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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: HAITIAN MIGRANTS STRUGGLE FOR
CITIZENSHIP

VIDEO AUDIO

WS SUGAR CANE FIELDS

AUGUSTE ON CAMERA

HAITIAN MIGRANTS IN THE

BATEYE

MOLINO PAUL

NARRATION

This is the eastern province of San Pedro de

Marcoris, in the Dominican Republic.  Thousands

of acres of land are covered with sugar cane

plants. Most of the work - nurturing, cutting and

transporting sugar cane – is done by Haitian

migrants, called Braceros. One of them is Lamour

Auguste.  (18.5)

AUGUSTE: (CREOLE)      M

“I can’t go out in the street, I feel like I am an

animal. If I go out, the police can arrest me and

take me home.”  (8.5)

NARRATION

But, he is not alone. Haitian migrants have long

struggled with integrating into the Dominican

society. Some have been living here for more than

30 years, in these farming houses called Bateyes.

UN IN ACTION
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DAILY LIFE OF BRACEROS

WS EURY WALKING IN BATEYE

EURY PREPPING FOR EXAM

PAUL ON CAMERA

EURY AND BROTHER

FRANKLIN PAUL

ON-CAMERA

They live in statelessness, without country or

documentation. Their days are filled with

insecurity, arrests, deportations and a lack of

access to basic services.  (23.5)

NAT SOT

Sixteen-year-old Eury Paul, the son of a migrant,

prepares for his exams, even though he knows he

can’t continue his education.  He is one of the

many children of Haitian migrants born in the

Dominican Republic, but not granted a birth

certificate. This, despite the fact that article 11 of

the country’s constitution states “each person born

in the Dominican Republic is Dominican”. (24.5)

PAUL: (SPANISH)     M

“I have no birth certificate. This is why I don’t have

the possibility to continue my studies. I would like

to pass my exams, to get my diploma and then

become an engineer.”   (18)

NARRATION

Eury will likely not attend University, but this youth

still has a shot. His parents are Haitian, but a

Dominican family is sponsoring him.  For fear he

may still lose his Dominican status, he speaks to

us under anonymity.  (14)

FRANKLIN PAUL: (SPANISH)      M

“I have all my legal documents because my

parents have done a declaration for me. With
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SHOTS OF BATEYES/DAILY LIFE

ELENA WALKING IN

BATEYE/WITH CHILDREN IN

HOUSE

SHOWING PASSPORT

CANDIO ON-CAMERA

DOCUMENTS

VARGAS ON-CAMERA

those, I have no problem. I am sure I can go to the

University or make a career after my studies.” (17)

NARRATION

According to Amnesty International, some one

million Haitian migrants and relatives live in the

Dominican Republic - 80% in difficult conditions in

the Bateyes. Aware of this, the non-governmental

agency, ASCALA, the UN Refugee Agency,

UNHCR, and the European Union are working to

help.  (19)

NAT SOT

Elena Candio – a beneficiary of the ASCALA

project received her birth certificate.  (5)

CANDIO : (CREOLE)           F

“There was a lot of movements for this process of

documents, it helped me, I am very glad.”  (8)

NARRATION

After a few months, migrants obtained 250 birth

certificates and 250 passports. (6.5)

Gonzalo Vargas is the Chief of UNHCR in the

Dominican Republic.  (7.5)

VARGAS:    (ENGLISH)       M

“UNHCR through its programs is trying to

document some of these Haitians and get them

Haitian passports and then try to get residency

permits - Dominican residency permits.”  (12.5)
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GENERAL VIEW

UN LOGO

NARRATION

Many argue the obligation lies with authorities on

both sides to seek a final solution to bring justice

to these people.  (8)

This report was produced by Ngolo Diarra for the

United Nations.  (5)


