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It all started in 1947 when Argentina proposed to the General Assembly that the United
Nations should issue its own postage stamps. Four years later, on 24 October 1951, the

first UN stamps were issued. (17)
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Within days, every stamp was sold out. (4)
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By the 1970’s the United Nations Postal Administration, UNPA, was issuing stamps
based on currencies of the United States, Switzerland and Austria. (11)
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“UN stamps are very valuable to collectors because every time we issue stamps we
issues stamps in three currencies at the same time. There is no other postal

administration in the world that can do that, so for collectors this means something to



them and jt’s valuable to them.
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UN stamps can only be bought and mailed from its three main Headquarters...
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New York...
Geneva...
and Vienna. (8)
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Behind some of these beautiful works of art are two remarkable designers who take

pride in creating these masterpieces... (8)
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“As artists we have to figure out how to make some of these very difficult subjects into

artwork that is beautiful and collectable.” (9)

FERZERR |, BOBIREIL X L 32 A7 5y £ 3
BILABEHFBEERWRNMENZ AR A

ERFR-BHLAS: (In English) M

“It’s also nice to be able to use art to bring awareness to a lot of things that might be
difficult to talk about.” (7)
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Over the years, UNPA has issued thousands of stamps covering major themes and

issues such as human rights...the environment, and endangered species... (10)
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“...the endangered species... Those stamps are so beautiful, the colors, the animals,

the variety, those | really like.” (8)
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And there’s more...Stamp collectors can choose from the climate change series...and

these special commemorative series... (10)
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To increase sales and to encourage stamp collectors to add these gems to their
personal albums, UNPA holds international exhibitions regularly. (12)
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A recent exhibit in New York piqued the



interest of avid collectors. (4)
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“Stamp collecting is my favorite hobby, it enriches my life. // Through miniature art, it’s a
way to see the world.” (9)
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UNPA will celebrate its 65" anniversary later this year — an opportune moment to share
its award-winning designs with people around the world who may not know that the

United Nations prints and sells its own stamps. (15)
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This report was produced by Mary Ferreira for the United Nations. (4.5)
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