcral olochbiocns were held in the West Bank and Goza
ZLrip and the Preszident oF the Palestinian Waticnmal huthority was olockod,
tajechet wikh che Logislativg fowncil conrsisting of 88 ocmbers.



—-8-

Stnoe ibs csteblizlment, cihwe Falesbinlan Hacienal Astbherity has striwved
to achleve matignal reconstrocviion tiivsugh irTa fnstlcotlonzs apd oanistrics.
zignificant aocomplishmentxz have been made 1o che worleua econcmic, secial,
policloal and legistative fields, sod development mechanisms and clans have
hean Formualatbed mlong with drafr wnified laws afmed af epsuring that thesc
aehieva froltien in the forthooming stade.

With the approach of 4 Hay 1999 signalling :ie end of che {five-years
cransiticnal atage, the orisi=z i= deepening diee Lo the Iskasll palioy. As
gish, 1€ harazlds the breoakdosm of Ehe agrecoents siguied beOWeshn Che $6a
parcies omd chremtens the peace process, particilarly glnee the Palestinian
pecple will rafuse ¢o acguiescoe to Israell protPABTIiNACIONG GF eontinuing
peeupation and setblement, a5 well asx o The iofringements on itz freedom and
EOE T BRI .

Theough ks activitics oo the Arab and inbecsalional froncs, tThe
Falezrcithiiat Wational Avthority is mawing effortys & Forescpll The iggepding
collapae of Che peace prooess and to place the facts beford the inrecnational
compinity cancerning the position of the righk-wing Geveriiment of Israel,
which refnasz: bo Ipplament the accords, cootiowally deslinisg oo fulfil 1ts
obligartions thereunder Lo rogard o cnteriog the final sbage tegetiatione,
which zlwnld have bequn fws YeacF o003, to- discuss ingaritsnl issues, uch ag
cafugees, bDomwdatias, Jerwsplem and sektlenments.

The inrternablenal comunity 45 denanding thab pressoce slhoold ke
gxorted on Bhe Esreell Goveramant wicin a wiegw to compeliing ir bo mestb ibs
chligatioanes. HAs a spenacy of the peaen process, the Undbsd States of Rmecica
is alno callipg oo Ehe Iscaell Goverament £o showldes its responsibilitiss th
that respect abd advocace:s thot it shopld reccive oo forther sopgeort unril £t
fulfils its eesponsibilities towsrds che peace process aod r=cognizes afn
ingepondent Paleztinian Sbate, with the aim of achieving zecurity aikd
stability for the pedpled of the reqlon,

BART RIE

Fhe quostion of tlhe sdvancemant of wemen nnd the cnhancec=nt of their
ztatus 15 of parampunt impariancse th Che world of teday a5 it peoeparcs Lo
enbark on the mexk ce=ntury. The warld 1s now aware of Ehe Zmpoctance of the
rele played by wamen in develcpaene zod ln faclng the —apid sucoession of
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challeznges suon as glohalization, slectronic communications and *he interperk.
Many States today arc codoavpuring to oontinue the cfiorts for the
advangemans: of women which Lhoy h=we boen porsoing foro twe decades, for it
wag in 313975 Cchak the ficst World Confoceence of the I[oternatiqoal Women's Year
wng held in ¥Merico, foousing on women's conditipms wocldwide and the need Eo
change them for the beLter. Follow—up and preparatory contercnoos onseeds
moat alquifilcantly the World Confercnoe oo Rovigws and Ai:«praisc the
Bohisvedencs of the Ynited Hptlons Decadn foxr Women: FPqualdiy, Dewelopment
and Peaca, held in Waliohi, whigh producfod an inportant ecforonce dooronit,
namely the Fairobl Forward-locking SEratogics for the Adwanoement of Women Lo
tha Yeaxr *0d0. The Fourkh World Confooenoe on Bezen, at which Ehe Seijing
Elatfcim for Action was adepted, wes then held in 3eijing im 1405

wring thiz pericd. the specipliacd intfernptional organizaticns fecnscd
chelr concarns on women and the improwement of their goonomic,. segial and
political elrevmatances, atriving for greater esfective marticlpatica in the
shsrginahle devalopment procass,

They azsumed the task of elaberating instrvments and mechanlisms
intended ke address evident cocncerng alimed at rolszimg the s2takbus of wemen ond
enhancing thelr sacial aquallty. Of theas, tha mest shgniflcant aza the
Conwention on Che Elininetion of A1l Formas of Dizeriminatlion agalhast Women
(1979, Ehe World Sumpmdt for Children (313803, the Gnlted Hatlons Conters=nca
on Environminlk afed Deerelopmert (EF372}, che Iabernatlosal Jonterence oo
Population abd Development [1%34] and bhe Woerld Sommit for Social Developrenc
[1995] .

The Stabes Which atbended the Belling Conference made a commltmant To
comtinue workiog o promote wopen and laplewent the Beliing Plabctesm for
Acticn, which affirms che isgortabce of pursuing action f2r the adhrancemstt
of women, the stesngrhening of thelr work end the actatnment of their agual
rights, bearing in mind e pacticelaricies of each Stare. It alaa
stipulates the vital need co Dormulate strateqies, Tellcias and prograxmes
and identify che priorities of each State, amd Torther urges Stoace
institxtbions and non-gousrAmenlal Groganifzationz oo parcicipate 1 actioh oo
aoozleegte the advancameat of womean-

The Beijing Platform for Action cakes into copziderafion Che oberacies
in the woy pf cfforks bo implénent sCralegies relatiog to women, perticglarly
in wiew of che political ard econopic Silficulbies and conflictd Belibg
gxperienood worldwide and creating Lhe compler zocial prapglems thet place
wareen In their prescot position, which shoold be Surtheced and gtrengbhened,
together with theirc role in development.
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The Brijing Platform for Actico lists the nrieritics on whichk cmphasis
ahould ba placcd in the form of 12 ateas of concerfn, Thase aTc WomEn and
porerty, education and treining of Wonen, women and health, viclence against

Woen, Women and araed conflick, wormsen abcd The econcamy, S0mMET Ln poWer and
dadizlen-making, institubicnal oechanizts for che advancemeant of woogn, hman
rights of women, woioen pnd the nedia, women end tbe envirorment and the glrl
child. '

an this hasis, Palestine parvieipated in the Eeljing Conrerence in the
form of o high—-ranking delegation, headed by che Hinfsber of Sccial Affalrs,
Mra. Intesar Al-Wazeer, and comprizing STare atd [on=-gorermmental -
organlzations, with the aim of preseotioyg the Palescinlan effcrls axerted In
the last decades for the advancemext of Palegrintan wWomen.

The martlcularitics of Palestinian women derive feom Che zpecial aature
af their nakicma)l cause, which oonstitotes their lives and 2CFfacTés The caurge
of cheir advancement. The israeslil oocopaticn & Palegrine in 194% crheated o
problen Walch discimgolshed that caose in that most &f Palegrinlkans decane
vefugees liwing in lntolesable mocial, health snd ecspomic sonditione, Zoth
ineide and oukalde Che ogoupicd berrifprics. This probleom wed Durriver
comipplirated oy the Iaraeli ocoyrpation of 1967 apd the Isreeli palicy alimed at
oblicececing the Falaabtinlan paticmal ddeotiky, building settlements,
denclizhing housea aod occomying Talastinian laod and towns, ae kWill as Lhe
city of Jerusalen, Ehe capital =f bhe State of Falostine.

Following the adoptien of the Plotform for Action resvltiag Skom Che
Fourth World Confevenss on Women, held in 2Beijing in Seprember 1505, amd in
the light of regicnal, Avak and patiomal Falesbiriar instoments approsted B
the preparavory stsiges of the Conference and the ocubcome of the frad
ministecisl conlerence held ia AmGlan in Sapgembers 1996, work wax cas-cied our
at official and grazd-reots levelz to formulabes 4 naticnal stratedgy Lok
Falgstinian women, vaking inte ascownt Palestinizn meseurces and the priocity
neds of Palestinian Women thelde and enislide She heocland.

