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NARRATION 

Children play outside their old school building in 

Central Sindh province which was hit by the terrible 

flood last year.    7  

 

Eleven year-old Noor Khatoon, shows just how high 

the waters reached.    4.5 

 

The building has been condemned as unsafe.    2.5 

 

KHATOON:      (Sindhi)                 F 

“I miss my school, I really want it to be rebuilt so I can 

start studying again.”      5.5 

 

NARRATION 

A temporary learning centre has been established on 

the old school grounds. But the level of teaching, 

aimed at younger children, has left Noor extremely 

dissatisfied.    10 

 

KHATOON:      (Sindhi)               F 

“I want my school to be rebuilt so I can start going to 
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school again, because I don’t enjoy the centre here.” 

4 

NARRATION 

Noor’s criticism required courage, especially in a 

country where millions of girls are deprived of 

education. But the flood has provided an opportunity 

for change, says UNICEF’s Deputy Representative 

Karen Allen.     12 

 

ALLEN:         (English)                 F 

“We saw a real birth of motivation in the little girls but 

also in the parents, who said – ‘oh well, maybe we 

should consider sending our girls to school, well 

because look how happy it made them and they were 

really learning useful things.’  So we believe that when 

they take those children back home there will have 

been a mind shift, at least the start of a mind shift in 

sending girls back to school.”      28 

 

NARRATION 

The story of Aqsa Rehman, who lives in Mulla Village 

in Southern Punjab, is a prime example of changing 

attitudes.    7 

 

REHMAN:        (Punjabi)                F 

“This was my bathroom and now it’s broken. That used 

to be my bedroom.  There was water all around.  Our 

house and houses around it had fallen down.  

Whatever we touched would break and fall down.  All 

the furniture had broken.  And the water had taken 

away all my dolls and clothes.  We will come to school, 

even if we have to struggle for it.  We will study and 

become women soldiers.  We will help our people by 

replacing everything they have lost in the floods.” 
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NARRATION 

Aqsa’s relatives are determined that she will have a 

different future from other women in the family.  4.5 

 

REAHMAN:      (Punjabi)             M 

“I am educating them so that they have a bright future 

and a comfortable life. We will also be comfortable and 

when the girls get married, their in-laws will treat them 

with respect.”       13.5 

 

BIB:           (Punjabi)                 F 

“We are educating our children to get rid of poverty.  

We hardly have enough to eat or feed the children.  

But we are still educating them so that they become 

better people.”        9.5 

 

NARRATION 

Educating girls brings Pakistan a step closer to 

providing universal primary education for all children, 

despite the setback caused by the floods.     8.5 

 

This report was produced by UNICEF for the United 

Nations.        5 

 


