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MOLDOVA: THE FORGOTTEN 
 

          VIDEO   AUDIO 
 

MIKHAIL WALKS IN THE 

INSTITUTION 

FORMER HOUSEMATES/FRIENDS 

GREET HIM. 

 

MS. MIKHAIL 

 

 

 

WS. MIKHAIL’S FOSTER HOME 

 

MIKHAIL FEEDS THE CHICKEN 

 

 

 

WOMAN SWEEPS THE FRONT 

YARD 

MIKHAIL & FOSTER MOM 

 

 

 

 NARRATION 

Born with a mental disability Mikhail Scutari was 

abandoned as a baby and placed in an institution 

for boys with similar conditions in a remote part of 

Moldova’s capital, Chisinau.   11.5 

 

For more than 20 years, he lived with his 

friends…until three months ago when his life took 

a drastic turn.  7.5 

 

He is now living with a family in Tirsitei village  

Here, he is taught basic life skills including how to 

raise chickens.  7.5 

 

NATSOT 

 

His new guardians, a farming couple, have two 

grown children of their own.  They're pioneers in a 

programme that offers foster care for children with 

disabilities.         10 

 

FOSTER FATHER:   (LOCAL LANGUAGE)    M 

UN IN ACTION 
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MAN AND WIFE 

MAN TALKS ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

VAR. SHOTS. MIKHAIL AT THE 

INSTITUTION 

 

SITTING WITH OTHER BOYS 

 

 

 

 

MIKHAIL WITH BOYS 

 

 

 

 

 

LOW ANGLE SHOT. MAN 

WALKING AWAY FROM CAMERA 

 

ZOOM OUT- INSTITUTION BLDG. 

 

 

SANJA ON-CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN IN ROWS OF BEDS/ 

CRIBS 

"It was very sad. We consulted with our children 

and we decided to take Mikhail for one year so he 

can experience real life."      8.5 

 

NARRATION 

On a visit back at the institution, Mikhail is seen as 

a hero by his old mates who bombard him with 

questions about the outside world.  With no ability 

to read or write and no opportunity to venture 

outside, they're curious about simple things that 

one takes for granted. 16 

 

MIKHAIL’S FRIEND   (LOCAL LANGUAGE)   M 

"Have you seen a bride?  Have they taught you to 

read yet?  Can you cook?  4.5 

 

NATSOT - MIKHAIL RESPONDS 

  

NARRATION 

Orhei boys' institution is one of many for 

abandoned children in Moldova.  Secluded from 

the real world – it’s a tragedy for children, says 

Sanja Saranovic of UNICEF. 11 

 

SANJA SARANOVIC    (ENGLISH)      F 

"Children with disabilities are invisible in Moldova. 

 They are usually closed in institutional care 

without proper services, education, stimulation, 

and rehabilitation services."      11.5 

 

NARRATION 

Some 80 percent of children placed in institutions 

like this one are not orphaned.  Rather, they're 
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VADIM ON-CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLAG/ PILLAY AT BACKGROUND 

 

 

PILLAY INSIDE THE INSTITUTION 

 

 

 

 

PILLAY ON-CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

CARE GIVER IN INSTITUTIONS 

 

 

 

 

NEW BORN BABY CRYING 

CHILDREN AT DAY CARE CENTRE

 

children with disabilities or those born out of 

wedlock.  Vadim Pistrinciuc, Deputy Minister of 

Social Protection.  13.5 

 

VADIM PISTRINCIUC: (ENGLISH)      M 

"Unfortunately we have inherited this system of 

residential care, big institution from the Soviet era. 

 The only policy existing at those times… if a child 

or an adult has a problem… the only place for 

them is the institution."          20.5 

 

NARRATION 

The United Nations Human Rights Office and 

UNICEF are calling for alternative community-

based initiatives for persons with disabilities.   Navi 

Pillay, Chief of the UN Human Rights Office, urges 

Moldovan authorities to modernize these age-old 

practices.  15.5 

 

NAVI PILLAY      (ENGLISH)        F 

"My office is exploring alternative ways of 

addressing the situations like this.  

Institutionalization is not the only answer.”     8 

 

NARRATION 

The United Nations is advocating for closure of 

institutions for children under three years old.  The 

goal is to integrate persons with disabilities into 

society.  13 

 

And the challenge lies in creating a total mind shift 

for the entire country.  With increased foster care 

families, it is hoped that children, like Mikhail, may 
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MIKHAIL EMBRACE BY AN OLDER 

MAN FROM THE INSTITUTION 

 

UN LOGO CLOSING 

one day flourish in mainstream society, living a full 

life just like everyone else.  15.5 

 

This report was produced by Christine Wambaa 

for the United Nations.     5 

 