Drganizaticoal cechanismd have beon oraated to fulfil chis goal: ai
Gorernnont rowel, o ceardinsbion Framework {tha Inhtermiolstieorial Ccardination
Coazitinc) was formed of representatives from the women's aflfeies departmente
in ministries and Skete ingribtubions wirth a vlew to poomobing the mational
statns of Palestipisn women. Chaired by the ¥inister of Fooiml Affairs, Mos.
Incasat Al-Wazger, the Commitkes purswes its Wobk 1o accordanee with bhe
eeliing Flatfarm for fetion and che tesds abd pricrlities of Palegstinian women
with o wigw o translabting these iaks various accivitles and progopmoes.
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Eaged an bthe prlerities of Paleskinian woamen and the ateas of concern
conbained fn the Zeillng Flatform for Actlon, the Gemneral Graicn of Falascina
Women haa zimilarly pursued actiem in the West Eank, the Goza Sirlp and
cuteside e homeland, wich preminant perssoalitles and nen—governmental
women ' cebtres alsc caklng parc.

The fjeint effarts of the Intermanlsteriai Cosrdinatlon Cormitzes and
the fGiencral Unisn of PalezTine Hemen ave channelled towerds unifying national
attitudes to The shhancoment of womeen's condloions in accordance WiTh The
Aavailahls cemouwroee,

M5 oA rezult of chese efforbz, he nartional scracegy or Palestlbniash
women was forputabed and anncunced s 3 conference, held in June 1337, which
brooght toge:fer Akl che promloent women’s Clgqured at GewerNment abd Aaes=
gowerrmental ledels and Wag abtcended by pepregentacives of Ene Exacuebive
Comibkeg, bEhe Palestipias Naricnal Auchoribty and che LegiskaCive Council, as
wizl) as by ropresentatives fron civil organizationg. Thiz aTrartedgy formed &
substantial basis for the procedures and plans of Ackion impdenented by
women's affzirs departments ar Soveromenk 1evel @il by Ehe Gegkeral Wnicns of
Falestin: Somen in cooperabkicon with all nmon—yovernoental women's

grganizations and cenroex.

Srgr since ke putset ofF bhe falextiniobl cywes, Palestinion womest bale
played o distinct national role inside and cutside Palestine and hawve Eoughk
in varions ways to ¢iiminabe the occopation &nd secuaes Lhe retocn 6f *he
cooupled Palastinian terriktorics.  They kawe also helped to estakblish wonern's
niens and charitablg assopiations, onde=saycured To alledisate sope of the
sppragdglon and suffering cndurcd by the Palestipniao refwges familics liwving
in camps, ond providod assistancs to the familiex of oarkyrs.  Romen bave
aheouwlderad the cesponsibility of svpoorting familics whose men have cithere
paen detained gr markyrod, while the womeo io the camps in Iebanony Syria,
Irag, EgypE and Jordan howe made cfforts fo improwve the guelity of the
gocial, ecopomic, health and owliural aeeas of 2ifg, particolarly for woaen
apd ehlldeetn. The actlvities of clwvil organizations and woonn thenselves
have themafcra eaen distinouished by angeoing ackion in the absence of a
national autharloy on Eelestinlan sqdil, particukarly in the case of the
General Pnicn of TFalestine Wemen, whigh comprises a2 large mookber of women's
azsonisCiatd and crgenlmaticns dnslde and oukside Palestine.

In 8™, Che Palestindan Hational apthoriiy begsn Lo assuee conteal of
ehe Paleatihlan territgories for Che Eirsg time sirge the occupatian of
Palesrcioe, beibhging With 1f the frutts of its cebkekllon and constaot strogsle
inFide and cucside Palwatine and in intaenptignal forms. Apparens from an
early sLage Wag Che ofticlal and inatltvticnal interest cenoeenmang the



policies of the Palestinisan Mariconal Avthoericy bowards tle advaoceacne ot
Ealestinian women and support for the continuation of Eheir positi-age and
histpric nationel rolée oF perticipation i beilding the &tatec inskitvrions

which Palestinians aec sndeavouring Eo establish.

This seme commibtmeoy was cxplicit in the Declatatien of Falestinian
Indgpendence, cogarded as the fiest Balestinian Consticution, which
establlshed the status of wonen and thair eotltclepent to eqeal rights and
duticgs with mon.

dn the basis of this apprpach, Falesbinian women aec abtenpting e
dovrlse and adbore ko bhein own strotegies and make prearess Lo achleving
them. TFhe antianal straktegy for Palestiniso women was degwn go dn 1ime with
the 12 critical aceas £f congern gontained in the Beiilng Flacform fovr
Actlpn, smphasizing prigritigs in acoordance with the nmaxbleular nacuwre of
Lhe Palasbinlon cavag and llsting them under aighi areas of concerl, namaely
woren and pevegly, educabien and traiping of women, wemen and healtki,
wviclenca adgalpst women, women 1o powsr and decialon=paking, wWomen sod The
medla, weman and the eeoncey apd che glrid child.

It also tock varions activitles and actlcnz inte copaideration abd
rropoeded mechanlama for Lhe ivplemencation and trapzlaticn of these
strateqles, parciowlarly glwen that cthe Folesbinlan Maticnal Aotheority ie
atrjaed i earnaskt ertorcs Ec establiah the ingtitubicasl EnfrasTructuce and
Loranlate leqislative acts and laws for the Falescinian State befcve bhe eod
wf chieg millepniom. Thiz ares of cobcern assimed geeCicelss impoctssce aod
iz intercannected with all other such areas.

The Leqislative Council operates ln ocmpdiance wich the 1963
Declacariab 9f Palegbinlan Indepatrdenos, as the Pegislative AcPd aod Eaws
ratified and in Torce, together wich the dreaft basic law, are Based on Lhe
pringcipie of equality and aob-disccimbinartios ag9einst woaen and on Ehe
principle that women'e rights are a part of ouman righte. As much iz evideat
in the Legislative Céuncil Elections Ao, the Habionalitry Ack, civil laws,
the Wunizipal and Local Comncil Slecsticne Aet and the Edacacion Ach, aAs weill
as in Palestine’s compliance teith Lne Convenltion on bBhe Elimination of All
Forme of Macriminstion adainst Komen and ofther interpyarcicnsl agroesments
Cconcerning sguality, soch ax ¥aoze conoerning the rights of the child eod the
equal righiz af wometn ibh exercising their policicel rightz sad in decision-
making. Morsowver, the Palecskipian Waticsnel .i'l.lul'_hurit}' i= amending and
updating the laws s bequlations in Eopce, =uch ax the Pecsoaal Staktons Ack,

and i5 also wndertaking a wom=n's initiatiwve.
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Wirh & view te social, esonomic gnd poilitical security sneg theirc
partisiparion in dewcloprent, Paleabinian women cxercize theie rlght to
engage 1o peliticnl mgtivity, Bevaral women have besi elected fo She
Legislarive Council snd rmow constitute 7.5 per ooot of its memberd. AR £Wom
grester yupgsar has boen elecred to tha Hotional ¢ouncil and ped consbitwbes
B.fl p=r ceat of its memhors.  Siveh Chat o Womon minister has been aupcinted
since rie B=ltlng Conferonce, Lhere wWera two women airnistecs prics to the
esignation of The Mipister of Nigher Eduecation, altheogh ik dix leqed that
the larter Will be ecplaced by apother weman in the futers.  In & mave
unprecedenced in Lhe Asab rogion, 4 Homan als0 nmominabed hearzxelf a4z a
caodidare far the prosidency of the Palestinlore Haticonal fathoricy.

