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PAKISTAN EARTHQUAKE SURVIVORS GET READY FOR WINTER 
 
 
          VIDEO   AUDIO 
 
 

 FOOD ARRIVES 

NARRATION 

More food rations arrive in Balakot, northern  

Pakistan. Airlift is the only reliable way to move 

supplies here quickly, after the October 

earthquake, the worst in Pakistan’s history, 

destroyed roads throughout this region.  And now 

winter is here.  (18) 

 
AERIALS/DESTRUCTION 

BALAKOT 

 

 DIGGING FOR BODIES 

Plunging temperatures and sheer desperation are 

driving the remaining survivors out of devastated 

towns and villages scattered in the mountains.  

Providing shelter is the top priority for the United 

Nations refugee agency, UNHCR, says 

emergency field officer, Bashir Ahmad  (19) 

 

 

BASHIR AHMAD, UNHCR, ON-

CAMERA 

AHMAD: 

“UNHCR has been assigned a specific role and 

that is camp management. And we are doing that 

together with the Pakistani military.”  (11) 
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RISHM JAN, SURVIVOR, ON-

CAMERA  

NARRATION 

The Bassia Camp near Balakot is one of 12 

camps where UNHCR is coordinating relief 

efforts, distributing emergency aid, and bringing 

in NGO partners to provide essential needs like 

water, sanitation, and health care.  Earthquake 

survivors like 70-year old Rishm Jan need it all  

(20) 

 

JAN:  (In Urdu) 

“There is nothing left in my village. Nothing to 

survive. The only place I can get assistance is in 

this camp.”  (11) 

 

NARRATION

  

 

 

 

 

MUHAMMAD GETS AID 

Rishm lost two daughters, a sister, and a nephew 

when the earthquake struck. Rishm herself was 

injured in her back and legs, and brought here by 

helicopter.  (10) 

 

Muhammad Abshad was more fortunate. He was 

able to rescue his wife and their three children 

from the ruins of their home. Now he struggles 

with the rigors of camp life:  (11) 

 

 

MUHAMMAD ABSHAD, 

SURVIVOR, ON-CAMERA 

ABSHAD:  (In Urdu) 

“The comforts we had at our home are gone. But 

we need to go on living. What I look forward to 

now is being able to provide safety and security 

for my family.”  (16) 
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PEOPLE WALKING AMID 

DESTRUCTION/BALAKOT 

DESTRUCTION 

NARRATION 

One hundred and fifty thousand people are 

expected to come to the temporary camps. Fifty 

to 100 more families arrive each day. The next 

few weeks are crucial as winter comes.  (13) 

 

Aid workers like Ahmad realize the region will 

need support long after winter’s end  (6) 

 

 

BASHIR AHMAD, UNHCR, ON-

CAMERA  

AHMAD: 

“The relief work, this is going on for a few weeks. 

But to rehabilitate these people is going to take 

years and years. So my request to the 

international community should be that they 

should stay here for a longer time and their 

assistance should continue for a long period of 

time.”   (18) 

 

UN LOGO This report was prepared by the United Nations.  
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