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MOLDOVA: COMING HOME 
 

 VIDEO  AUDIO 
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VICTOR ROSCA, DIRECTOR, 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, 

MOLDOVA ON CAMERA 

 NARRATION: 

Planting season in Moldova.  (2) 

 

Fertile soil and sunshine are among this country’s 

only natural resources.  (4) 

 

During the Soviet era, Moldovan crops were highly 

valued.  (3.5) 

 

Today, another natural resource fuels the 

economy. About one-quarter of Moldova’s 4.5 

million people work abroad.   (8) 

 

They send money home to sustain families, but 

their absence also deprives communities of their 

earnings, says Director of Moldova Agriculture 

Ministry, Victor Rosca. (9.5) 

 

VICTOR ROSCA: (In Moldovan)   M 

“… Because those people who migrated stopped 

working in agriculture, revenue collected for local 

budgets has gone down. And this has had a direct 
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VLADUT WITH GRANDMOTHER 
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CAMERA 

 

 

VLADUT SAYS GOODBYE TO HIS 

GRANDMOTHER AND IS TAKEN 
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impact on development.”  (8.5) 

 

NARRATION: 

With less money to spend, basic infrastructure 

needs are being overlooked in rural communities 

where 60 per cent of the population continues to 

live. (8.5) 

 

Roads are bad // water is still drawn from wells // 

and many drive horse-drawn carts. (6.5) 

 

Many villages like Antonesti are populated by old 

people // raising children. (5.5) 

 

When 7-year-old Vladut’s parents went to Italy 2 

years ago, he stayed behind with his grandmother. 

(6) 

 

VLADUT’S GRANDMOTHER: (In Moldovan)  F 

“Of course, and for us and not only for Vladut it 

was very difficult.” (4.5) 

 

NARRATION: 

Today Vladut’s grandmother can no longer care 

for him.  Fortunately for Vladut, his cousin, 

Alexandru has agreed to take him in. (7.5) 

 

According to government records, 15,000 

Moldovan children are in similar situations. (5.5) 

 

Alexandru understands the pressure migration 

places on families. He spent more than a decade 

working abroad.  (7) 

 



 

ALEXANDRU BAES ON CAMERA 
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BAES ON CAMERA 

 

MAN TENDS TOMATO PLANTS 

 

 

 

ALEXANDRU BAES: (In Moldovan)     M 

“When I worked in Portugal, my daughter Diana 

who was very little then, was just learning to say 

her first words. During one telephone conversation 

she said if you don’t come home I will hit you. Her 

words touched me so deeply that I decided to quit 

my job once and for all and come home.” (16.5) 

 

NARRATION: 

But coming home meant unemployment. (2) 

 

Although remittances make up one-third of 

Moldova’s GDP, little is actually invested in 

business activities or changes that might create 

jobs. (9) 

 

Alexandru had a plan.  (2) 

 

NARRATION: 

With support from IFAD – a United Nations 

agency working to finance job creation in farming 

communities across the country – Alexandru 

formed a water users’ association and began 

building the network of pumps and pipes that 

would deliver drinking water directly to village 

homes. (16.5) 

 
ALEXANDRU BAES:  (In Moldovan)  M 

“Without water, our economy could not be 

developed. But then, when we installed the water 

tower with support from IFAD, several small 

business started up. Which meant new jobs were 

created.”  (12) 
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NARRATION: 

One of those small business is run by Mihai 

Oprea. With a steady supply of water and a small 

loan from IFAD, he built several green houses and 

now grows tomatoes and cucumbers bound for 

local markets. (13) 

 

Investing in more than 900 new enterprises like 

this one, IFAD’s country manager, Abdelklarim 

Sma, says agriculture offers the greatest potential 

for job creation in Moldova. (11.5) 

 

ABDELKLARIM SMA: (In English)  M 

“We believe that our projects have created about 

5,000 jobs directly these are fulltime jobs. This 

dream of earning a better living is still prevalent 

but we’ve seen a reverse trend and we’ve seen 

young people coming back.” (11) 

 

NARRATION: 

As Moldovan’s look toward the future, the idea 

that tens of thousands may soon have good 

reason to return home and be reunited with their 

families is appealing, particularly for children like 

Vladut. (12) 

 

This report was produced by James Heer for the 

United Nations. (4.5) 

 