Paleztinian women joined in diplonacy and internaticoal negotiaticna,
haviog taken part in the Oslo and Madrid conterences and United Habicite
dincussicns and representod Paleseing in internsbional confersqses on the
faleostinian questlon and hmman cights. At grass-rests level, non-
govornmental organizatioos and women's agdoclatlons have also joined in
pational policicral action against Israel’e cocupatlon pnd ibs arbitcary
practices, wWhich exacesboto the suffeting of the Palestinian women workKing
for o just and hotourable peace.  Io the departments of fhe Falestinian
Hatiognal Butlority, womoen have been appoitted to leoding positions at grades
which orable thel Ko share in the varicus lewels of declslon—making in 13
mlnistrics, as well as in the police foree, which 1s 8 new 2od non-
traditional fi=ld far Womel,

The official asd publig Imterest in the gquestich of wemen is oirrooed
by the conspicosus ameunt of spaco dovored to the aubdect in the print and
awdiio-rlisual modim; Wemen's lssuss and situarticns arve discussod in daily
NeWEpaner supplements abd alse covercd in speciszl radle and television
KT T BTG

Special programmes on health, foc cxample, devote attention to ceiziog
Samer' s awnecness of healch, bBeaglng in mind che national strategy drawo dp
wirth the aim of safegquasding women's asnd childrea's health with 2 vigw to e
berter Jife. Those educatisnal coneaiqns sod prograsmess are infloontialy the
Fertility rate has dropped and ohild innoculaticn haz risen to 95 per cent.
Moreaver, Palastine iz obe of the Efirst nominated Sountries in the region To
Geclare itsclf Froe of pelicwyvelltis. Such progremmes have 2lso drawn
winen 8 otbenbicn to The importance of carky scteening for oreast cancee,
cervieal oanoerT and =s=xoally cransmltbod discases.

Education and trainicg of ®ohen 35 3 major prisrity and fogus of
concern for the falestinian Watlonal avthority in wiewW of the hindrances
caveed to this soctor by ehe Iareeli oooupation, sehool closures and the
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school doop-cut rate doring She basic stage. A nromasent achievensnt wWichis
tha sectcr, and gooe which banefits women, kas bheen Lhe elaboration of a deaft
law Lo Toise the compulsory mdecobicon age to Che basic stage an a hic oo
vaduce the femnls 1llltecacy amd drom-cur rates: 23 per cent of fmmen ace
1lilcerate and the rote is marticelacly bigh oamoad tural warsen, Hiw
fregqeantiy anbar inke Makriage af an esrly age,

A patiemal strategqy for wocaciomal and technicel edusacior and training
thaa heen deavn op wildh the olm of preparing wemen fer the scployment merkber
and tralning tham te partlcipate etffectiwvely in the suscaineble developo=nt
process. Witk the introdwetlon of compubar stwdiez lote edoracics
proJEamEmes, weman hove baen able to gear thenselves morve todards o==ting
redern-day remicsmants and facing che challenges oF gloebalizarion. “Acedemic
ipztienticns alao show o marked loterest th rhe advancement of wooen and a
women"a atwdies nrcgramma 1o winlcin both geles are clearly cofacepboalized has
St Created ac universlty level, in Which comecbion intellectuaals tEabe oert
in discusalion, welte papers and studies and Craozlete Lo intbo action.

In the tield of eccaomy and the alleviation of powerty and
wigrnl ment, 4 Key projeck alted ar Ielping impoverished women to impeowc
thair econcmice situatien iz rub by che Miniscey of Sccisl Affairs, which
endeavesra Lo provide Wwohe WiCh Toaining ik 8 namber of vocational skills
gnd in the manzgement of Self=ran peajectz:. It alss Stards as guarantos for
wWomeat Wi EspEos Tram loan ctnstitoutions in an effor: to onsure thatb women
have &394l acoess With men co che 1sans previously denied to them, thos
allowiog Tien Eo beccme mooe self-zufficient and more capable of sopearting
their penniless families,

It remainsg ingeretiie for Wooen 0o parlicipate in the cconomic
development proceses by enfuring Ehe elininration of oncoployment amang women
and n"_"bl‘_'ﬂtil:'l.l; WL E ﬁpﬂﬂrtuﬂiti&& [or chem.

Homen bawve alie benefited poxitively foom agricaltweal leoans, given
that the inskitotion effering such loans has extended ibs sorvice to 150,398
wmmen. The éxperimealt i xkill contiouwiog with socoegs, cnabling women o be
sclf-relisab in establishing prodectiwve projeces @f Eheic owm.  Qng non-
governmenkal institotion has al=sp increascd the size of loans avairlahle o
wamen to sums of betweon 3,900 and 15,000 dipars, thos indicating that chara
iz now goeater coafidence i womern and their equal abiliiy with oon Ea oope
with thc economic aspects of 1ifc and make 2 contribnation ko develoemant.,

Hopn-gornermenial institutions alse zakn an unsbipting contrloucien ta
the production process, the Lebacon branch of the Zoneral mien of Falestine
Wom:n kawving coeatod job opportunitics and enbanced the muality of 1ite 1k
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the Baléstiniab tanps by institotity and strergthiening income-gencoating

prociuckicn projects.

dne of the G*:hl.f\::rru‘mtnl:'s key policics was te cstablish & erog-amme an
malc and fomale staristics in Che Centrsr BEprean of Statistics in 1996, one
wear aftors Leijing, with a wicw to incorasing awarcncss amopag thosad concesned
with womon's fiszpes ard stroengithening women's cquealiby with mea in the fieids
af planning and Aecision—making, whigh is scgazded both as on chligation and
Z posibiwe carly achiewemenk for woren's cguality with aen.  The farm
"gander* is now widely cmployed in the diseussign of secial, ecencmlc and
political =mabkers.

Tha mattrer of wvioleooc against women Constitotes an iopottant pricrloy
it cha mabicnal ackion plan owing ko the impocbonge of safequardlng the
famliiy and criceminrg the houschold tale of women, an addition te che Fact
cthat wiolence oaninst women &3 ofben o hlidden practlos Ehak ls az traditianal
23 the steraniypical and demennlog image of wemen and thalr powerleszness,
The Falaskinlan Wabicnp)l Authorkty bas accordingly conplied wich, inpey wlla,
Lhe Unlwersal Declarnticm on Humon Rights and che Cenventlon an bhe
Eiiminatian of a3 Serma of Dlscrlmdmation agolnak Romen, bhersby easuckiyg a
wore dacure foture for woman in babh inscituilonal and lagal carms.

The Ministry of Seciol Affalrs haz 2lzc mailntatned the zame compliance,
hewity extablished a girla’ #Heltare home cabering Poy 20 glele aged undsr 18
whee bave been expoged oo demestle vielence, in acditlon to a gecond home for
the same puepoce, Hog=goverdmental orgasizafiobs ales lnabibpeed a Degsl aod
social qeidance prograsme amnd et up a Borcalled "hobline” atter che Beijing
Conference 1o Lede womene compleivre, indicating the sucoess of The
pivneering eXperinent oo assiat women whe are sublected to wiolenoce oo geck
help and prorachEicih.

The Ministry of Social Affairs if aldo igplecentimg 4 progracoe Lor @asi
under the rieie of “ToWards o Beiter Family™ witio a4 Yiew o raising cheir
awaroness of women's and childeen's rightes and haleing Che practice af
wioloence againslk Family menbers,  Equality ie thod emphaeized by reaising
mearcress of the rights and duries of both sides.

