
Statement by Osman Pepe 
Minister of Environment and Forestry 

Republic of Turkey 
 
 

United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP12/MOP2) 
6-17 November 2006 

Nairobi, Kenya 
 
 
Distinguished President, 
 
Honourable Ministers, Excellencies, 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to extend my sincere gratitude to the 
Government and people of Kenya for hosting this conference.  
 
Turkey fully supports the global effort under the UNFCCC towards the 
implementation of measures and policies to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and 
adapt to the impacts of climate change. Turkey strives to continue its economic 
development following the principles of sustainability.  We are committed to combat 
climate change under the principles of equity, common but differentiated 
responsibilities and respective capabilities.  
 
Turkey has been preparing its first National Communication to the UNFCCC under 
the coordination of the Ministry of Environment and Forestry, with the support of 
UNDP and the Global Environment Facility (GEF), and in cooperation with related 
Ministries, institutions, NGOs and sectors. We wish to submit the Communication in 
the very near future. 
 
According to the greenhouse gas emissions inventory of Turkey covering the period 
of 1990-2004 submitted early this year, our per capita carbon dioxide emissions were 
3.3 tons in 2003. This figure is below the global average of 4 tons and the OECD 
average of 11.1 tons per capita.  
 
Turkey neighbours 6 Asian and 2 European countries and has a coastal line that 
extends beyond 8000 kilometers. Recent research shows that the cost of adaptation 
to sea level rise in Turkey will account to 6% of our GDP. Moreover, Turkey will be 
affected severely by the impacts of climate change as it is located in the eastern 
Mediterranean region. As a developing country lying on low sea level corridors, 
Turkey is ready to play a focal role on a regional scale for adapting to climate 
change. 
 
Turkey faces the challenge of meeting the rapid increase in its energy demand. While 
we have been working on increasing our energy supply, we have also been taking 
measures and passing laws in the energy sector particularly for energy efficiency, 
energy conservation and renewables. Turkey has managed to produce 12.3% of its 
energy from renewables in 2004.  



 
Turkey is actively pursuing work in other sectors as well. Currently our forests offset 
20% of total emissions and we are focusing on policies to increase their share of our 
land area.  
 
We have passed a new environment law that introduces stricter measures to control 
emissions in the energy and industry sectors. This law brings new dimensions for 
solid waste and air quality management.  
 
It is important for us to increase our collaboration with other Parties and to work with 
international institutions, especially in utilization of international funds like GEF, in 
order to address climate change. 
 
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Secretariat for its valuable work 
and all Parties that are providing constructive contributions to this Process. I hope 
that the Conference will produce substantial and effective results towards the 
elimination of the threat against our common and unique climate system. 
 
Thank you Mr. President. 


