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High-level UN Meeting to Reaffirm Commitments to Women’s Rights
Violence against women, lack of economic opportunities 
and human rights violations remain key challenges

(New York, 25 February 2005) Governments are expected to reaffirm their commitment to gender equality and the
advancement of women at a follow-up meeting to the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing in 1995, to
be held at United Nations Headquarters next week. Government ministers and other high level representatives
from more than a hundred countries, together with thousands of non-governmental representatives, will be attend-
ing the Ten-Year Review and Appraisal from 28 February to 11 March 2005 as part of the 49th session of the
Commission on the Status of Women. 

A launching point for discussion will be a comprehensive report of the Secretary-General assessing progress towards
meeting the commitments made in Beijing and at a five-year review held as a special session of the General

Assembly in 2000.  The report is drawn from a survey in which 135 countries submitted informa-
tion on what they have accomplished in promoting gender equality and the challenges they still
face in following through on the commitments outlined in the Beijing Platform for Action.

“The review provides an opportunity to confront the major obstacles that are preventing women
from advancing in the economic, political, and social spheres. It is time to recommit to the promises
made to women ten years ago in Beijing and make gender equality a reality,” said Rachel Mayanja,

Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues and the Advancement of Women.

In terms of progress, the report finds that new legislation and legal reforms have been intro-
duced in many countries to reduce discrimination and violence against women and improve
their economic and social status. The entry into force in December 2000 of the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women

(CEDAW) is highlighted as a major step forward for the promotion and protection of
women’s rights. The report urges more attention to women’s property, inheritance

and land rights as well as access to economic resources, including microfinance.

Governments have established a variety of institutional mechanisms to
advance gender equality; however, financial and technical constraints as well

as a lack of data often hamper the efforts of these bodies. In all regions,
improvements have been registered in education, poverty reduction,
women’s health and the participation and representation of women in
public life. Greater efforts are, however, needed to increase women’s
involvement in decision-making. 

Beijing at ten
achieving gender equality, development and peace

        



“Progress has been achieved in some areas, notably in girls’ education and women’s legal rights. But there are many
negative indicators that need urgent attention, such as continued violence against women, lack of economic oppor-
tunities and unequal representation in decision-making. Results have been uneven across countries and regions,
and it is clear that we need to redouble efforts,” said Carolyn Hannan, Director of the Division for the
Advancement of Women in the Department for Economic and Social Affairs.

Worldwide economic trends, such as globalization, trade liberalization, migration and privatization as well as the
wider diffusion of information and communications technology have had impacts on women, both positive and
negative. On the positive side, increased access to information and communications technology has increased
women’s networking and economic opportunites. On the negative side, in some contexts they have increased
poverty, particularly in rural areas where the shift from food production to cash crop production has affected the
lives of women farmers, and put household food security at risk.

Of equal concern is the global trend away from full-time employment and the rise of flexible and casual forms of
employment such as outsourcing, contract and part-time labour and work at home. In many countries, women are
increasingly found in low-paying, irregular jobs with poor working conditions and without social benefits, con-
tributing to increasing rates of poverty among women.

The report covers twelve critical areas, including women and poverty, education, health, violence against women,
armed conflict, economic opportunity, decision-making, human rights, media, environment, the girl child and the
mechanisms established by governments to promote gender equality. Other issues covered by the report include
trafficking in women and girls, HIV/AIDS, indigenous women, information and communications technology, the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the role of men and boys.

The two-week session will consist of a high-level plenary meeting, open to all UN Member States and Observers,
followed by a roundtable dialogue among high-level representatives from Governments. A series of seven interactive
panels will examine policy issues in more detail, including on the challenges to effective implementation of CEDAW
and the Beijing Platform for Action, linking the Platform for Action and the Millennium Development Goals, the gen-
der dimensions of macro-economics, and how young women and men perceive gender roles and gender equality.

In addition, a variety of parallel panels and workshops will be organized by Member States, UN bodies and non-
governmental organizations to raise awareness about key factors that continue to thwart progress in implementing
the Beijing Platform for Action.

The outcome of the Ten-Year Review and Appraisal will make an important contribution to the UN General
Assembly’s high-level Millennium review in September 2005.

For further information on the Ten-YearReview and Appraisal, including accreditation details for media wishing
to attend, please visit: www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/Review

The full report of the Secretary General is available at: www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw49/documents.html
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