Cospite these =fforfx, the grearest obetacie remainsg Che Failuve of
wgmen ko exercise Lheir cights and defend thendelwves oWing Co The prevaillimg
Eraditigns and the negative steceobypical and dedesning inage ol Women and
their powerlessness, which polnbs 0o Lhe DogarTadce o wsihg batih
conventional and oodorn means of oass comonicabicn to desl with Ehe sobjecte
and bring it intd gresbsr fasos.
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Weiret atyd om=uwed conflick 1s an area of coiiceio 0O Which Ehe FaleBtilwe
Liberation Jrganlzatlon atbpchos gogat dmpoctance, Sindce Lhe begioming of
chiz cenbury, bhe ralestinian people has been £ighring agealinsTt The
impecimlizn Which camaed lb bo seck cefuge in 187 and o migeate fa 1%67.
Since thert date, Palestiolan womon both inside apoo surszide bhe hemeland have
been suflfecity Eram pooel physleal and morbal heaith ard eodoced gaoct
cducaticnal condicions a8 o gefeli of [seaclfs -:u:i:upati'm ol all Palestinian

toerciktoeies .

Through their engagemant iln various kings of militery, politicel abd
diplematie efforta, women have playocd an acbive part bn resizling The
oocupatiot, raizing thelr childoen as Falostinipns and boilding a4 celler
Eutuie Lot fhem 1o aw lndepandant Stabc. -

Balestivian children have played & distincbkive historiesl role io Thelir
1se of stooes Lo Flgnb against che cocupier during the yoars of the cenowoded
Palestinian intifada, which drew widespresd intesopbicnal swpport on acodunl
Af kb cnlidiedh adld EDeld lidTiials Wik Wald SaTyisd Wlic Jergiding chely
homeland. Inn 1%87, 129 women wWars martyred and athers wero sobjockbéd Co
hoabing, ill-veeatment and Leprisgongent, Saven womgn have becn under
dotention ziorme 199% and women today comtinge alongsice men Lo demsod theic
selepse from prisob Dy mouncimg Lowd worldwide prebeshs againsh the Iscaedd
authoritics. Palestivian women are alse still coospiquowsly involved in
peralstent action against fhe geeupacion, che bwliding of settlomenis, the
aalzure of land and ehe fdemelition of howses,

Thkr ettention Wiich Palestine devotes Lo the glxl ¢hild is based on Ehe
emqualkty of the sex=s.  The Palepcine Likerabben Ocgankzatlen having signod
the Conrgntion on vl Rightz of the Chiid, minlztrles and ngn-gowvernmootal
crganisations are wnder obligetrion to eafaguerd The physlcal, montal aod
goclal welfare of the girl chidd., A numser of soclol prograames arc on £or
Slaslied sarsans and parsobns w1 apeclal meedd, i ard fspainplogleal,
apoerta, health, cducationus} aod enleworal proegrampes for the it ghild, an
Wi Pooud i placed in order to ensure Che developsent of 3 healchy
ceneratlon of Falosbinian socieby

Thase poinks of snalysie illustrete the @idezpresd respense fo fhe
Beijing Platform Eor Acticon and women's iesues, a4 weli a8 Che positlve
achlavemants madn, cven though chese vequire astrengihening and fellow-yp.
Sucl padlbical, sorial and sconocoic dewelopment pland and Broglaimes,
Reeser, ITER counter bo the expansianizt pelicy of occumatlon, the sevarance
of Linka With Che Wesk 2ank, the imposed policy of closiong Ehe West Bani and
Gaza Surlp and the bastoncd measuces ta Judaize Jerdsslem and laclate 1t drem
vie resalpimg azeas of the Palestinian homelsnd, bhepebdy Smpeding the
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dEvelcfment process 4ot poevenking the Zalestinizn Habignel Aubhority Ercm
iAposing its sovereignty owort e land and people.

The putlook for the future fs that Palestioian men angd woren hope Lo
liwve together in an independent Palestinian $hato and aoe preparinag to wshaer
in the khird millennitre an & pofibive nobe,  Traditions roiwithztonding, the
gender concept is now accoptod in Paloskinian society ond the sterectypical
image of women has begqun o change; more gduextion and empleyRent are oo
available for wenen and bheir capaciby BEg work and parbiclipate 1p nrcduccien
and vu=c modern Eechnologics will goow, Shws strengthening thelir role ane
Eligir &fudlicy With Med in EHE fundamentsl aveds of congdaron diszoussad in
Teijing.

s the tools of information, modern bechnelogy, bhe aedia and the
ioternet have developed, Falegstinian women bare managed ta gailn thelr benefic
ang wilE bhe in a position to se bham poalblvely ik the rlrat dpcade of The
nexk mwillgonriom, provided thet the {leanclal and frainlog resonrces are
avallabie o moke an looact on wemen ond men alike by elimbnscing mahy of The
traditioral means of predugbicn, steresbyres ond cuscoosg.  Acocrdingly, walen
will hove o pegmnnent Linkane with the ooteide world, wbhile alss endesvauring
Lo satequard the Falestinian ldentity and che peelitive aspects of their
inherited hilstorical cusbomz.

Faleatinlan women wWill advance ifn the ceeabive Cields: and che nedis,
Fhere thelr image will improse, and they wiil enjoy great=r participation in
Lhe development pracess. The Palestibies Brace will seek B4 oaintain a
CcofEians and onacing commitmenkt to the advaocement of wWoBEER dnd Will Support
Lheir participabicn amd emality, a genecal cbjesrive vhat iz wical ko the
ghared Ranagesent of the afialys of Palestine, ibe Focisiy and icE F2Curivy.
If that copmitment conrinnes in coniubsrion with ohe sttbusisso for ite cause
angt ite economic, eoclal, polibtical abd culedrcal concerns, Talescifpe Wwill
conbihue space with civilizacion.
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FAAT TwWO
II. FINANCTAL AGRD INITITUTIONAL ANRRNGLMENTI

1. Einanmciol arapaemsents

This a¥es of coneert SObBLicutes a4 fpermenent obarasle OO0 T
implesmsntacicn &L wwen'd projects amd programes in the warious Jactars, 8%
the financial resprosg aygilaiple Lo promote Che advabcement of woemen still
cnly coniliiusce ubndar R.5 per cent, and at beer only 1.2 per cent, 0F flhe
funds provided oy dober Srabtes ok all women's accivities,

In 1998, bhe zum ol 33,571,000 wWaes noc weby moch different from tie s
of 53,455,000 provided i 1995, In 1596, 1t 8ccod ar bhe aven lower® fLguee
ol HE, 967,000 and ab SZ.9T0, 000 En 1397,

The allocalioos: eabnaeked in the differenol Eieidy for ministries and
Gowvernment depyetmenTs abe meagre and inedequate.  Towewer, io view of the
interest in wonen's heaicth ag a priority area of corcern of the Heljing
Platform for ACtbElon snd in Lhe significapes of ede2insl amd &Hild heslekll in
building 4 mcund S&eisty for Eobth women and men, thers has bern & marked
increase in Lthe hadger af el Mibistry of llesleh, which adninisters this

important sockoe.

It mbould be noted Ehak, in mosk cases; np sprecific womcn-rolatoed
mdgct it ard Slidcatdd to hiniskricd in the hatioosl Strsbcdy £HT wdtbin,
a factor which adeersely affects the implomeotation of pkl obdechisees ond
pripritigs in the ideatificd aceas of concern.  The rcason is attribotable to
the logk of any fixed financial resources in the bodget of the FPaloskinian
Hational pthority anod the Eailwre of donor Statres to Exlfil thelr fFipangial
copmliments.  The nims allocaked for lgans freom privatc ingCitutioos aee alse
cansplemonsly low.  Tine Ministry of Sociel dffairs has theecforg adopted the
new measuee of sbanding as quatanter for Wwemepn whe boroew from lean
Inatitetions in arder Lo engure Eaab they asquirc fanding Ior bhe
eztabliahmant of small self-ron projects.

