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Expert Group Meeting  
Enabling rural women's economic empowerment: institutions, opportunities and participation 

Accra, Ghana, 20 - 23 September 2011 
 

 
Experts and resource persons: 

Name Affiliation 
Ms. Grace Bediako  Government Statistician, Ghana Statistical Service, Ghana 
Ms. Patricia Biermayr-Jenzano Visiting Scholar, Georgetown University, USA  
Mr. Gilles Cliche Principal Researcher, Latin American Center for Rural Development, Santiago, Chile 
Ms. Mildred Crawford President, Jamaica Network of Rural Women Producers,  

Kingston, Jamaica 
Ms. Myrna Cunningham Kain Chair, United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues; Nicaragua 
Ms. Cathy Rozel Farnworth Gender and Social Development Consultant, Pandia Consulting, UK 
Ms. Prema Gopalan Swayam Shikshan Prayog, Mumbai, India 
Ms. Carmen Griffiths Coordinator, GROOTS, Jamaica  
Ms. Alice Kachere Past Chairperson of the Board,  National Smallholder Farmers’ Association of Malawi  

Representative, World Farmers Organisation 
Ms. Mirlinda Kusari-Purrini Founder and Executive Director, Women’s Business Association of Kosovo 
Ms. Malika Martini Social Scientist and Project Manager, International Center for Agricultural Research in the 

Dry Areas, Syria  
Ms. Margaret Odyek Board Member, Uganda National Farmers Federation, Uganda 

Representative, World Farmers Organisation 
Ms. Christine Okali International Consultant, University of Sussex, UK  
Ms. Rosemary N. Okoh Professor, Delta State University, Nigeria  
Mr. Francis Onyekachi Nwankwo Member, Scientific Committee, Economic Community of West Africa States, Abuja, Nigeria 



Ms. Winrose Nyaguthi Mwangi Grassroots women’s organizer, Kenya 
Ms. Esther Penunia Secretary General, Asian Farmers' Association for Sustainable Rural Development, 

Philippines 
Ms. Nitya Rao Senior Lecturer, University of East Anglia, UK 
Ms. Eva Rathgeber Adjunct Professor, Institute of Women’s Studies, University of Ottawa, Canada 
Ms. Hannah Sia Senesie Gender and Youth Officer, National Federation of Farmers of Sierra Leone   
Mr. Getaneh Gobezie Workineh Senior Rural Finance Specialist, ACDI/VOCA, Ethiopia 
Ms. Zou Xiaoqiao Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women; China 
 
 
Observers: 

Name Affiliation 
Ms. Akosua Adomako Amporful  Professor, Institute of African Studies, Accra, Ghana  
Ms. Victoria Anaiku  Assistant Director of Women in Agricultural Development, Ministry of Agriculture, Ghana 

Ms. Dorcas Coker-Appiah Executive Director, Gender Studies and Human Rights Documentation Centre, Accra, Ghana 
Ms. Adwoa Kwateng- Kluvitse 
 

Country Director, ActionAid, Ghana 

Ms. Annina Lubbock Member, Women Organizing Change in Agriculture and Natural Resource Management 
(WOCAN)  

Ms. Maria Clara Mauricio Directorate for Policies of Rural Women, Brazil  
Ms. Esther Owusu  General Secretary for the YWCA of Ghana 
Ms. Adwoa Sakyi 
 

Regional Women's Coordinator of Africa, International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, 
Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and Allied Workers' Associations (IUF)  

Ms. Soon-Young Yoon Chair, NGO Committee on the Status of Women, New York; Permanent Representative, 
International Alliance of Women  

 
Consultant: 

Name Affiliation 
Ms. Catherine Hill  Catherine Hill Consulting, Canada  



 
 
UN system: 

Organization  Name  Title / Office  
Ms. Afua Ansre  National Programme Coordinator, UN-Women Ghana 
Ms. Christabel Dadzie Event Coordinator, UN-Women Ghana 
Ms. Yassine Fall  Policy Advisor and Cluster Leader, Economic Empowerment 

Cluster  
Ms. Anna Falth  Economic Specialist, Economic Empowerment Cluster  
Ms. Sylvia Hordosch Policy Adviser, Leadership and Governance Cluster  

United Nations Entity 
for Gender Equality 

and the 
Empowerment of 

Women  
(UN Women) 

Ms. Saraswathi Menon Director, Policy Division  
 

Ms. Melina Archer Information Officer, Gender, Equity and Rural Employment 
Division 

Ms. Eve Crowley Deputy Director, Gender, Equity and Rural Employment Division 
Ms. Hajnalka Petrics Gender and Development Officer, Gender, Equity and Rural 

Employment Division 
Mr. Libor Stloukal Population Policy Officer, Gender, Equity and Rural Employment 

Division 
Ms. Diana Tempelman  Senior Gender Officer, Regional Office for Africa  

 
Food and Agriculture 

Organization  
(FAO) 

Ms. Marcela Villarreal Director, Gender, Equity and Rural Employment Division 
 

Ms. Amina Alhassan Bin Salih  Gender Specialist, Northern Rural Growth Programme, Ghana   
Mr. Ulac Demirag  Country Programme Officer, IFAD Ghana  
Ms. Maria Hartl  Technical Advisor for Gender and Social Equity, Policy and 

Technical Advisory Division, Programme Management Department, 
IFAD 

Ms. Marina Kusi  Head, Business Advisory Centres, Rural Enterprises Project  

 
International Fund 

for Agricultural 
Development  

(IFAD) 

Ms. Elizabeth Nguah  Business Development and Marketing Officer, Rural Enterprises 
Project 



 
Mr. Abdoulaye Balde Country Director, WFP Rwanda 
Ms. Emma Anaman Senior Programme Assistant / Gender Advocate,  WFP Ghana  
Ms. Kaniz Khan (TBC) Deputy Country Director, WFP Ghana 
Mr. Ismail Omer (TBC) Country Director, WFP Ghana 

 
World Food 
Programme  

(WFP)  
Ms. Ngassam Tchapchet Programme Officer, Women, Children and Gender Service, WFP 

Rome 
 
International Labour 

Organization  
(ILO) 

Ms. Mwila Chigaga Senior Gender Specialist, Regional Office, Addis Ababa 

 


