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 U.N. IN ACTION  

 
Week of 6 February 2006 
Programme No. 995 
Duration: 3’40” 
 

PAKISTAN EARTHQUAKE SURVIVORS  
GET MEDICAL HELP 

 
 

          VIDEO   AUDIO 
 
 

DESTROYED HOSPITAL/GARHI 

HABIBULLAH 

NARRATION 

The October earthquake in northern Pakistan that 

caused thousands of deaths and injuries also 

collapsed the public health infrastructure.  Most of 

the region’s hospitals and clinics were reduced to 

rubble.  At this hospital in Garhi Habibullah, 

dozens of doctors, nurses and patients were killed. 

 (18) 

  

PEOPLE/DESTROYED 

HOSPITAL 

 

 

 

 

 

ANJUM ON-CAMERA 

The urgent challenge is how to restore the 

healthcare system and deliver medical services to 

the region’s population.  Many of the earthquake’s 

survivors were traumatized by the experience says 

UN Population Fund’s Dr. Naheed Anjum.  (15) 

 

ANJUM:   

“Most of the problems are due to, number one, 

anxiety.”  (4) 
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PEOPLE/DESTROYED HOSPITAL

 

 

 

ASMA ON-CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

DAMAGED HOSPITAL 

 

 

 

 

 

THANVEER ON-CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TENTS/PATIENTS BEING 

TREATED 

 

 

 

WHO STAFF MEETING 

 

 

 

NARRATION 

Thirty-five year old Bibi Asma concurs with that 

diagnosis.  (3.5) 

 

ASMA:  (In Urdu) 

“Since the earthquake I became scared of 

everything.  And now the doctor told me that I have 

a urinary infection.”   (7.5) 

 

NARRATION 

At the Mansehra District Hospital, cracks inside the 

operating rooms and hospital corridors, reveal a 

structure beyond repair.  Gynaecologist, Dr. Sania 

Thanveer …  (10.5) 

 

THANVEER:  

 “It was declared dangerous and our whole set up 

collapsed.  We had to give care to our patients 

outside in the open air.  We managed them in the 

open air.”   (9) 

 

 

NARRATION 

Now hundreds of patients are being treated in 

tents set up on hospital grounds.  The United 

Nations Population Fund, UNFPA, supplied 100 

tents as an emergency measure until a temporary 

hospital is built on another site.  (14) 

World Health Organization doctors are involved in 

massive vaccination campaigns and in getting 

water and sanitation to the survivors.  Organizing 

the many relief efforts for maximum efficiency is  
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POPAL ON-CAMERA 

 

 

 

an intricate business, says Musaffarabad’s Field 

Operation Coordinator, Dr. Ghulam Popal.  (18.5) 

 

 POPAL:  (ENGLISH) 

“The most important area that we are dealing with 

is the coordination of relief activities of all partners 

including NGO’s, UN Agencies, together with the 

government.”   (9.5) 

 

 

 

NARRATION 

Muzaffarabad’s Abbas Hospital, part of the local 

medical school, is one of the few structures still 

standing designed originally as a 260-bed facility. 

Abbas Hospital is now filled beyond capacity.  

Hundreds of patients are being treated here.  

Every bit of empty space is in use.   (21) 

 

Sajid Gill, a Pakistani living in Ireland, came as 

soon as he could to help his countryman in their 

hour of need.  He joined the Pakistan Medical 

Association as a volunteer.  He’s been working 

non-stop since he arrived.   (14) 

 

 GILL :   

GILL ON-CAMERA 

 

‘’We have established a hospital on the university 

ground with the help of the Pakistani Medical 

Association.  We have got some 40 doctors with me 

and we are helping people, we are treating them, we 

are operating on them. ‘’  (13) 

 

 

 



 - 4 - 
 
 
 
 NARRATION

HOSPITAL/PATIENTS 

 

No disease outbreaks have been reported so far, 

but the risk of an epidemic is very high.  And while 

the number of earthquake-related referrals has 

been decreasing, other illnesses caused by cold 

weather and the lack of basic services are, 

unfortunately, on the rise. (18) 

  

UN LOGO This report was prepared by Chaim Litewski for the 

United Nations.  (3) 

  
 