In additien. coupled with The fact thak the leans are only smal)}, the
Interast rate on idans Lo women from privatg Instilbgblons iz aof Jdondocivd to
furthering the intearatien of wemen inte Ehe econemic darglopment procass,
which 15 curgpsotly experieticing 8 serlod of stdanotion ond general disdersdy
ciiing te the closure of che West Bank and Goza Scrip and glchal iaflusnces an
tha economy.

2. (a) Imstitutional arrongemonta
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The Palestinian Hational fothorcity bhas corplicd with ioplamegncaticon of
e Bexitng Flatéorm for dotion concerning action for women, which 15 o
fundomgntal aeca of conpeoro. To that cnd, 1L approved the raequisite measures
Lk a Did TH 2GElakand Cod ANSELIEUCEona) AQUandeimnT o0 W3Hidn, a5 ganeral
women'a affaics dopartmonks wooe cstbablished im 12 minisirles and GeereiToeent
officea o form patk of theizr institwtlcnai ahd crganlzatdopnal abruckurs. In
the Mtnlztry of Seclal AEfairs, which & headad by o woman muinkster, a
yeneral Wemen’s affalrs deparcment haid been edtabl Ezhed comprizing chioes
officea to deak with education and awareness-ratalng, wWomen's welfare, abdb
tLaIhLEG cub) SHPSRGEASRE, 35 WTLL &5 Al empladlienl offlde. Depaltéenls hasve
alac baen established in the Hinistries of Planning and International
Coopetal bdh, HadlBi, AjUiaUlCUEs alkd Toblh d0d Spodrfs, bojethelr with a
women's cemltbes dn the Manlstoy of Edocatlon. The Cencral Eurean arf
Skatiztics works bn cooperatlon with these ipatitucicns and cresbed & male
and female ataclstios pregrampe in order ko record gebdsr gracisbics,

Arthongh thege departments are still Beling sstellished aod deseloped ss
insbituricns, They operabe Wwithin the sEruceucal orfdanizetion ofF Ehe
Minigrtry, which Follows wp thelyr activities and coordinates Theiy wark witih
Clhe oifer Alnlabries CIIEGLGI tHe Inverfdikacerlal Soordlbackon Sadinloves,
which includez s Jdirector=-genstal, a department head atnd the holder of the
woren's portfolis.  Cne ol Ehe Conmibces®z paaks iz Eo cosrsdinete the
plafniiky, implementation and [ollowsup of projects: snd programnes celabing to
the advancemsnt of women sand tle achievément of that objeckiwe. Malec and
forale workers in the TField have feceived Treining in geoder planning =xills,
az wril as in project praparstion, follow-up and appraisal from the genders
porspoctive. A fommitfes of ocn-govaeromental organisations ha= al=o beon
fprm:d Eheongh the General Wnicn of Palestine domen in which women's oontees,
organizations and neTable perScpalities play a park.

Followiog =he 1996 Oeifjing Confersnce, the commitee= also cooporabod in
gprising the nationai ='I:rnteg}r:', which contains the gquidelines for national.
ecginnal aod inberneational policies and comitments in connpctipn wikh Ehe

aduranoaucnt of Palestinian wooem.

Tha strategy almse sprcifies the goals and plzos whick it inbonds o
laplocment. The abowe State &nd non-govcrnnental departments arc gqoided bae
tha new coneept of sustairable dewelopamenk with a vicw to the advanoooons of
wiomaan angd The development of haman resoucces in the Ficlds of wemen®™s socigd,

! e anngx II for forthor infogmaticn and sbetlstics concernlnT Lhe

FLacus of Paleatipnlian women.
? &Zee annex I Eor Lhe ¥ekt of the Palestinian national steategy for
WD
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eocaartle, Eelitlcsl and cultural dewvelcpment and ¢hedvy amaalliy wich men,
Lhea imdicating the cleay commpiiment oo the coneapt of SG0EAk gandar.

Women'e ingtltecicns Laid down speecilfic prolest goals bagded an Lhe
Exlaiegy ahd on Falestinlam priordiiss. They also nmianpned proyecie to
aciiiewe both long=- and shorb=term geaks.  LaforTtunately, hovewes, they ave
Tl bousd by e Tided bodget. ©On the concracy, in st cases badgebs 3re non=-
exigtent, which has iwplicabions for the implemsntabfcn of rthe stearegic
projecte,.  Kich & wiew to sech implemeobation, 17 beabches of the Gepneral
Unicn of Palegtine MWoisen hawe been formed throughount tle eolird beseland Wich
4 wieW co che advancenent of Wesen.

Thess ipatitucions are gqoverped By legizlaciwve oots, lans and
megqulab i Sbich epdeavobe o ocgenize= the instiktabipows]l scroctoce.  They
are alen committed oo the comecept af geopder and ba Phe ioplemEdlalion af
resolubions adopted ab international confercopoes En conjunction with SEabe
and mon-governmenbal orgéoi:ations. o the Faza S5treip alooe, the mueoerc of
those institokioos bas incoeased to about 20, which ondoub*odiy highiighbs
the faet that &weroment and <ivil ackivity to ioplement btbhe Beijing Platfarm
for Action has been steEpped up.

Boginning wikih workzhops to raise awangness of the concepk of geoder
and The advancement of women,; these institurieons troain women in inportant
faglds, such ag fhe developoont of adninigbratiwve skills, she ooe of
computers, small projcct nanagencnt, jouraxlism for The pocss and medias
Foilig relations, bochnigal skills ard poliical pasticipabion.

(1-3]

The afarementiconod irtpooministorial Cooodination Ceomeibbos composcd ofF
Lhe relevant niniskyies engages in discussion and acbion bo eopodiogle
sffarts, lpeluding those of Lhe ministries and bedies which follow up
internatianal canfarencas and 2ocidinate thele own a@fforts wikth those of
civil grganizations. Tegether with the lotbes, for g<aople, the Minisgzw «f
Juatioe Gaverbead athentlom £o buman vlabbs and questlons of discelmination, az
well as to the domgstic foilew—up of resqiviions adeoked in that conmociion
a4t loternational and peglaonal conlergnows. A commitbes namber i: alockbed Co
[11leqible) the presidoogy of the confarengg and Lo Jormulate degisions and
vecopmeldarlona, The General Unics of Pzxlesrina Woren alss taras part in Che
mectings of the Unlitad Macicns Devrelopment Fund for Women in 3ew York, which
abnually adeprd a cedolublon oo adabab Paleabinban women under cocupatlan.,
Togqacher with non-goverrmental organdzatlons, 1o also participotes in ali
ibcernscional canberancas .
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In fack, wveriows partics corsulk the S5tate institotiors and nom-
gqovernmcotal arganizations conooracgd with women with a wiew Lo coomararting b
tke follow-up of resolutions adepted by intermationel confeoennoes. Ic is
assential Lo cstablizh & commithoe So Eoliow uwp implemenkbation 2fF Che
recomcndakions adeproed by the confoecnoes concponed, incloding, ipier alia,
the Wneld Summit for Sopia: Deweloowsng held in Copeobagary 1 19%35, the Horld
Sramit for Children and the Unibed Motions Confoocooe .t;m ¥uean Rightas.

=l

Falestinian non-governmcatal organlzaticna play a prominent role in vl

advancement of women by belping o Jdraw wp styadegle:s, wlang and oblecrives
in gomnection with projoces and proaramges relaoking to womet's f=snes andg
coguality.
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MUNBNEL I

HATIGHAL STEATEGY FOR TdE ROVICICEMENT OF WORMEN IN ACCORDRNCE WITH
THFE ERLTI&NG TFIATROREM TOR A0TIAON

Iz the light of che recommendations of the Foubth Wecld Confoomago om
wamen {the (3% Peiding Confarendel, as well 53 ths Flatfolm far hotion and
the otber docwnents issred by che Conlerence, emphuasis was placepd on $he peed
i vl 2Pecific Farmat medhoanlsme and create fha glroscuaese feeddd to dchieva
the goal of cowaliby hetwaen men and women aid advance the statues of
fHledtinian Wilitt in acaeral, faking prioricize and avsiiakle resguwrces into

accoount .

