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NARRATION: 

Colombia //...Business has been booming, but 

until recently, people like Darwin Aguilar have 

not been benefitting. (8) 

DARWIN AGUILAR: (In Spanish)  M 

“I haven’t been able to find work for 18 months. 

Raising a family isn’t easy with no money. But 

this opportunity and this programme helped me 

change my life.” (12) 

NARRATION:  

After years of internal conflict, this nation has 

experienced unprecedented economic growth.  

Bruno Moro heads UNDP here.  (9.5) 

BRUNO MORO: (In Spanish)   M 

 “In the last six to seven years, Colombia’s rate 

of development has been one of the highest in 

the region and the world, five and six percent.” 

(9) 

NARRATION: 

Combatting inequality and poverty is a priority 
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for the government, keen to create income 

opportunities for its marginalized populations. 

(11) 

UNDP, with support of the Korea MDG Trust 

Fund has improved access to micro-credit and 

technical assistance.  It also helped to create an 

Entrepreneurship Center to help people like 

Darwin. (16.5) 

DARWIN AGUILAR: (In Spanish)  M 

“Through the program, I have been trained as a 

construction supervisor.  I am now working as a 

warehouse assistant for CBI.” (9.5) 

NARRATION: 

UNDP's all-inclusive economic project is 

partnering with CBI, a multinational energy 

company which is hiring hundreds of workers to 

construct a new refinery - the largest of its kind 

in Latin America.  Many of its employees have 

been trained by the Entrepreneurship Center. 

(15.5) 

Public and private partnerships like these 

guarantee sustainability of the project which 

provides services to people – women, youth, 

and the indigenous - normally excluded from the 

country’s business and development plan.  

Rocio Mendoza is Director of Strategic 

Planning. (15.5) 

ROCIO MENDOZA:  (In Spanish)  F 

“The idea is that training will be directed to 

enable these people to get jobs, improving their 

living conditions. Another idea is to grow 
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inclusive businesses where this impoverished 

population can be owners, suppliers and 

distributors.” (20.5) 

NARRATION: 

Maria is a beneficiary. (2) 

MARIA-EUGENIA PALACIO: (In Spanish )  F 

“Almost all of us have been denied loans 

because we don’t have proper credit.  The 

program guided me to secure a loan and a 

business plan. When you have a business plan, 

you have a vision for the future.” (24) 

NARRATION: 

Efforts are already underway to introduce the 

project country-wide. The goal is to reach more 

marginalized groups of people and create a 

greater impact. (11) 

Fernando Herrera handles Poverty & 

Sustainable Development.  (4.5) 

FERNANDO HERRERA: (In Spanish)  M 

“There has been massive interest on the part of 

the Colombian government. There are now 

eight centers in operation and around ten more 

are to be created.  If this has worked in 

Colombia, we believe it can work in other 

countries.”  (14.5) 

NARRATION: 

So far, Colombia’s centers of employment and 

entrepreneurship have trained more than 

21,000 people, nearly 60% are women.   And 

they’ve developed over 4,000 business plans, 
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generating more than 2,000 jobs. (15.5) 

DARWIN AGUILAR: (In Spanish)  M 

“Now my life has changed. I’m earning money.  

This makes me and my family feel very happy.  

I’m moving forward.” (10) 

NARRATION 

This report was produced by Andrew Hein for 

the United Nations. (4.5) 

 


