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AFGHANISTAN:  ENDING CHILD MARRIAGE
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NARRATION

Steeped in centuries-old tradition // Afghanistan 

has a widespread practice of child marriage. // 

Almost one fifth of girls here are married before 

the age of 15. (14)

Some say it’s impossible to end this age-old 

custom // but in Herat Province, a rural village is 

ready to prove them wrong. (11)

Farzana was just 10 years old when she got 

engaged. A wealthy 50-year old farmer already 

married with six children gave her father more 

than 9,000 US dollars for her hand in marriage. 

(14)

Farzana says she was devastated. (2)

FARZANA: (In Dari)    F
"I was crying and telling my parents that I don't 

want to go through with this." (4)

NARRATION

Even her little brother, Yahya was shocked. 

UN IN ACTION
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YAHYA:  (In Dari)      M

"I would have missed my sister a lot, she 

provides a lot of support for my family. And the 

groom was too old." (5.5)

NARRATION

Farzana says she pleaded with her father.  But 

earning less than thirty US dollars a month as a 

day laborer, the money offered was too much 

for her father to refuse. (10)

GHULAM:  (In Dari)    M

"The problem was that we didn’t have anything.  

We were poor, hungry, forgotten. These were 

the issues.” (5)

 

Child marriage violates human rights and 

compromises the development of girls.  It’s a 

harmful practice that must be stopped, says 

UNICEF’s Chief Child Protection Officer, 

Micaela Pasini. (12) 

  

PASINI:  (In English)   F

“If violence against children remains 

widespread    and socially accepted, most 

children won’t complain about it, most adults 

won’t report it…so we work with communities to  

help them to understand and identify how to 

better protect their children from violence.” (21)

NARRATION

Supported by UNICEF, a community Child 
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Protection Group has enlisted the support of a 

local religious leader, Imam Mohammad 

Yusufzai, to end child marriage. (10)

Together, they went to visit Farzana’s father 

and the groom to convince them to cancel the 

wedding. (6)

Many families who agree to early marriage are 

not aware of Islamic principles and human 

rights he says. (9)

YUSUFZAI: (In Dari)    M

"With respect, what has been said about Islam 

has been misunderstandings. Even if a boy and  

girl are engaged, they cannot be intimate or live  

together. Islam does not permit such marriages 

until the bride and groom are verifiably mature.”  

(12) 

NARRATION

Three months after the community intervened, 

Farzana’s father finally agreed. (6)

Farzana was saved just ten days before the 

scheduled wedding.   She is now 12 years old, 

a school girl, enjoying free time with other 

children her own age. (11)

This report was produced by Rajat Madhok for 

the United Nations. (4.5)
   