By means of the plang and progracoes OF 4ction implemented by
Mifidteids whed Enwdoiment insiicotione and che azecablishiicnt of women's
affairs deparinents in varicus miviskries and official aganciea, che
Faldgtitidin ®atilonal Authority has Bade s stubrcantisl canteibuiion to
advanging the atatuwsz of wooedn.

Han-governmantal wemen's orgapications and ceotres hava ziso pleayed ao
cf fEcbiwe abd workhwhile NSIC AT AMDIdmEntifa Ba%h The proogeommes oF acklon
and prodects almed ab develaping the skatus of Palestinian women and
festecing thelr raie,

I cenjunction wikh toa—govermmenbal geqonlzotiona, Ehe Soverdmeni
JHESEpakad Efpd padidsal SI.'l'En.I.'-Eg'!r' ETIERETRLTCE ) I PR VT Ko ThLa E:‘._'_L‘E.;_‘Eg? L2
haged oo natlonsd programoes and legislasive aots relatlog te Falazristian
sdlinet SU Cle ofe REnd Sid o ARESLLALEMERL COlVENCEGs b CFealles, 1k
particular the Deslaration and 2larform for Actien of the Fourth Hoeld
Catnfeleids E50 Rare, o che oelay,

This part of the repork will cowrer che achlevemsnte made ab the
AsTlianal ievel cowsed2 accotgnlizhing the objectiwe of emuality DRrussn widetn
and méen in Palestine in the warions spherez and che pain obstacles
encounleErsd in the &ffarr to 1awmlewent the Peliing PiaclFons for Aecidn.

i. THE RATIDHAL STRATESY FOE WOMEN

The pmatioral stoztegy for women fpecifles general objectives and
Fegsires desicgosd €4 AL00mplidn Eiidsds sbiecbidds.  Trhese arc:

1. To ensure pactigipaticn In achiewing the legitimate national clghts of
the Balestinian poople Eo Teturn to thebt homeland, achiews -solf-
deterainetion and gsbablish an independett Palestinian S5tate. with Jerpaalem
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a5 1ts capital:

. To revliew policies, laws, legislarive acts and dpcisions te anpsure that
they do not discriminare ageinst women snd are based on nrincinices of
agquality and aqual apporfunicy hecHeen women aod zon;

e To provide an informarion databese that will assist in definlng seeds
and abafacles, pronmoTing achieverents aml owcocoming obstacies, and ofEer
training in ite uwze:

4. To engura Thot Webhen participate in ooganingd &cenomlc activicy acd
crffer thern support and Ecainingy

5. To provide heslth care for women throushent every ztoage of cheic Lives;

T, T develop and update Palestinian teaching curricule ih che context of
a netional curriculom founded on wniform edocationai Bnd sooisl bases that
Prepayes pupils £or 4 life of dempesacy and equality:

T, o make edusstion compnlsgry and ensure that Desice edutation is
univaredliy acceEdible @ poitary schdel dn every wiilsge or razidentisl
cotminity by the yeac 284000 ;

. To work with the legislative authorities e raize *he age of marriage
Eo 16;
5. To protect children froem wiclence, digcriminetioa eand exploitatbion.

provide their bagsic oecds apd devobs perCleuwlde attention to the stakps of
the child within the familys

10, To procote poblic infematlon in suppoerr of policies and plans geared
towneds the oocds of bobh sexes:
11, Te inplament development policies aimed at alleviating acute powerty

TN WQmE:ny

iz, T incroase bha percencage of women in decisicn-making posltlons:

A To dewzlop the role of the Geperal Thion of Palosting Weomen iakto a
fromowoark for non-governmental organizaticons, given that it represents
Falestinian woman boCh dnside and cutside the homeland, as well as expend its
nragencs apd watabllzn [ts centres in all gorcrnorabas wiCh a wlew o
FpsiTing univeraal accezzibiliiy vo women in willages, LowWna, ooEpe and
GRS FUAR AL 2
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ANWEX LI
EVRIUE OF PRLESTINIAN WOMEN: ERCTS AND FIGURES

Following *he anocoocesent of the Lingl resolce o Che ganersd socwvey
of population, homes and faciliries on X0 Mowvember 1599%;, condocted by the
central Burcan of Skatistics gf the Palestinian H-n'l:.'i.-nnél.l Avthority, thers is
na longsry any difference of opinign owee the siatiskbical estimabes =od
indigateors poncoroing the Falostinian people, whose ciotumstances are cieoscly

nighlightcd by the significant ewidenee prowided in Ehe Facts and figures.

This pazt of the reperk covers the statistigal indicefors of the status

f Fhloakinisn woaen within soficty.
Iopylatiog

The statisbicgd zesults in table 1 dndicade that the fobal pepuiacian
in the weocuplasd boacgltovles stonds at 2,895,993, —onsistlom of 1.4, 50
mabes amd 1,425 177 females (ipcleding iphobhitants of the Jerwsnles anas),
Wokelh oSnAthTibs 43 pdy ol o0 Lie p=dpalldt Lo,

Table 1 illustrating the diatrimution of the popolatlon Doy age. X and
area clearly shows that:

- The chlld popuiabicn aged uwnder 1% amounts to 47 per cent of the
tatal papulations
- Tha 1517 adolascant age groun aacuwnt2 to 10.5 ek cent of Lhe

toral mopulation, Eollowad by the 20-24 age group, Which amouncse
ta %.1 per cenr:

- The IS=64 a¢e {Eoup apaunce bo 49.5 par oenk of the torsl
population and perscis over &5 amounkt ta 3.5 per cent,

+ The dfztriburtion of Pealezxtindian iblabdceaabe By age, Sl ghd acea [of
Lle0fe Who wWers oounCed) incindes e inhabitenrts of The Jerucolad et

+ These papcentages wWill have implicvations for the liwves of the
Palestinkan peoiple, brlh wpale and fenales, nosk of whom ame wnder the
age &F 19,

+ Duks on the muritsl status 9f the Palesbinian population indicake that

Td.T per OERL Are Warried, 386 per cent kawe never bocn marcaied, 1.2
per cenk have pobered inte $he first oonicact of narriage,. ©.07 pec
céent are divorced and 1 per cont are widgend.
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14. Tz ztoengcien Che techanians 2t qowvarnment level Lor advancement of Ll
stabus af Women, 4 well ae thoze rhicl el o improtne aad expand Che
#xigting [okms of coordilabicn among nlpigrries:

5. Tu creaTée a ceniibal mechaniism at nacicnal lewel Lor adwvadcesent o Che
status of womsn. .

The aational ztrategqy for womeno is based on the Followirng key points:

k. The national pragramme of che Palestine Liberation O-ganization, wihich
calls for achievemenl of the objectives of tlee Paléxtiniso people to return
Lo its homcland, mealize ibts right of self-detcmmination and establiish a

Palestinian Stake;

- The Declaraticon of Palestinian Independence issoed by the Palestine
WMational LCouwncil in ARgices im 1989, the provisions of which engompass the
squal rights and dotics of men arnd women;

. The documpont conocrning The rights of Palostinian womcn issucd by the
Ganperal Pndon of Palestios Women and ctheg decoments lssecd by Falestinlon
ngd Arab non-goveromotal arganizations concerming couality bebwesn womoin o
I

1. Internetional convantiens and agreementa adepted by tha General
Aseembiy of Lhe Bnited Ratlon:zs, In perblewlar the Comventlon on the
Elidination of All Fomms of Dlgerinmipatlicn against Wemean, odoptec lo 2475,
the Gatwersal Deaclaration of Buoman Rlghts, adopted in 3938, ond the
Corrention oo Che Riahts of the Child, adopted in 1935,

* The warlians achievements of the matlonal plan will e aek torth here,
cogether wikth the obstocles to 1tz implementabticn.
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o] The oueceall fortility cete ix 5.6 ger L0000 in Che West EBonk, €.7 par
1,004 in the Gaza Strip and £.1 pec 1,000 En the Pxlesrtinian
terrltorien as @ whole.

