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SENEGAL: A NEW WAY OF COOKING, A NEW WAY OF LIFE

          VIDEO AUDIO
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NARRATION

In a way Senegal's energy transformation 

starts here// with Maimouna Diene preparing a 

family meal at her home on the outskirts of the 

capital, Dakar. (13.8”)

 
She has a new cook stove that cuts her 

consumption of charcoal in half.// That saves 

her an average of 50 cents per meal – which 

means she has more money to feed her nine 

children. (12.9 “)

DIENE: (In Walof)     F

"What I save on charcoal lets me buy more 

rice and pay for other expenses besides food." 

(8.5”)

NARRATION

Maimouna’s stove is made and sold locally at 

reduced cost. //Available through a 

government energy project financed in part by 

the World Bank, they are part of a wider effort 

to change how Senegal produces and 

consumes energy.  (16”)
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Buying and selling the stoves are providing 

opportunities for women entrepreneurs. // As 

consumers like Maimouna use less charcoal 

and save money,// far from Dakar, //rural 

producers are making more money while 

protecting the environment. (20”)

The landscape around Senegal’s 

Tambacounda region was once stripped of 

trees that were burned for charcoal. (6”)

But now, villagers, many of them women, are 

learning to produce charcoal as a sustainable 

resource.  (7”)

For instance, cashew seedlings will grow 

quickly into trees.  Dead branches can be 

transformed into charcoal, and the nuts will 

provide additional income.  (10”)

Marietou Ndiaya, a mother of seven, once sold 

firewood as fuel. But now she burns dead 

branches into charcoal. (9”)

City dwellers pay more for her charcoal than 

they did for firewood.  (4”)

NDIAYA:  (In Walof)    F
"When I sell a truck of charcoal, I can make 

twice the amount of money I got from selling 

wood. So I stopped selling wood.” (8”)
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With the money earned from recent charcoal 

sales, Marietou bought freezers and now 

makes extra money for her family by selling 

frozen treats.  (9.5”)

The energy project, along with the rural 

electrification programme, is transforming lives 

of some 250,000 Senegalese. (10”)

Villages like Marietou’s are being connected to 

the national grid allowing women and their 

families' greater access to a number of 

services and to a wider world. (12”)

Elsewhere in Africa, in Mali,// Benin, 

//Tanzania// and Kenya //– similar energy 

projects are being undertaken. (9”)

So from a new cook stove, to improved 

charcoal production// to better livelihoods, 

//Senegal is transforming its economy,// its 

landscape,// and the lives of its people //– 

especially women// – the major consumers of 

energy, //determined to lift heir families out of 

poverty. (20”)

   

This report was produced by James Martone 
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