+ The ralwied populiation apounts bd 4104 peeb ceiat of The orerail
papulatlon, imeleding 6.5 pes 2enk of the veval populabica In The West
Bank, with the gxcerkion of the Jecusalem abes, and 65 e Jent of the
tokal popelation in Ene Gaza Sheip.

r The atatistical results alse indicate that alpos=i Chest-4guarters ol
Falestindan Familigs [(T3.2 por cont] are nucibsyr Camilies snd chac 23
per cent ara extended fawilies. Siogle person familiées aecinl To 3.3
pel cent and composikte familics ape virteelly nob—eXigTeht (0.5 Per
=antl.

Educarion

The ztariecical results shewm in tabklec 2 concerning inkabitants sged 5
yoars apd over <hoe are enceliad in education indigate that:

A The tobel oumber of these anrellsd in edocation anounted to $41, 537
persoge, 53.5 per cent of whom ape mades and 474 per genk Eomales.
The number of those enrolled in edocation in the Wess Bank amounted to
254,516 maleg [(SE.1 pet cenkbp a3 conpared with 237,554 femples (47_B
por cenl). In Ehe Saza Strip, 34% BES persons are coralled in
wducabiod. OF thage, 53,1 per cenT are Males and 46,3 par dent
femmles. Abont 37.7 per cent of che inhabltanis in the West Bank arg
parolled En edocabicn e ofposed Do §1.% per cent who are nekb, In Che
fimia Srrip, 43.1 per ceaf of inbskdtantz ara enrelled in educntion as
nppRsed bo 36 % per ceal Wl oare ekt

- Fhe ducaticoal stalve of che populacicn aged 10 aand abowe Indioatas
hat the number of ilditersre pereone of Doth aeues amounta Lo 13.6 par
ggnt, gr 17,3 individoals. OF Llwee, [il1legible] par <enr,
gonsisting of T2 per oebl Eenoles and 27 per oent males, are in the
¥asf Hank, whorcas in vthe Gera Scrip, the cotel nusber of illiteratsa
peragnd apbunts te 35.8 pex cEny, of Whom [Lilegible; per ceni sle
males angd &7 per cent Fegoales.

+ Tht literacy rate {thkoze who cen read and wrciee) i 16.9 per cent, af
whom 53 por oont are males and 47 per ceof femylées.

+ The nimbhnrs pf those having coapletrsd the e=lemenfary SCAGE fiUnC Lo
Z26.1 poE Jdent, of whem 52 por cent ard maleés aod 48 par cent Exnales.
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- The number &l Clode having combighed The properatosy Stage is F3.5 par
gont, of whom 5F per cenC are males apd <8 per oook Semales.

* Fhe nmmber of bbuee corpletine 1% ¢ moare wears in cdocaticon is 155
per oent, of whom 53 per cemt are males and 45 por cent Femalew.

- The educstional gep betwWeen tales and fewales incoeascs at the sCege of
the Daconlinredte, whish is eosplebed by anly 3.9 por oent of pupils;
T per cont of Wlom ace palesd and 30 per cent females.

+ The gap Lz &wven geearey ot the ziage of hlghocrt odvecatiom, which is
corgrlobed Dy 4 mivdee aumber of geierally oo moepe thhn filleqible] per
ceot, of whom 8% per cent are males and 29 poy ceny fomales. -

- Thesn kaviog completed a dostobrate conatltube Filleoible] per cent af

Fha tokal vumber of igbabBitangs abpwye the age ofF 10, 9f thesc. 93 per
cank of arg males and 7 per cenl fépales,

* Tooge enepllod in Minizery «f Education schoola ameunt £ aboot 42 per
cent, Wikh @ Ewrthee 25 per cent studyimy L THWEA Edidels, 1 par goank
in privats schopls Aand 9 per cenk =nrelled in ourderies,

¢ I all, tnere are 2,400 schopls and nurseries, 76 per cent of which azre
in e Wedk Eank and 24 par oenk in The Faza S5trig. There are 1,17%
Goyertment achoels, 171 private schopols, 78% nurseries and 295 THWRA
sehtald, B3 per cbenk of which aee in the Gazd Brpip ahd 37 per Gcend in
the Hesc Eapk. Tha teveesp is true concerniog Che dietribuetien of bozh
Foeas il aiid HiiVate Sl And Burisvies, ol nliash Elhele af's Lidesd
in che Wegr Eank than in the Gaza 5trip, where Lever Rhhabkibants are
encolled,

- In the Aacademic Year 19AESAT, the fdroo-ous rate wes 3.3 per cent abd
[L1légibel&] pa¥ celt 1 Bl ik Shafae.  In Ele Cenlh fofo, IR Elads
Lo 6.3 par cent, more of whom are fomple than aale.

" b comparisen ol Che educatlcn Elguzes for 1997798 with those Sor
1904 /05 xlovwe a boebleegble clse o ths mmber of scodenks Teowm 6554, 267
Lo 23R, 499, There ate ZB.&93 male Ltepchers and I1,554 Femele teaclers.

+ 7%t thoso same years, Eherse Were 2,400 and 1,.%L0 schopls respeoctively.
The grawkth ie serelbaesbhle bo bhe raba of derelooment in the educaticd
sertor in terms of pupil earclment amd the fall in the drop—out rake,
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bech of which are Jue to the efabiliity treated vundor She FxlesTinisn
Waklcnal Aubhesity and Fhe PaeT Fhat huodepde of famitiaa have rarirosd
Lo enpol thelr chifdren 1o be educaked in the schoois of the Weab Zank
atd FmzZa STrlp. (In orlel webds, the copuinkbion has Lnereased, )

- Io 1397, Che pambey o cplcvrcal ceobtrgs offigially reglatered by Che
Minlztey of Higher Educatfon ales iocroascd to 1389, These centres rvh
edncational coocses in a waricky of sobdects and hawe an esralmenl of
15,97 exudents, 56 par ceht of whon are oales and $4 oer cent Temsdoes.
Geographlically speaking, the distribaticon of sbudents ie €6 per cent in
the Weat Bank and 32 pel Cenk in the Ghza Styrin.

* Thare are 2E,&93 ceschers enployed in cdynation, ©f whom 53 per "cenk
afe Fedals alid 47 per cent maly.  DFf those, B4 JdE c2nt abke employed by
the Goweronment, 1F piérc cent by HWEA, 3 per cont by privaie zchools 2o
3 per cent LY nucrecies.  In addition Lo other admibietvbarocos,
Cechnicians atd smployees, 2,175 pringlpals are emploved on the
aduifiefiative elAlr, &1 Bei’ dmifik Of Hidm Abe Dowd 1&g aid 3F i chifl
buales.

- In 1896797, the totsl number of students in wniversicies aod highee
insbifubes was 07,176, Of whim 57 par Génl were meles and 43 pRr oént
[enolex. Io the intproodiate instlcutes, there werse 4,599 stpdents, of
whum 55 p=r ocpub wers males and 44 e cenl Femeles.

* The nooher of stadenta sprolled in bhe humenities, gdvegation, scisnce
and management was E9.4 pay gent of che toral sumber of malg ond female
uniwersiby stadents, There ake noW L, %63 individoals eopleved in
university lectoring, 2% per cent ol whoe are pales and 12 per cont
females.  Clgacly, therefore, there iz an eoormowvs discrevancy batyesin
the numbers of malgs and females ewployved in woiversity leobeying.
There is alsq g simtlarly eongplewons discrepancy in gcomoacilon wWwith
intermediate dollage teachers, of Whow Elece azg 352, M4 per cent of
them makes and 34 pexr cenkb of them females.

Eoplosment

* Ftatlstical data lndlcace thac Palestine's hmon workforce, namely ite
inhahitants aged 30 and owveyr, amounte=d ko a total of 1, 856,194, or £6.3
pex oent of the totsl popalatvion. The nooher of eoopemically astive
inhabdtants, whether employved or onemplowed, ampupted to 601, 092,
reprefenting 35.% per cent of ehe total homan workforoce. OF chese,

INT &350 are unemploved, represehting 37.9 pey cenb of the scohomically
acktive popnlatiab.
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The mumber of woren in exmployment skands at 51,509, oepresanting 10.4
per oot nf the torlal mmber in epployment of £59, 67,

The eooncmigally inagzive onpulation, namely stedents, those enqaged ik
fylli-time domeskds agbivifics, Ingapacd Eated nersges and Those whe have
ne dasire te weork, amouncs bo LoGR5, 219 Andivideais, reprezenting
tillaglible)] par gant of Lha fobal Worskloroa, '

women's employment 5 confined be a limlted nunker of eccomic
actlvlicies comparad o those in whlch maies ave ongaged. The services
segbor guploys the highast mubers ol women, accounting for [11legible]
Iar vent =f euploed woren 1o Ehe Weakb Sank and 5.7 per cenl in the
Gaidk FLTip. -

In tha Weab Bank, the agricultoral zector accownts Ler 328 per cenk of
Capales (40 pal cenk of the boral nuribweres of warkars] as compared wich
1.3 per <cank of mabed. Th Ehe Gaza Srrip, 6.6 per cent of muies and
2.1 Pk bt O Whmén &0d bmployed fu bgficellube {16 pir cont of the
total aumber of wWorkers).

The propcPLicn of woren workers in Che induastrial sector is limited.
with 1hé gréarksr npunber &aployed iv osaulictuciny 15 thé Lune of 72
per cent ip the clothing ipduslcy. Rooen who work in Isra=l, where
they e [ormeily cpployed in seasonal agricoiture, gonstitnies 3 per
gl of iks total workers.

In the informal feckor, women constituwer G623 per cent of the Loetal
workers i the GFazra Strip and 535.5 pér cont of Ehe Tokbal werigrs Ln Bhe
Fesl Bank.  Edamrples pf the activitie= involwed are bnaying aod sellien
[particolarly in the Gaza Steipd: household preduciion, ciokbhas
wiaving, hairdressing and subcontracted picoewerk for The clothing
industey.

Thr: cvzrall cxbteont of poverhy among the heuseholds of the West Bank and
Faza Strip amounts to 2T por conb, oonsbituting 22 ner conkt of tha
tatal houschglds io the wWoesh Eank and 16 oex cepk of the total
Aapschglds i Lhe faza Srrip.  The exient of opwverty awmobg fems)e-
headed hopschalds angunts o approsimataly 30 per cenk and ameng male=
tengled hooscholds to appeaximageiy 32 pey cent.

In Falgskbinian sonigty, female-haadad households comsrlinta abouk 7 per
gent of bhie Lobal nonbér of hbuséhilbe. Hest 4 bhe womén fa quéktion
ape widows, whlch Ls trve In the case of 74 per cent of the tokal
winpes of Temale-hiaded ovzenolis. The fombe: of wooen reced?ing



45—

nssasbanca 1s G2.Z per cenr of the cotel number of hooseholds reociving
pazigtance 1p the Wepr Rank and Gats Strip.

BeaETT

. Tne starigtical indicators sheW chat ke nealth sesvice in Paleatine Lis
accegdilnle ta the Lone of 53 gel- cink dn soac residential romERita e s,
17.3 ger CeRL in obbhers and 31 per oent in UNWER clindos.

* Ul wthers Wich newborn babics who reccived azte—mnotal care, 92.9 ner
cent alaoe recsive poxl-patal care.

* WG per cenkt of Dabiexs sre boeastfod and 7.5 per oot are weaned” befare
e firer chbwee montbs, while e oumbecrs eeegiwlng suondepentakyr miix
amesit Co A0 per cent in Bhe West Eank and [(Blleglble)] par cenc 1n the
Bara Slrip.

* Dreastfeediog s continogd in the case of 5%.% per cent of babies aged
T ko i3I sonkhs, 37 peor cont of whem are n the Wesk Eank and 60 per
cent ia bhe Gaza Strip.

* In rogaed to fazily plannirng, 949 pac cant OF Dacried Wolten Are fware of
contracepticon methads, which are osed by BR.T poar cenkt ol women, Fi.1
par oot Qf whem are in the Wegt Bank and 23.5 per cent in the Gaza
gtrip. Maodern methods are used by B2V per cent of the Tolal mmber of
wompn wsing conbracepcive methods. of Cheee, S5T.E per cert are in The
wosk Eank and 42 o gent in the Gaza Strin. Scatracepricon is now osed
Ly 45 peor cent of tha febal puber of married womesn, 5.5 per cent of
witem ave: in Bhe West Rank anpd [L1legibie] in the Gara Strip.  Used by
21,5 per oegnkb of weman, the cel:i 1z the moar conmon form of
fontrageobion. §F These womeh, 24 per cent are in The Wesk Sank and 18
rer cant In the Gaza 3crip.

* Qf children aged 12 o 23 acmcns, %57 per cenk cecoive spooifip
raolnas aqainst pelicmeelltiz, 96,4 per cant ceceive the tripic
racglne [againgt diphtheria, chicken poy and r=tanwes=s)] and 94 & per cent
regalia waocines agaluet s, meaegles snd German noeasles.
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FAELT 1: DISTEIBUYION OF THE HhLESTIHIAN INHARITANTS COUNTED BY AGE, SEX AMD
ARTA (INCLUDING TIE THHANITAMNIS OF JRRPSALEH)

[ME: PEloass inssrt the figumes skarting on bBhe cight-hand side oF the padge
and randing laftwarda— i,4,, Eirst column in tha English geat will skack with
the numbor 3€8 534 and end vith the amber 814 344, final colusn will start
with 470 and end with 100.0]

(Colwon bandingg acocar tha bop of tha tablal

Holez Feaales Doth Percoentage Maleg Females Tath Males; temalea  Beth Purcentage
Er= i ol - ZOMES == Y

FloLumn hasdings down the sida of the tabda]

0-14
15—
B53
imstated
Total

aouree: Lentral Buoreay of Starisrics, 19GE
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TAELL 21 EZHRROLMCHT IN ECOCATICN FROM THE AGE ©F FIVE UPHARLSG BY S5EX AHD Aoty

[H.B.: Pleasa fill in the colimns again reading io reverge from right to leftr 5.4., the
Firnt figure irn the Firct column in tha English bext will Ly 288 218 and the oot Eigare
will ba 444 i, and tha last colmmn will begin and qod with tha figuers 100]

-

[Colymn hadings ageoms the top of the babda]

Males encolled
Mapley nmot dnrallsad
Unstated

Tota®

Females encolled
Femaies nab gnralied
Gngtased

T™atal

*hmhers enrolled
Prrocntags
Unstaied
PaTonntage

Takal

PeTonntage

Tatal

FeToanTadqe

{Celun hendindgs down b aide of tha tablal

Wit Fonk

Gaza Sivip

Crarall tatal
im the
Folestinlan
TEiF B L

Sourger Euread af Cencral Sktetisties, 1%54



